Volume 16 Issue 1

Radio 4EB Sri Lankan Group

Sri Lankan Consulate

New Year Message

This year has been a Year like no other. Considering the turbulence
and uncertainty of the last 12 months, we have had some unique
challenges due to the invasive Novel Coronavirus. The rapid spread
of COVID-19 meant that we were called upon to lead and guide
our communities through periods of great uncertainty. The
common objective was to support our Governments, both in our
homelands and in this wonderful State of Queensland to assure the
communities that their health and wellbeing were being looked
after during the global crisis.

I also must make special mention of how the Sri Lankan commu-
nity rallied together to aid our nationals who sought our assistance.

We owe a deep debt of gratitude to our community leaders, Sri
Lanka Associations, the Buddhist Temples and other organisations
who assisted our international students in various ways.

This year, I also had the great honour of being the Dean of the
Diplomatic and Consular Corps of Queensland, which represents
over 40 Countries. This role has also been demanding but it has
been a great honour to represent my country of birth in this distin-
guished position.

We can pray and hope that 2021 will be a better year for all of us
because globally, we have rarely been tested like this before and it is
incumbent on all of us to ensure that we are ready to continue to
play our part for the betterment of all levels of
society.

I hope your New Year is filled with Success,
Health, Prosperity and Happiness.

Anton Swan
Honorary Consul for Sti Lanka in Queensland
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Thai Pongal

Thai Pongal is a uniquely Tamil festival as opposed to many other
Hindu festivals that Tamils celebrate.

Pongal is the only festival of the Hindus that fol-
lows a solar calendar and is celebrated on January
14 every year. Pongal has astrological significance.
It marks the beginning of Uttarayana, the Sun’s
movement northward for a six-month period In
Hinduism, Uttarayana is considered auspicious, as
opposed to Dakshinaayana, or the southern move- e

ment of the Sun. All important events are scheduled during this period.

Pongal is the day when the pot of milk and rice must boil over. Eatly in
the morning, before sunrise, the women of the house draw intricate
kolam outside their doors. Within the perimeters of kolam, firewood is

used to cook the rice. This is the Surya Pongal, the Pongal for the Sun
God.

The following day’s Mattu Pongal is dedicated to cattle. Cattle play an
important part in farming, thus Mattu Pongal is the day when cattle are
worshipped and given a day of rest. They are bathed, their horns paint-
ed with shining colours and then they are fed and taken to the village
centre where the devotees offer them flower garlands.

Happy Pongal.
Conrtesy: http:/ | dbsjeyaray.com/ dbsj/ archives/ 14731
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Monthly News Digest: December 2020

04 Asantha de Mel named chairman of new SLLC National Selection http://www.adaderana.lk/sports/8522/asantha-de-mel-
- Committee named-chairman-of-new-slc-national-selection-committee
06 Floods in the aftermath of tropical Cyclone Burevi http://www.sundaytimes.lk/201206/news/floods-in-the-
aftermath-of-tropical-cyclone-burevi-424755.html
06 Setting up Batti campus: Gross negligence by central and local govt. http://www.sundaytimes.lk/201206/news /setting-up-
institutes, says audit report batti-campus-gross-negligence-by-central-and-local-govt-
institutes-says-audit-report-424658.html
10 New members of Election Commission and Police commission http://www.adaderana.lk/news/69824 /new-members-of-
assume duties election-police-commissions-assume-duties-today
10 Mahinda Deshapriya appointed chairman of Delimitation Commis- http://www.adaderana.lk/news/69846 /mahinda-
sion deshapmya appointed-chairman-of-delimitation-
commission
13 Veteran businessman Hubert Jayakody passes away http://www.sundaytimes.lk/201213/business-
times /veteran-businessman-hubert-jayakody-passes-away-
424904.html
15 Fire at Supreme Court http://www.dailymirror.lk/caption story/Fire-at-
Supreme-Court/110-201877
16 MCC discontinues compact with Sri Lanka http://www.dailymirror.Jk/top story/MCC-discontinues-
compact-with-ST./155-201944
16 Number plates won’t display provincial coding from January http://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking news/Number-
plates-wont-display-provincial-coding-from-January-
e Transport-State-Minister/108-201937
] 18 Rathana Thero appointed to OPPP’s National List MP seat http://www.adaderana.lk/news/70055/rathana-thero-
appointed-to-oppps-national-list-mp-seat
25 Rohan Pallewatta joins SJB (Samagi Jana Balavegaya) http://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking news/Rohan-
Pallewatta-joins-S|B/108-202425
¥ 26 Rupee depreciates by over 7.4% this year ZIEEI?JS_ zzgxrfw.themorninu.lk rupee-depreciates-by-over-7-
29 Printing of driving licenses by Army from 1st Jan. http://www.themorning.lk printing-of-driving-licenses-
by-army-from-1st-jan
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“We were very pleased with the result
that Ramya has achieved for us with the
sale of our home. Ramya and her team
at Stellario were very professional and
take their job very seriously. Nothing
was too much of an effort for her and
her team. We woud have no hesitation

.. in recommending Ramya to anyone for a
real estate sales agent”.

Glen Tucker, Taylor Pl, Mackenzie

THINKING ABOUT SELLING OR LETTING?
AES

SEEFErUeITyY

\ T M:+61402715486
E: security@aesqld.com W: www.aesqld.com

Lisences: Security Provider: 4234403 Cabler: T49048

FREE PROPERTY APPRAISALS!
OUTSTANDING RESULTS!

WWW.STELLARIO.COM.AU




| ——

Volume 16 Issue 1

“esic; (JANERU) - Heralds the New Yeat!

~ January, named after the two-faced Roman god Janus- the God of

Gateways and Beginnings, who sees both the coming and the going,
replaced March as the first month of the Roman year in 153 BC under
a decree of the second King of Rome Numa Pontilius, who added
January to the existing Roman calendar of 10 months.

The New Year was moved from March to January
because that was the beginning of the civil year, the
Wl month the two newly elected Roman consuls - the

* highest officials in the Roman republic - began their
§| one-year tenure. It is significant that the change of an

officials by civilians.

Although January 1st is considered the beginning of the New Year
according to the widely used Gregorian calendar, not every country
celebrates January Ist as the beginning of the year. The Traditional Sri
Lankan New Year is celebrated on 14th April, while the Orthodox
Christian New Year is celebrated from 7th- 14th January. Hindu
Tamil New Year "Thai Pongal' is celebrated on 14th January and the
Chinese New Year is celebrated in February.

Worldwide, January marks several significant days such as World
Peace Day and Global Family Day (1st), Wotld Brail Day (4th) and
International Day of Education ( 24th).

In Australia 26th is celebrated as the National Day, marking the anni-
versary of the arrival of the First Fleet of British ships at Port Jackson
in New South Wales in 1788 and the raising of the flag of Great Brit-
ain at Sydney Cove by Governor Arthur Phillip.

However, the first peoples of Australia consider this day as Invasion
Day because it marks the beginning of colonization in Australia and
the disempowerment of the Aboriginal people.

Today, Australians who value diversity and inclusion as tenets of a
pluralistic nation, acknowledge Aboriginal people as the first peoples
of Australia.

Sugee Kannangara
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Consular Corps Annual Dinner

The Dean of the Consular
Corps in Queensland, and the
Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka
in Queensland, Anton Swan
and his team hosted the annual
Consular Corps dinner recently
at the City Hall. It was attended
by a range of VIPs including
the Governor of Queensland,
His Excellency the Honourable
Paul de Jersey AC, the Premier
of Queensland, the Honout-
able Annastacia Palaszczuk,
MP, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, David Crisafulli, MP and
the Lord Mayor of Brisbane,
His Worship Adrian Schrinner
along with the members of the p=
Consular Corps.

{

A cross section of the Sri
Lankan community was also
present at the occasion, sup-
porting the Honorary Consul
for Sri Lanka.

A dance performance featuring Gajaga Wannama, in Sri Lankan
constumes, by the members of the Sri Lanka Dance Foundation,
added a Sti Lankan flavour to the occasion.

New Links to Listen on Demand
Programs for the past two months available on links below. |

www.4eb.org.au/shows/arunella
www.4eb.oro.au/shows/sandella-sti-

Arunella: https:
Sandella: https:

lankan/
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Sri Lankan Scientist contributing to the COVID-19
Vaccine

Sri Lankan scientist Dr Danushka Kumara Wijesundara has been on
the University of Queensland (UQ) team who were tasked to develop
a coronavirus vaccine as a component of Australia’s response to target
the COVID-19 pandemic. While it was unfortunate that the wide scale
clinical trials of the vaccine were aborted, the contribution of the team
to science and rapid vaccine development is undisputed.

Recently, Dachaena sat with Dr Wijesundara and discussed the
challenges and joys of doing cutting edge research.

D: Where did you have your education and what experiences were you
exposed to?

DW: After my primary school
education in Sti Lanka, most of
my secondary schooling and
schooling in general was accom-
plished at The International
School of Yangon (ISY),
Myanmar when the country was
under the rule of a military junta.
During this time, Myanmar had
limited access to the internet and
the outside wotld which encout-
aged me to interact/make friends
with locals from low-income
dwellings who did not speak
English or Sinhalese and in doing
so I learned to speak the national (Burmese) language and to be
satisfied with limited possessions. One of my fondest memories was
playing football (soccer) in the rain, and in many cases using bare feet
to kick footballs made of cheap (affordable to the locals) plastic. I am

_ grateful for the life I experienced in Sti Lanka and Myanmar, being

raised by loving parents and for the education I received at ISY, all of
which were inspirational for me to be driven in the path of vaccine
development.

I came to Australia to undertake a Bachelor of Biotechnology at the
Australian National University (ANU), but it was during my honours
year I started to perform ‘real-life’ research on immunity to viruses
which is fundamental for developing rational vaccines to target
viruses. Following this experience, as a PhD student at ANU and an
early career fellow at the University of Adelaide, I was part of projects
that resulted in the development of several vaccines for HIV, hepatitis
C virus and Zika virus. This experience prepared me for the most
challenging undertaking of my career thus far which is the expedited
development of a coronavirus vaccine at UQ.

D: How did you get involved with the UQ Team developing the
vaccine?

Popular Singer Paul Fernando Passes Away

Popular singer Paul Fernando, who was known as
Prince of Baila, passed away on 16 November 2020
at the age of 68.

He was inspired by M S Fernando. At 18, he be- =
came the best singer at “Talent Search 69 where he [
performed MS Fernando’s “Asoka Mal Mala Ne-
lala”

His well known songs included 'Golu Hadawatha
Wiwara Karanna', 'Supun Sandak' and 'Maala'.

With a career spanning several decades, he was also a playback singer
for several movies including “Vanarayo” and “Rathu Makara”

Courtesy: htps:/ [ srilankamirror.com/, https:/ | www.sooriya.lk/, https:/ /
en.wikipedia.org/
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DW: I was made aware of an exciting research
opportunity to develop protein vaccines in the
quickest possible manner whilst attempting to
maintain accuracy against emerging viruses
with the potential to cause epidemics/
pandemics using the proprietary ‘Molecular
Clamp’ vaccine technology. I got the job in
May 2019 and at that stage we were optimising
the vaccine development pipeline to make it
function in the quickest possible manner using
several viruses with no effective vaccines avail-

¥
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LN

able to target them. I believed this job will provide me an once in a
lifetime opportunity to get involved in vaccine development that one
would be able to see from initial research to human clinical trials in a
short period of time, which would otherwise take decades.

D: What are the challenges and excitements in working in this kind
of project?

DW: The excitement is working at the cutting edge of vaccine tech-
nology and to develop a vaccine for human use at almost ‘record
speed’. The biggest challenge is maintaining accuracy whilst vaccine
development progresses at a very rapid speed. There are also high
expectations from the public when you are at the forefront of
vaccine development and the ambassadors of Australia’s vaccine
response for COVID-19.

D: Are you disappointed that the project had to be abandoned?

DW: Disappointed of course. In science, many vaccines do not
complete the different phases of human clinical testing to ultimately
be applied in the real world to benefit the general public. Although I
believed we will get this opportunity with our vaccine, our trial as
you are well aware was halted in the most unfortunate circumstances.
It is disappointing we could not progress the vaccine further because
the data in the Phase I human study showed that the vaccine can
evoke robust anti-viral and virus neutralising immune responses. Our
goal now is to make alternative versions of the Molecular Clamp to
avoid issues associated with HIV diagnostic interference.
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Interpretation

If you need a NAATI accredited
professional to TRANSLATE your -
Sinhala documents into Englishor .
INTERPRET conversation Sinhala :
to/from English for any official or
non-official purpose

please contact

Premasiri Weerasekara
0402 395 942 or 3278 7809 (ah)
prem.weerasekara@gmail.com
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Popular Singer Shelton Muthunamage Passes Away

Popular singer Shelton
Muthunamage passed away
aged 73.

Shelton Muthunamage was at
his peak of popularity in the
90s. His songs such as ‘Deega
Noyan Raththarane’, ‘Me Dev
Medurema’ and ‘Maha Sayure
Gamburu Diye’ to name a few
became highly popular. Shelton
entered the world of music with
the famous band Negombo

Los Muchachos and sang 'Mulu
Gathama Vehesuna' and was
also the organiser and coordina-
tor of the concert.

He became a playback singer in Hemasiri Sellapperuma's 'Sandarekha
and has acted in a few teledramas as well.

Conrtesy: bitp:/ | wwmw.dailynews.lk/
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Turn your idea

into reality.

( FONSEKA

f ,’ INNOVATIONS

—

Innovate With Ls

Web & App
Developers
Australia
Needs

Call us or visit our email:

07 3394 8223

www.fonsekainnovations.com

best possible outcomes for all our clients.
We are thankful for your support, understanding and patience whilst we wade through these
uncharted waters after 30 years in the business. We want you to know we are working together as

a team and are strongly committed to ensuring everyone has the best customer service possible
and want to make sure that you know that you are not alone.

To Our Loyal Clients, 1
We would like to assure you that our wonderful team are working around the clock to secure the

TEAM acknowledgement
We truly value that you trusted us to make your holiday bookings in the past, we have enjoyed

working with you to make your travel dreams come true and look forward to planning your future

holidays.

We wish all of you and your families the best of luck and stay Fafe.

Warm regards,

Jayantha, Lalani and Margaret

L ——
Jayantha Pathikirikorale | Director / Marketing Manager
Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood
Cr.use & Travel Cen(re Spnngwood (Est 1990) :
8 Dennis Road, Springwood. Qid 4127
-
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A Old Anandians Association of Queensland

(0AAQ)

Office Bearers 2020/21 Year

President:
Vice President (Sports):
Vice President (Social):
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Committee Members:

President:

Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Committee Membets:

SRI LANKA SPORTS
ASSOCIATION OF OLD

President:

Vice President:
Secretary:
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer:

Assistant Treasuret:

. Committee Members:

Nipuna Fonseka
Buddhi Wijesekera
Mithila Wanigathunge
Uthpala Jayaweera
Janitha Mapitigama

Shiran Ranatunga

Mahi Ranasinghe
Hemakantha Ekanayake
Ajith Wickramaratne
Rohan Wijesinghe
Kanishka Cabraal

Ranjan Wijeratne

Queensland Old Royalists Association
Executive Committee 2020/2021

Kalum De Silva

Iyan de Abrew

Nalaka Rajakaruna
Chamith Weerasekera
Diluka De Silva
Nuwantha Ranawaka
Sandun Wickramasinghe
Nihal Wickramasinghe

The Sti Lanka Sports Association of Queensland
Management Committee 2020/2021

Lal Mendis

Sunil Gooneratne
Sadeesh Dissanayake
Nalaka Rajakaruna
Kingsley Manickam
Iyan De Abrew
Jayantha Pathikirikorale
Prasad Kodikara
Sam Weerappuli
Kalum De Silva
Shiran Ranatunga
Laksitha Gajanayake
Sandeep Jayasooriya
Saminda De Silva
Niru Mendis
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COVID Donations and Student Pricin
Available, Normal Offer:3 Boxes

“Home Delivery Typical Colombo Charges:
$40 for first box, $20 for each additonal box. Contact us for pricing for other areas.
Contact us for prices on COVID donations & Student Pricing

CALL US TODAY TO BODK YOUR SPOT

0416 070 017 / (07) 3879 9081
424 Waterford Road Ellen Grove 4078

Are you Looking for a [J#]

Dr Wasantha Hettiarchchi
Dr Anuke Warakaulle

Dr Deshani Ranasinghe

Dr Devika Jayawardena
Dr Kanchanamala Ranasinghe

Dr Gihan Gunawardena i

Dr Lakmini Basnayaka Dr Widanagamage Epa u

Dr Sandirasegraram Abraham Dr Sumedha Amarasinghe
Dr Nilmini Thilakarathne Dr Gemunu Suresh Ranawake
Dr Singanayagam Suriyapalan Dr Maheshika Weerawardena i

Dr Sri Shanthikumar Dr Sasi Nalliah
Dr Karu Muthuthamby

Dr S. Krishnamoorthy
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Call Your Nearest Medical Centre

Corm o I
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BULK BILLING FOR ALL

Overseas Visitors/Parents

nib

We are Looking for GPs | Join Us

Allianz@  medibank

+61 406 804 559

Book Online

www healthcaredoctors.com.au
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka:
How Dunagaha got its Name

“Dunagaha” is a village in the Gampaha District. The incident is
around a wealthy family that lived here.

The family was so rich they lived in a large
house and owned many a paddy field and
even elephants. They had only one daughter
and after the birth of the daughter their
wealth began to grow and the parents
thought that this daughter brought them
luck. Obviously their love towards the
daughter was growing.

As time went by, the daughter wished to have her own way and
refused to obey the parents. She was now a grownup gitl and this
attitude worried the parents. Arguments between the mother and the
daughter happened often and the happiness in the house was
disturbed. Father tried to console the daughter but failed.

One day the mother and the daughter quarrelled. The daughter was
missing thereafter. Then the mother and the father began searching
for her. They were unsuccessful and had to seek the help of the
village people.

She climbed a Na tree not far away from the house and was watching
the commotion. The Na leaves can well hide a person and they never
anticipated the gitl to be hiding on a Na tree. Towards the evening,
someone spotted the daughter hiding on a Na tree and informed the
mother.

“Duu Na Gahe”(¢ 2% ®@%9). Thereafter this area was called
1 “Dunagahe” and over the time it became “Dunagaha”

Dr. Nimal Sedera
Dr. Nimal Sedera is a jounalist, poet, motivational speaker and an
. anthor of 70 books.
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Book Review: Storm Warning by Dinah McCall

"Mma Storm Warning is a thriller/romance fiction novel written by
Sharon Sala under the pseudonym of Dinah McCall. It explores the
journey of Virginia Shapiro as she tries to escape a mysterious invisi-
ble killer. She is the last alive in a class of seven schoolgitls who have
all recently died in unfortunate and unusual circumstances.

McCall’s writing style makes this book
quite easy to read, ensuring you get ab-
sorbed into the narrative very quickly.
Also, the way the author sets up the story
| within the first few chapters creates a

" suspenseful atmosphere which entices
you to keep reading. The character devel-
opment of the two main protagonists as
the story progresses is done well and is
represented in a raw way that can seem
relatable to the reader. Their romantic
storyline becomes an integral part of the
overall plot, even though it may seem
forced initially. The overall plot is ex-
tremely interesting, and the plot twists are
well hidden in the dialogue of the charac-
ters. The book creates a great message about how strong the feeling
of vulnerability can be, and without the proper care or protection, it
can be quite dangerous.

—_— =
DINAH MCCALL

-

I came across this novel last year at a school fair in Roma, Queen-
sland. There was a second-hand book stall at the fair selling old
T books for $1 each. Storm Warning was one of the books I bought
that day, and I began to read it with little to no expectations on its
quality. I was pleased at how much I enjoyed the plot and structure
of the story. The suspense & thriller aspect of the story interested
~= = me more than the romantic themes, but I could appreciate how the

MEET
MINI

HOME AND INVESTMENT
LENDING MANAGER

MINI KEERAWELLA

ANZ Sunnybank Hills
Sunnybank Hills Shopping Town
661 Compton Road

Sunnybank Hills QLD 4109

M: 0434 840 751

E: mini.keerawella@anz.com
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storylines played their part in carrying the plot. I was surprised by the

final plot twist, even though in hindsight it seems obvious. Also, 1

enjoyed how the structure of the story illustrated the characters’ per-

spectives neatly converging onto the final act of the story. Overall, I ’
thoroughly enjoyed this novel, considering I had no expectations of it

after buying it second-hand. Definitely a story worth more than $1!

Any fans of suspense novels or even romance novels will enjoy this

book.

Achira Samaratunga

Achira is a 23 year old pharmacist who has enjoyed reading books
since he was very young. Achira contributed to the very first issue of
this newsletter in September 2006 when he was a 9 year old.

App of the Month: QR and Barcode Scanner

Although this app has been there for a long time, it
is appropriate to feature this as it must be one of
the most important apps that one uses when visit-
ing a place during these COVID times.

It is available in both for Apple and Android
phones and free.

After starting the app on the phone, hold the cam-
era towards the sign at a restaurant or the place you are visiting and it
will bring up the details to be filled in.

If it is on an advertisement, you will be directed to the website of the
product or place.

There is functionality within the app to activate the flashlight (torch)
for scanning in the dark or use “pinch” to zoom onto scan QRs far |
away.
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Where they are now.... Over the past 14 years, many chil-
dren and young adults have contrib-

Identity crisis of an Aussie i) i IOt

Lankan - finding the Right

Balance This is a new series that highlights

their life and progress.
In 2007, as a young grade 10 school
boy I wrote an article in the youth corner section of this very same
publication about my favourite poem “The road less travelled’ by
r Robert Frost. It’s very interesting
(albeit a bit cringey) to read this
CHOICES

In September 2002, | was given the chances of two roads

Yourlh Corner I

perspective was formed from
those initial thoughts and beliefs.
I was right in having found a
passion for travel (having now
been to 54 countries since then),
zone and take ‘the road less travelled by 10Vi1’1g Cricket and being a huge
At first | was surprised at all the fuss | was receiving, as all Nandos fan (WhICh I stiﬂ am to
this day)!

—'one that was grassy and wanted wear’, while the other
road was less wormn. The choice to embark by myself to S
Lanka as a tender ten year old or o sit back and enjoy the
MRL and AFL final series at home with my brother. After

much contemplation, | decided to get out of my comfort

it was to me was a plane ride to see the place of my
heritage. However, once | reached the Brisbane

I am now 28 and in the midst of
busy surgical training in Urology,
having worked in multiple differ-
ent hospitals in Queensland
Health. With chaotic nature of
work, exams and general life, I
have a little time for reflection
(unfortunately).

International Airport, the encrmity of the whaole thing hit
me. A maonth away from my family in a place | hadn't seen
for many years. Additionally. the fourteen hour plane ride

with a transit of eight hours wasn't going to be =asy.

A section of Sa-
chinka’s article in
Aungust 2007, when
he was a student at
\ Brisbane Grammar
| School. He was
* interested in Crickt,
rugby and Cross
Country and a self proclaimed fan of
Nandos

But I do remember the carefree
days when my siblings (Chanaka
and Yehanka) and I used to go to
Sinhala school at Yungaba every
2nd Friday night. As a young
Australian with Sri Lankan heri-

Sachinka Ranasinghe

gENmD OmE MBS BRBDDOE® 6e3NDS
Confidential site

Me
No other Fee at any Stages
For Brides/Grooms living in Sri Lanka $25/Yr

article now, but I can see how my
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tage, it was at times difficult to completely
understand where you fit in and how you
identify yourself (it still can be). In day-to-
day school, you were considered Sri Lankan,
but then when you went to Sti Lanka on
holidays you were considered an Australian.
Meeting others going through the same co-
nundrum was helpful. The Sinhala school
days definitely reinforced the importance of
being proud in our Sri Lankan heritage,
something I still am today. I think the older
you get, the more you realise that you can
take the best qualities and values from being
Australian and Sri Lankan, becoming an
amalgamation of both. I think that’s the best advice I have for young
“Aussie Lankans’ going through the same expetience.

Sachinka with his mother
Ajanthi Ranasinghe

In 2022 T sit my final fellowship exam in Urology, before becoming a
fully qualified surgeon. Despite this, I know the thing I will be most
proud of is the work I would have done in Sri Lanka. Recently my
fiancée Anouk Dharmawardane and I raised funds from our engage-
ment party and helped built a school in the Central Province atea
with the assistance of an amazing foundation called Kind Hearted
Lankans (which I advise people to search and contribute to). I am
hoping we can do more to help people less privileged than us in Sri
Lanka who don’t have the opportunities we do. I am so glad Ammi
and Thathi took us to Sinhala School (even if we whinged about
going on Fridays nights) as those experiences has shaped me im-
mensely to be the proud Aussie Lankan I am today.

Sachinka Ranasinghe

Sachinka is a 28-year old Doctor currently specialising in
Urology. Sachinka loves travelling and still likes “Nandos”.

Editor’s Note

We invite articles from those under 25 years to be featured in the
newsletter in Youth Cotner and Kids Corner. We plan to follow his/
her progress sometime down the track as you may see in the article
on this page.

Please make it 400 words or less and send to the editor at
newsletter@4ebstilankan.org by the 20th of the month.

Former Minister T B Ekanayake Passes Away

Former Minister of Parliament from
the Kurunegala District T. B.
Ekanayake passed away on 6 Decem-
ber 2020.

Mr. Ekanayake was 67 years old at
the time of his death.

He was a senior member of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, was elected
to Parliament in 1994 representing the Kurunegala District and had
been involved in politics for a long time as a Cabinet Minister.

He served as Deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs, Deputy Minister
for Highways, and Deputy Minister for Education.

"RESOLVE TO KEEP HAPPY,
AND YOUR JOY AND YOU

SHALL FORM AN INVINCIBLE HOST
AGAINST DIFFICULTIES.”

—HELEN KELLER

o
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Sri Lanka Public Holidays 2021

Jan 14 Thursday
Jan 28 Thursday
Feb 04 Thursday
Feb 26 Friday
Mar 11 Thursday
Mar 28 Sunday
Apr 02 Friday

Apr 13 Tuesday
Apr 14 Wednesday
Apr 26 Monday
Apr 30 Friday
May 01 Saturday
May 14 Friday
May 26 Wednesday
May 27 Thursday
Jun 24 Thursday
Jul 21 Wednesday
Jul 23 Friday
Aug 22 Sunday
Sep 20 Monday
Oct 19 Tuesday

Oct 20 Wednesday
Nov 04 Thursday
Nov 18 Thursday
Dec 18 Saturday
Dec 25 Saturday

Tamil Thai Pongal Day

Duruthu Full Moon Poya Day
National Day (Independence Day)
Navam Full Moon Poya Day
Mabha Sivarathri Day

Medin Full Moon Poya Day
Good Friday

Sinhala and Tamil New Eve
Sinhala and Tamil New Year Day
Bak Full Moon Poya Day

Special Bank Holiday

May Day

If-Ul-Fitr (Ramazan Festival Day)
Vesak Full Moon Poya Day

Day following Vesak Full Moon Poya

Poson Full Moon Poya Day
Id-Ul-Alha (Hadji Festival Day)
Esala Full Moon Poya Day
Nikini Full Moon Poya Day
Binara Full Moon Poya Day

Milad-Un-Nabi (Holy Prophet’s
Birthday)

Vap Full Moon Poya Day
Deepavali Festival Day

1 Full Moon Poya Day
Unduvap Full Moon Poya Day
Christmas Day

Queensland Public Holidays 2021

Jan 01 Friday
Jan 26 Tuesday
Apr 02 Friday
Apr 03 Saturday
Apr 04 Sunday
Apr 05 Monday
Apr 26 Monday
May 03 Monday
Aug 11 Wednesday
Oct 04 Monday
Dec 24 Saturday
Dec 25 Saturday
Dec 26 Sunday
Dec 27 Monday
Dec 28 Tuesday

New Year’s Day

Australia Day

Good Friday

The day after Good Friday
Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

ANZAC Day

Labour Day

Royal Qld. Show (Brisbane Only)
Queen’s Birthday

Christmas Eve (6 pm - midnight)
Christmas Day

Boxing Day

Christmas Day

Boxing Day
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a collection of short stories written by people of Sri Lankan origin living in

Calling for Contributions

The Writers Guild of Sinhalese Cultural Forum of NSW Inc has launched a project to publish a
collection of short stories written by people of Sri Lankan origin living in Australia. The aims of the
project are as follows.

-

To establish and foster a literary link between the various community groups with Sri Lankan
heritage living in Australia

~

To establish and foster a literary link between the people of Sri Lankan origin living in Australia
and the multicultural Australia

3. To take diasporic Sri Lankan literature produced in Australia to the global audience

It is intended that this proposed collection of short stories is published in Australia first in hard copy
targeting the Australian readers and at a later stage as an eBook targeting the global audience.

We now call upon people of Sri Lankan origin living in Australia to send in their short stories to be
considered for inclusion in the proposed collection

The selection criteria:
1. The writers of short stories must be people of Sri Lankan origin living in Australia

2. The creations must depict life in Australia by people of Sri Lankan origin
3. Short stories must be written in English

4. There are no strict limitations on length, but it is expected that a short story would not go
beyond five-pages of Ad size in length, typed in 12-point arial font.

The section process:

All submitted short stories will be blind reviewed by a panel of reviewers appointed by the Writers
Guild, The criteria used will be: (i) the literary value of the submissions and (li) representation of
migrant life in Australia in the submissions.

Selected short stories will go under an editing process, where applicable, by an editorial board
appointed by the Writers Guild to prepare manuscript for publication.
Writers will be consulted in each step of this selection and editing process.

Copyright:
The copyright of the submitted short stories will remain a property of the writers.

Deadline for submitting short stories:
Please submit your typed short stories by 28 February, 2021 by eMail to:
rasika.suriyaarachchi@gmail.com

For details about this project please contact:
Rasika Suriyaarachchi (rasika.suriyaarachchi@gmail.com)
Coordinator, English Short Story Project, Writers Guild of SCF

Writers Guild of the Sinhalese Cultural Forum of NSW Inc. 09 December 2020

PRESENTS

YongaL

SATURDAY 16™ JANUARY 2021
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Sri Lankan Events Brisbane

Please check the latest status of the
events with the relevant organisa-
tions

Bodhi Puja and Seth Pirith for New
Year

Atavisi Bodhi Puja to offer blessings
for the New Year

Bodhi Puja and Seth Pirith to invoke Gold Coast Buddhist
blessings for the New Year Centre

Thai Pongal 2021 QUT Students Assn

Blessing the students commencing
University and School studies

Goodna Temple

Forest Lake Temple

Forest Lake Temple

Special Bodhi Puja for the Birth

Day of Ven. Sugathasara Thero Goodna Temple

Independence Day Commemoration Forest Lake Temple

Sri Lanka Soc. of Qld
FSOQ
Sinhala Assn of QId

Annual General Meeting

Felicitation of Dr. Dinesh Palipana:
Australian of the Year, Queensland

Annual General Meeting

Sri Lanka Arts Circle/

Prathibha Talent Show Forest Lake Temple

Youth Sil Program & Monthly Sil
Program

SLBM Annual General Meeting

Goodna Temple

Forest Lake Temple

Sinhala and Tamil New Year Cele-
brations

Sinhala Aluth Avurudu Festival

Bak Maha Ulela - New Year Cele-
brations

Forest Lake Temple

Sinhala Association of
Qld

Sti Lankan New Year rlidLanka Society of

Vesak Festival: Buddha Puja and

Dhamma Sermon Goodna Temple

Goodna Temple
Gold Coast Buddhist

Vessk Sil Program

24-27 Special Dhamma Sermons for Vesak Centre

29

29

30

30

Vesak Sil Program 8:&%{502& Buddhist
Vesak Festival, Bhakthi Gee, Vesak
Lanterns Display

Vesak Celebration supported by

Brisbane City Council
Vesak Sil Program for Children

Forest Lake Temple

Goodna Temple

Gold Coast Buddhist
Centre

Annual Sil Program for Children

Poson Pinkama

Goodna Temple
Goodna Temple

Poson Sil Program Goodna Temple

Gold Coast Stri Lankans

02

23-24 Annual Katina Ceremony & Dana
30-31 Katina Pinkama

6&7
27

Date Producet/Panel Operator

03 Jan
10 Jan

17 Jan
24 Jan
31 Jan
07 Feb

Poson Festival, Mihindu, San-
gamitta Perahera, Mihintalagala
Display

Forest Lake Temple

Gold Coast Buddhist

Poson Sil Pogram Centre

Vas Aradhana

Vas Invitation Ceremony

Goodna Temple
Forest Lake Temple
Goodna Temple

Annual General Meeting

Gold Coast Sti
Lankans

FSOQ

President’s Cup Cricket Tourna-
ment

Sti Lanka Day Celebrations

Sinhala Assn. of QId

Forest Lake Temple

Gold Coast Buddhist
Centre

Saralanga

Katina Ceremony - Pirith. Katina

Robe Offering and Dana Goodna Temple

Gold Coast Sti

Christmas Dinner Dance Lankans

Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1

4EB Sri Lankan Team/ Samanmal Gunaratne

Darshika Koggalahewa, Janaka Dasanayake/
Samanmal Gunaratne

Nimal Wijesiti/ Ksun Karunaratne
Kumarasinghe Dissanayake/ Janaka Weerasinghe
Sugee Kannangara/ Wimal Kannangara

Anand & Nayana Samaratunga/ Ananda Samaratunga

06 Jan

13 Jan
20 Jan
27 Jan

03 Feb

Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1

Producer/Panel Operator

Mithila Wanigathunge/Janaka Dasanayake and youth
team/ Mithila Wanigathunge, Sameera Samarasinghe

Thisara Pathirennehelage & Guest / Thisara Pathirenne-
helage

Prema Weerawardena/ Niraj Kariyawasam
Harsha Perera/ Harsha Perera, Thisara Pathirennchelage

Mithila Wanigathunge/Janaka Dasanayake and youth
team/ Mithila Wanigathunge, Sameera Samarasinghe

DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E
all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use of E-newsletter

is at your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in reliance on the information on E jons
Jailure, internet access difficulties or malfunction in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material

contained in it for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful.
Editors : Wimal Kannangara and Jayantha Ameratunga

Advisory Committee : Vasanthe VVithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara P.
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