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    PURPOSE  

It is to record the facts of history and be inspired by the volunteerism, adventure, sacrifice, courage and 

service to the motherland. The masters of these schools took the lead in motivating and encouraging the 

students to participate in the Great War (World War I) through example. This has to be nurtured by the 

many schools, masters and cadets of the present schools who have cadet platoons, to ensure they 

maintain those same ideals for the future. It is our [at least mine] fervent wish that these records are 

carefully preserved and due recognition and honour be bestowed on all those who served and sacrificed 

their lives so that we could enjoy the freedom that we take for granted.  

To inscribe the names of the cadets, old boys and staff of these schools on the cenotaph, who fell in 

combat.  

To inculcate a Sri Lankan identity devoid of ethnic, linguistic or religious bias since the Ceylonese 

contribution in WW 1 was a total effort by all communities living together in peace and cordiality in the 

island of Ceylon during the Great War.   

The contribution of 330 volunteers from these 4 schools to WWI consisted of 186 Burghers, 95 

British/Europeans, 41 Sinhalese, 5 Tamils, 2 Malays and 1 Colombo chetty. This indicates the Ceylonese 

were united and contributed their might to the great war devoid of communal or racial prejudice. 105 of 

them were either KIA or died due to their wounds which is almost 32% of the fatalities, whilst another 

114 or 34.5% were WIA and 18 or 5% were MIA or taken as POWs.  This equates to over 71% of casualties 

out of the 330 volunteers from these 4 schools alone. Their sacrifice, courage and volunteerism must 

always be remembered with gratitude, honour and utmost respect.  
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ABBREVIATIONS 

 

SLA (GW) – Sri Lanka Army (Gemunu Watch) 

SLA (SR) – Sri Lanka Army (Sinha Regiment) 

SLN – Sri Lanka Navy 

SLAF – Sri Lanka Air Force 

RAAC – Royal Australian Armoured Corps 

Brig – Brigadier 

Gp Capt – Group Captain 

Wg Cdr – Wing Commander 

Maj – Major 

Retd – Retired  

KIA – Killed in Action 

WIA – Wounded in Action 

MIA – Missing in Action 

POW – Prisoner of War 

WWI – World War I 
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INTRODUCTION 

  

World War I (also termed as the Great War) was a global war centered in Europe that began on 28 

July 1914 and lasted until 11 November 1918. It involved all of the great powers of the world, as at 

that time, which were grouped into two opposing alliances: The Allies, based on the Triple Entente of 

the United Kingdom and the British Empire, France and Russia on the one hand and the Central 

Powers, originally the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria, Hungary and Italy. But, as Austria and 

Hungary had taken the offensive against the agreement, Italy did not enter into the war. 

 

Alliances later reorganised, Italy supported the Allies and more countries entered the war. The United 

States of America entering the war on the Allies side in 1917 was a decisive factor. Ultimately more 

than 70 million military personnel were mobilised in the First World War. More than nine million 

combatants were killed. It was the sixth deadliest conflict in world history. 

 

The conflict opened with the Austro-Hungarian invasion of Serbia on 28 July 1914, it ended with the 

cease fire on 11 November 1918, known as Armistice Day.   

 

The service of the Ceylon volunteers, both British colonists resident in the country and Ceylonese, 

who served in all major frontline theatres of the Great War has to be given due public recognition and 

therefore this document is a step taken towards this objective.       

 

 

VOLUNTEERS FROM CEYLON   

 

Sri Lanka or Ceylon, as we were known then, played a role in the First Word War. By 1917 the Times of 

Ceylon estimated that 1,250 volunteers had enlisted for overseas service. At least 351 Ceylon 

volunteers signed up while in England and another 438 enlisted on their own account. In addition, the 

‘Times Fund’ facilitated the expenses for 156 Ceylon volunteers to enlist overseas. From the various 

available nominal rolls of honour it appears there were minor concentrations of Ceylon volunteers in 

the RMAC (apart from Ceylon Sanitary Company), Kings Royal Rifle Corps (KRRC), Middlesex Regiment, 

Coldstream Guards, Royal Fusiliers, Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA) and the Royal Engineers, Inland 

Water Transport.      

 

Sergei De Silva-Ranasinghe giving credit to the Ceylon volunteers say;  

 

“..Unlike most other colonies of the Empire, close to 50% of Ceylon’s volunteers to the Great War were 

commissioned as officers. Most of them tended to have previous affiliation to the Ceylon Cadet 

Battalion, military experience in the British Army, or were associated with a Ceylon Defence Force 

Formation”. 
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Janaka Perera, shares a photo related to the Lankan volunteers who went to war, scanned from the 

(hardbound) two volume book මහනුවර යුගයේ අප්රකට විත්ති (A HISTORY OF THE KANDYAN 

ERA UP TO MODERN TIMES) by Chamikara Pilapitiya who has extracted it from a යුද්ධ පත්තරිකාව, 
one of several wartime Sinhala pamphlets.  
  

 
                  
                                 Ceylonese volunteers assembled at Torrington Square, London 

 

In terms of the total number of Ceylon volunteers, the Times of Ceylon in 1917 estimated that of the 

1,250-total, the newspaper knew of at that time, there were 105 fatalities, 84 killed in action, 21 died 

of wounds. 114 were wounded, and 18 were categorised as either missing or Prisoners of War. It goes 

on to say that of the 330 casualties from the four English medium schools (Royal, St. Thomas’, 

Kingswood and Trinity) 30% were casualties 

 

With regard to Ceylonese casualties, Janaka Perera says; 
 
“This country's only major tragedy was when 14 student volunteers perished following the Germans 
torpedoing the troopship Ville de las Ciotat in the Mediterranean in December 1915”. 
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   Ville de las Ciotat (Pic: Google Images) 

 

Then to give a general idea of what the volunteers of Ceylon went through and achieved in facing 

battle when student volunteers in general, Janaka Perera shares the following information with 

regards to some Trintians, 

 

“According to facts I gathered from others sources, Aluvihare, who joined the Middlesex Regiment and 

saw action in the decisive Battle of Somme in France, suffered injuries to his lungs and liver but 

survived. Among our volunteers who figured prominently were Halangoda, P.D Pelpola and D.B. 

Seneviratne. 

 

D.B. Seneviratne, from the college staff was the most decorated volunteer and hero of the French 

Theatre of War. He was awarded the Military Medal and served with the British Army of Occupation in 

Germany during 1918-1919. Later promoted to the rank of Major, Seneviratne's picture still hangs in 

the regimental Museum of the Ceylon Light Infantry, Sri Lanka's oldest Regiment as far as I know.  

 

P.D. Pelpola had the honour of being a member of the Legion of Frontiersmen”. 

 

Incidentally, Sergei De Silva-Ranasinghe in his three parts article gives the following figures for the 
college representation and their state of casualties i.e. as related to the four English medium schools 
in Country at that time at which some of the volunteers were members either as students, past 
students or staff.  
 
Royal            - 88 enlisted (15 British / European & 73 Ceylonese) - 5 KIA, 13 WIA and 3 POWs 
St. Thomas' - 86 enlisted (28 British / European & 58 Ceylonese) - 14 KIA 
Kingswood  - 84 enlisted (25 British / European & 59 Ceylonese) - 13 KIA and 15 WIA 
Trinity          - 72 enlisted (27 British / European & 45 Ceylonese) - 13 KIA, 18 WIA and 2 POWs 
 
Total            - 330 enlisted (95 British / European & 235 Ceylonese) - 45 KIA, 46 WIA and 5 POWs 
KIA=Killed in Action, WIA=Wounded in Action, POW=Prisoner of War 
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           Roll of Honour of Royalists who fought in the Great War (1914-1918) 

 

  
    

   Anderson R R 

   Anthonisz C E 

   Anthonisz C F 

   Beven Dr. J J O 

   Brohier C P 

   Brohier Dr. E S  

   Christoffelsz Dr. E L 

   Daniel A R  

   Daniel E M 

   Daniel R Y 

   De Boer Dr. H E S 

   De Krester Dr. B 

   De Vos H A E 

   De Vos J P 

   Dornhorst C 

   Dornhorst E S 

   Dornhorst F S 

   Dornhorst H C 

   Ebert W D R B 

   Edema E F 

   Ephraums A F 

   Ernst Dr.  A H 
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Simon H D G 
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Weinman Dr. L O 



11 
 

Royal College, Colombo  

 

The names and pen pictures related to the 88 volunteers from Royal who went to fight in the war are 

given in the book, The History of Royal College (Vijitha Yapa Publications, 2019). Also at the college, a 

War Memorial Panel has been unveiled for the first time in 1933, by Sir Graeme Tyrrell, Chief 

Secretary of Ceylon to commemorate Old Royalists who had died or were decorated during the Great 

War (First World War). Then in the recent past a war memorial has been unveiled to honour all 

Royalists who sacrificed their lives during the two world wars and the civil conflict that ended in 2009.     

 

  
 

 

 
                                                               Royal College War Memorial 
                    Pic: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsjSCbtwqZE&ab_channel=ChandimalFernando 

 

The way the names and 

pen pictures of the 88 

Royalists appear in the 

book ‘The History of 

Royal College’ (Vijitha 

Yapa Publications, 2019)  

Pic courtesy: Royal 

College 1960 Group 

Please refer Annexure 

at page 26 and 

onwards for pen 

pictures of all Royalists 

who volunteered to 

fight in the Great War.  
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              Roll of Honour of Thomians who fought in the Great War (1914-1918) 

 

                
    

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Arndt C E 

Abeysekera A 

Andree A M U 

Arndt U 

Alvia S 

Bay G 

Bell W 

Bennett W P  

Burke J 

Burke R 

de Saram R S 

de Saram H 

Diacono H V 

D’Silva C 

de Zilva F G 

de Zilva W C 

de Zilva C L  

de Livera C 

Ebert, Dr J H 

Green C M 

Gamble F M 

Glennie N 

Glennie M 

 

 

 

 

                                    

Grenier M 

Garvin W 

Horsfall B, V. C. 

Horsfall G 

Halliley N E 

Hunter H H   

Hower F 

Hebenton H R 

Hebenton J F A 

Ronald W 

Silva S L  

Smith M 

South T 

Strong B 

Sproule P St Q 

Tringham H V 

Tennekoon P 

Tennant C 

Todd H E H 

Weinman E C 

Ingleton J R 

Jan H G 

 

Jayetileke L V S 

Jayawardena L V S 

Keyt W E, M.C. 

Keyt S H S 

Keyt E M 

Koelmeyer S 

Keane R   

Leembruggen W 

Leembruggen H V 

Leembruggen R A 

Leembruggen R C F 

Leembruggen B 

Ludovici F, R.G.A. 

Martensz W K 

Moir J 

Magenout W 

Mac Heyzer L M  

Nicholas E H 

Nicol W T 

Nicol J S 

Nell M 

Perera S O L 

 

 

 

Pereira S W 

Poulier H 

Obeysekere F 

Ramanathan S 

Reimers E 

Richards E  

Robertson B 

Staples H E W 

Van Rooyen G E 

Weerakoon W M 

Welch F 

Winter W 

Wickramaratna R F 

Wickramasinghe R  

Wiggin W 

Wijewardene D C 

Weinman E C   

Zanetti O L  

Zanetti A C 

Zanetti B G 
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St. Thomas’ College Mt Lavinia 

 

The names of the 86 volunteers from St. Thomas who went to fight in the war are given in a souvenir 

published recently by the college to commemorate its War Heroes.  A Commemorative Panel has 

been unveiled in the hall to remember the Old Thomians who had volunteered to fight in the Great 

War (First World War). Then in the recent past a War Memorial Monument has also been unveiled to 

commemorate Old Thomians who had died in combat during the Great War (First World War), World 

War II and the country’s Civil War that ended in 2009.   

 

   
                                                        

 

 
                                                        Memorial Monument of St. Thomas’s College, Mt Lavinia  

The way the 86 names of the Thomians who 

volunteered to fight in the Great War (1914-

1918) appear in a souvenir published by St. 

College to commemorate its war heroes.  

Pics courtesy: Gp Capt Pulasthi Jayasinha, SLAF 

(Retd)  

http://www.dailynews.lk/sites/default/files/news/2018/04/24/z_p04-Thomians-01.jpg
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First Thomian to fall in battle 

 

March 27, 1918. Ablainzeville - Mayannaville, France. A defence line of the British during World War 1. 

This period was also known as the spring offensive. All was not quiet, as some thought. There was 

heavy fighting, with the Germans trying to take control over British positions. A young lad, leading 

from front was in the thick of battle. Back in Ceylon, many of his friends were in their classes, at the 

school by the sea, in Mount Lavinia. 

 

As the day progressed, there was so much moaning, groaning and gnashing of teeth at the front lines. 

When sun went down, wounded severely, in pain, the first Thomian, 2nd Lt Basil Horsefall, made the 

supreme sacrifice. The sacrifice for Queen and Country, the annals of Thomian history was recorded 

with pride and honour. Amidst tears, anguish and sorrow for the family. He was awarded with the 

Victoria Cross (VC)* the British Empire’s highest gallantry medal.  

 
* Only two other volunteers from Ceylon were awarded the VC in World War I, 2nd Lt G.R.D. Moor and Major 

S.W. Loudoun-Shand.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest and most 

prestigious award of the British honours system. It is 

awarded for valour "in the presence of the enemy" to 

members of the British Armed Forces. It may be 

awarded posthumously. 



15 
 

                      Lieutenant Basil Arthur Horsfall, VC:  A Thomian who fought and died 

 

  
                                                                                    Pics: Google Images  

Basil Horsfall was born on 4 October 1887, the youngest son of Mr W F Horsfall, in Colombo, Ceylon 

(now Sri Lanka). He was educated in Ceylon and at Sir William Borlase’s Grammar School, Marlow, in 

England, after which he returned to Ceylon where he is reported as working variously as a rubber 

planter, an accountant, and a civil servant in the Public Works Department. 

He was a member of the Ceylon Engineers, a locally-raised force of European expatriates largely 

drawn from the Public Works Department which was mobilised for the duration of World War I. In 

July 1916, aged 28, he returned to Britain where he was gazetted as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st 

Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment, on 19 December 1916. 

Basil was wounded on 11 May 1917 while serving with the 1st Battalion and after recovery and 

convalescence in England was attached to the 11th (Service) Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment (the 

Accrington Pals) on 24 October 1917. 

On 27 March 1918 the Pals came under a very heavy attack as the Germans attempted to capture the 

village of Ayette, south of Arras. The Germans stormed the Pals’ positions again and again, with each 

side suffering heavy casualties. 

In a letter to Basil Horsfall’s father, the Pals’ Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Rickman, 

described the desperate situation: 

“In the action fought between Ablainzeville and Mayannaville on 26th and 27th March 1918, my 

Battalion (11th East Lancs.) was holding the ridge which runs between Ablainzeville and Mayannaville. 

My left was on the road which runs from Courcelles Le Comte Le Ayette. The enemy attacked very 

heavily on the dates mentioned. Your son was commanding the left platoon of my left company. The 

11th East Lancs. Prolonged the line towards Mayonnaville. The 11th East Lancs. were driven off the 

ridge but your son continued to hold to his position. I received a message from him saying that he had 

been driven back but that he was counterattacking which he most successfully did, driving the enemy 

back and gaining his objective. He being wounded severely (in the head) at the time. Hearing that the 

two other platoon commanders on the ridge were both killed and the other platoon commander 
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wounded he refused to leave his men. Throughout the day a very heavy fight was continued. Twice 

your son lost his position but each time he counterattacked, driving the enemy back. He held his 

ground though his Company had lost 135 out of 180 engaged. In the evening when both my flanks 

were driven in on to my headquarters, I sent written instructions to your son to retire on to the line of 

Ayette. He received the instructions and carried them out, himself remaining behind to supervise the 

retirement. During the retirement he was unfortunately killed close to the ridge which he had so 

gallantly held for two days. His body had to be left where he fell, and the ridge has been in the 

possession of the Germans ever since. By his splendid example and devotion to duty undoubtedly a 

very critical situation was saved.” 

Nearly 70 years later, one of his soldiers, ex-Private Arthur Cheetham, described Basil Horsfall’s final 

moments to the Pals local newspaper, the Accrington Observer: 

“The order to retire came. Before we set off, 2/Lt Horsfall shouted ‘every man for himself’. Terrible 

words but a terrible situation to be in. 

“2/Lt Horsfall was on my left as we started to cross an old airfield but 20 yards after we started he 

simply wasn’t there. Our company lost about 25 men crossing that airfield. There were five of us in my 

party and two didn’t make it. Of all the time I spent in France that was a day I will never forget.” 

Basil Horsfall’s body was never found. He is commemorated on the Arras Memorial. His Victoria Cross 

is kept in the Museum, and is one of its proudest possessions.   
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Keyt W E 

Krause J H A  

Lamb P O 

Leembruggen F 

Leembruggen W E 

Mack O R  

Marshall H T  

Morel S A  

Nell P M 

Nicholas V A 

Perera G D A 

Perera M S  

Pereira S O L  

Phillips W P  

Pietersz J W 

Poulier A E A 

Reimers L V 

Ruston B  

Saldin H H 

Samarasinghe L P  

Samaraweera E E 

 

 

              

           Roll of Honour of Kingswoodians who fought in the Great War (1914-1918) 

  

                
    

                                                                                                                  

 

    

                                                            

 

 

 

 Anderson D A 

Anthonisz S A L  

Barber C B  

Barber L W 

Barber P C 

Bassette G E  

Bassette C E  

Bates S F 

Bell W  

Blackett G  

Bowtell S 

Burke R W  

Casie Chitty J E  

Chunchie K A  

Cook V C 

Crowther P F H  

Crowther R F H  

De Moor W  

De Vos B L  

De Vos C W  

De Vos L G  

  

Schokman C C  

Smith E L  

Smith R L 

Smith W L  

Smith J W  

Smith R O A 

Sproule R St. Q 

Strong B H  

Toussaint L G  

Van Cuylenberg A 

Vander S V  

Van Dort R  

Van Sanden H G  

Van Sanden K D  

Van Sanden O C  

Weinman A N  

Wijetunge V E  

Woutersz E S  

 

de Joodt C T  

Drieberg J F H 

Fernando H L  

Foreman T H 

Foreman W  

Forster V E  

Guinan B L 

Guinan E A  

Haigh A R  

Haigh J E 

Halfhide J 

Hardy F T 

Hawke L P 

Helsham H G 

Hermon R 

Hillman B 

Jansen D H 

Jansen T R 

Jones H R  

Jonklaas St. J B 

Kent C F H  

 

Keyt W E 

Krause J H A  

Lamb P O 

Leembruggen F 

Leembruggen W E 

Mack O R  

Marshall H T  

Morel S A  

Nell P M 

Nicholas V A 

Perera G D A 

Perera M S  

Pereira S O L  

Phillips W P  

Pietersz J W 

Poulier A E A 

Reimers L V 

Ruston B  

Saldin H H 

Samarasinghe LP  

Samaraweera E E 
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Kingswood College Kandy 
 
The record of details of 82 Kingswoodians who volunteered to fight in the Great War is given in the 
book ‘K. F. E. The Story of Kingswood, Kandy by L E Blaze Principal 1891-1923’. Recently the college 
has established a War Museum in honour of the students who have sacrificed their lives during the 
two world wars and the civil war that ended in 2009.  
 

   

           

 

            Opening of the Kingswood College War Museum 
Pic: https://www.facebook.com/TheIslandJournal.lk/photos/ a.185257858661168/472549016598716 

 

The way the 82 names appear 

in the book, ‘K. F. E. The Story 

of Kingswood, Kandy by L E 

Blaze Principal 1891-1923’ 

(Saravodaya Vishwalekha 1994) 

Please refer Annexure at page 

30 and onwards for names and 

pen pictures of the 

Kingswoodians who volunteered 

to fight in the Great War.  

Pic courtesy: Brig J B 

Galgamuwa, SLA (SR), Retd    

 

https://www.facebook.com/TheIslandJournal.lk/photos/
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Reginald Hermon: A Kingswoodian who was awarded the Military Medal for Bravery  

 

 
                                                                          Reginald Hermon 

 
His son, Maj. Richard Hermon, RAAC, (Retd) a Trintian says the following.  
 
“My Father Reginald Hermon who served with The Coldstream Guards in WW1 was awarded a 
Military Medal for bravery. He was an Old Kingswoodian and travelled to England privately to join 
up…I wear his medals with pride on ANZAC day and on Remembrance Day! …I am happy to share the 

following short Bio-data and some photos of my Father”.  
 

  REGINALD (Reggie) HERMON 

Service No 21688 

Born 08/08/1898 in Colombo Ceylon. 

Educated at Kingswood College Kandy Ceylon 

Enlisted in 5th Bn Coldstream Regiment of 

Footguards.12/02/1917.At the age of 18 Yrs. and 7 months, 

stating that he was 21 Yrs. old (He was amongst the first 

non-white men recruited into a Guard’s Regt) 

Was trained at Windsor Castle. 

Volunteered to be sent to France with the 2nd Bn 

Coldstream Guards on 16/10/2017 although he had not 

completed the usual term of Guards training. 

Suffered Shell shock on28/02 1918. 

Was wounded near Cambrai 09/10/1918 

Was awarded Military Medal for bravery in the field  

Was demobilised 06 /03 1919 after serving 2yrs and 145 

days at the end of WW1. 

Returned to Ceylon and took up a career as a planter 
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Reginald Hermon’s War Medals along with Cap 

Badges of Coldstream Guards, The large medal on 

the right upper is a Ceylon Govt Medal presented 

to Ceylonese who served in WW 1, with the name 

of the recipient engraved. 

Pics courtesy: Maj Richard Hermon, RAAC (Retd) 
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              Roll of Honour of Trintians who fought in the Great War (1914-1918) 

 

                
    

    

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Aiyadurai, R 

Aluwihare R 

Andrew J 

Arndt C 

Andarawewe P A  

Asche H C J (Staff) 

Asirivadem S 

Bartholomeusz J W S 

Cowan J (Staff) 

Campbell N P (Staff) 

Drieberg F 

De Vos H A E 

Duckworth B L 

Drieberg J F H 

Fraser A G (Principal) 

Forster H C 

Gooneratne C 

Gavin H E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goonetileke A 

Grigson Rankine E Y 

Grigson Rankine E Y 

Gunesekera A 

Halangode A B 

Houlder A C (Staff) 

Henry J A E 

Hayden T 

Holloway L E F 

Hill F 

Inman H C 

Jansen R 

Jones R L  

Kent C F H 

Loos J 

Macdonald R  

Macgregor L D 

Martin O 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

Modder V  

Murray K 

Mulgrue G R (Staff)  

Ondatje M 

Paramanathan A 

Pate W H 

Paynter A G  

Paynter H S (Staff) 

Pelpola P D 

Perera A W 

Perera H A 

Perera A G F  

Pilapitiya C H 

Pilapitiya D L 

Renfrew J 

Roberts J 

Roberts W H 

Rudra A 

 

 

Saunders P 

Senaviratne D B (Staff) 

Skipp R 

Selvadurai E M 

Scott-Coates P 

Squire E C 

Stewart R 

Thien P 

Thompson R D 

Vander Poorten A 

Wagiswera W K 

Wamsley A M 

Weerakody T 

Weinmann C O 

Wells A E 

Wells A J 

White O 

Young C 
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Trinity College Kandy 
 
The souvenir published in 1990 commemorate 100 years of Cadeting at Trinity College gives the 
names of 72 volunteers who went from the college to fight in the great war. It also gives pen pictures 
for 64 of them.  
 

 
 
 
But the Roll of Honour panel displayed in the college hall indicates that 65 masters, men and boys 
gave their services overseas during the war.  It is said that out of this number there were no fewer 
than 33 casualties – 13 killed, 18 wounded, and two taken prisoner by the Germans which is 50% of 
the number that proceeded to the battle front. Probably 7 other names were found out many years 
after the panel was done.  
 

The way the 72 names appear 

in the souvenir, ‘100 years 

Cadeting:  Trinity College 

Kandy 1890-1990’ 

Please refer Annexure at page 

30 and onwards for names and 

pen pictures of the Trintians 

who volunteered to fight in 

the Great War.  

Image Courtesy: Brig Hiran 

Halangoda (Retd)    
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                                                     The Roll of Honour Panel at Trinity College  
                                                                    Pic: Google Images 
 
In respect of Trintians who went to war, Janaka Perera says; 
 
“Over 300 young Sri Lankans had participated in the WW I campaigns and forty five 45 had died Sixty 
five (65) of the volunteers were from Trinity College. Thirteen (13) of them were killed and eighteen 
(18) wounded and two taken prisoner.  In the college premises stands a World War I German machine 
gun, which the British had captured. King George had presented the weapon to the school as a mark of 
gratitude. Trinity became the first school outside England - on the other side of the Empire - to be thus 
honoured”.  
 

   
 

  
                                                                                         Pics: Google Images 
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                                                                                      Pics: Google Images 

 
However even though the souvenir commemorating 100 years of Cadeting in the College lists 72 
names, the roll of honour panel lists 67 names, the plaques fixed to the gun display structure gives the 
number as 65. Probably only 65 names were on record at the time when the plaques were done for 
the gun structure and the balance 7 names being found very much later.  
 
The records give a group photo of four of the Trintians who volunteered i.e. for Richard Aluwihare, 
Albert Halangode, Frank Drieberg, and Ajit (Jik) Rudra. Aluwihare had been Senior Prefect, and had 
won the Cricket Lion and the Ryde Gold medal for the Best All Round Student. Halangode had won a 
Rugger Lion.  Few months’ later news has been received to say that Frank Drieberg, age 19 had been 
killed in the Somme battle, and that Aluwihare and Halangode had been severely wounded. Rudra had 
got safely through the battle of the Somme but had got severely wounded later at Ypres…  
 

 

Seated from left to right: 

Richard Aluvihare (later IGP),         

A. B. Halangode  

Standing from left to right:  

S. Dreiburg, A. Rudra. 

                                                                    

Pic from: 

Courtesy: Janaka Perera 
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                         Major General Ajit Rudra: A Trintian who fought and survived 
 

 
                                                                     Major General Ajit Rudra 
                                                                                  Pic: Google Images 

In 1997, Reliance Publishing House, New Delhi, published a biography of Major General Rudra. Its 
author was Major General D.K. Palit, its title ‘Major General A.A. Rudra, His Service in Three Armies 
and Two World Wars’. As General Palit says in his preface: “General (Jik) Rudra, wanted his story, in 
my words!” 

I will quote, from the book General ‘Jik’ Rudra’s description of his first day in battle in World War I: 
“The seven-day bombardment stopped sometime during the night… we were made to line up along 
the parapet of the trench. The great battle of the Somme was about to begin – a pipedream victory of 
the Generals and their staffs fighting the battle at one remove from the front… We saw our officers 
leap up and unsheathe their swords, shouting, ‘Come on chaps. Let’s go and get at ‘em… I felt a thrill 
at this old-fashioned ritual, it did not last long. As soon as we scrambled up and began our charge, we 
began to be mowed down by enemy machine gun fire. I saw officers fall while still brandishing their 
swords. 

“On our right I saw an extraordinary sight, a Highland Regiment going into the attack. I could make out 
through the dust haze succeeding lines of burly Scots, advancing in their kilts and plaids, line after line, 
their pipers playing them on. It was like a parade ground drill: line followed line as the men kept 
falling. They marched resolutely to their deaths, in drill formation. Only one NCO and 11 men of the 
Scottish Battalion survived. Crawling forward into a crater I suddenly caught sight of Aluwihare lying 
wounded. His arm had been wounded, but not too badly. I helped him to put on his field dressing and 
then advised him to crawl back to our trenches: but he refused, he said he could not leave me there 
and go back to safety. I was still trying to talk him into going back when suddenly a shell landed close 
to our crater. We were all lifted up and flung a few feet away. 

“Glancing around I saw Aluwihare lying in the open… his uniform covered with blood… Helped by a 
survivor in my section I pulled him into the crater and removed his equipment and tunic. There were 
two or three dead soldiers lying in the crater. We took their field dressings and patched up Aluwihare. 
We lay in the crater the rest of the day. Darkness came slowly… we ventured to crawl out of our 
crater, dragging Aluwihare with us as gently as we could. We encountered a line of our own Military 
Policemen lying in position behind the trenches. Their job was to prevent anyone from coming back – 
and to shoot them down, if they persisted. We had a wounded man with us and since our machine 
gun was clearly unusable, we were allowed to return. 
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“We later learned that our Commanding Officer, the Adjutant and all the Company Commanders had 
either been killed or wounded. Of the 30 or more Officers who went into battle, only three or four 
came back. Of the men in the Company, only about 60. Of our foursome from Trinity College, Ceylon, 
Drieberg had been killed: Aluwihare and Halangoda wounded and evacuated to hospital. Only I was 
unscathed, so far.” 

 

SRI LANKA’S NATIONAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 

In honour of those killed in combat during the two world wars, national services of remembrance are 

held annually around the world including Sri Lanka on Remembrance Sunday, the closest Sunday to 11 

November (Armistice Day related to World War 1) each year.  

 

In Sri Lanka, the national service of remembrance is held at the site of the Cenotaph War Memorial in 

Viharamahadevi Park, Colombo. This war memorial is dedicated to the military personnel from Ceylon 

killed in action during the two world wars. It comprises a towering Cenotaph and Memorial Walls.  

 
                                                                Cenotaph War Memorial, Colombo 

                                                                             Pic: Google Images 

 

The Cenotaph contains the names of those killed in the Great War (the First World War), while the 

Memorial Wall behind it maintains the names of those killed in the Second World War. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_Day


27 
 

  
 

CONCLUSION 
 

For the conclusion, the following paragraphs from the article “World War I: The Great War Centenary 

and Sri Lanka” by Charitha Ratwatte is hereby quoted.  

In 2014 the centenary of the great sacrifice made by a whole generation of young people for our 
enduring freedom was completed. Nine million young men gave up their lives. Albert Marshall, the 
last surviving Cavalryman of the First World War, who died on 16 May 2005, described what he could 
never forget: “Going into no man’s land a few hours after another abortive infantry advance, 
following an officer with a white flag, to bury the dead. There were hundreds of them: all but a 
handful had been killed immediately. The mud was too compacted to dig down far. As his unit 
marched back, he trod under his boots the corpses of the men with whom, that morning, he had 
eaten breakfast. 

The sacrifice of these youth was whittled away by scheming politicians and by 1939; the world was at 
war again. This has happened over and over again, when post war or conflict diplomacy and politics 
are mishandled and war has to be resorted to again, throughout the history of the world. Winston 
Churchill warned after the First World War: “Woe betide the leaders, now perched on their pinnacles 
of triumph, if they cast away at the conference table, what the soldiers had won on a hundred blood-
soaked battlefields.” 

It will help all right-thinking Sri Lankans, to focus our minds on Churchill’s prophetic words, if some 
commemoration event is organised to honour the sacrifice of the young ‘Ceylonese’ who fought in the 
Great War, 100 years ago. Also, the sacrifice by all young enlisted men, before and since, including in 

The way the names of those 

killed in World War 1 

appear on the Cenotaph  

Please refer Annexure at 
page 24 for all the names 
as inscribed in the 
Cenotaph of those who 
died in battle after 
volunteering from Ceylon 
to fight in the Great War 
(1914-1918).    
 

Image courtesy: Quintus 

Andradi, SLN (Retd) 
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Sri Lanka’s past few years. Maybe the lead can be taken by the four Colleges, Trinity, Royal, St. 
Thomas’, and Kingswood, which sent volunteer school boys into the holocaust. 

The successor to the Ceylon Defence Force, the Sri Lanka Army, and the successor to the Ceylon Cadet 
Battalion, the National Cadet Corps, since all four Colleges had and have Cadet Platoons, could also 
contribute. It is a real need of the hour. Political leaders must be guided by ordinary people, who end 
up making the supreme sacrifice as enlisted men, while the politicians survive, ‘perched on their 
pinnacles of triumph,’ as Churchill said. 

This article will remind those in charge to fulfill their obligation of remembering those valiant 
volunteers by inscribing their names on the Cenotaph wall and for the present day schoolboy cadets 
from these 4 schools to be given an opportunity to lay wreaths in their honour and remember them at 
the next Armed Forces Remembrance day parade in November. 'LEST WE FORGET'. 
-- Brig Hiran Halangode, SLA (GW), Retd -- 

                                                      ****************** 

 

 

Note:  
Annexures appear from next page (Page 29) onwards. 
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ANNEXURE A - PEN PICTURES OF ROYALISTS WHO VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT IN THE GREAT WAR   
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Source: The History of Royal College (Vijitha Yapa Publications, 2019)  

Courtesy: Royal College 1960 Group via Gp Capt Kumar Kirinde, SLAF (Retd)     
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ANNEX B - PEN PICTURES OF THOMIANS WHO VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT THE GREAT WAR 
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  ANNEX C - PEN PICTURES OF   KINGSWOODIANS WHO VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT 

THE GREAT WAR 
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Source: K.F.E. The Story of Kingswood, Kandy by L. E. Blaze (Principal 1891-1923) 

Courtesy: Kingswood Union via Brig J B Galgamuwa, SLA (SR), Retd   
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                           ANNEX D - PEN PICTURES OF TRINTIANS WHO VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT THE GREAT WAR 
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              Source: 100 YEARS CADETING-TRINITY COLLEGE KANDY 1890-1990 

              Courtesy: Trinity College Kandy via Brig Hiran Halangode, SLA (GW), Retd   
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ANNEXURE E - NAMES OF CEYLON VOLUNTEERS WHO DIED IN THE GREAT WAR AS INSCRIBED ON THE CENOTAPH 
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          Pics Courtesy: Quintus Andradi, SLN (Retd)  
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                                                                                    Pic: Google Images 
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Note:  
The reader is invited to share or arrange to share information / material related to members of any 
other schools (students, old boys and staff) who volunteered to fight in World War I, with the 
compiler of this document via email (kirinde@gmail.com)  
 
                                                             ___________________________________________ 

 

KWK_25-5-2021 

 

 


