SRI LANKA'S FIRST AERIAL FLOWER DROP IN 1940

Courtesy: Archaeological Society of Sri Lanka and Abayadhara Makalanda
through Ashi Fernando (aviator, writer and aviation history enthusiast)

On 19th June 1940, N.S. Makalanda made history when he hired an aeroplane and made a
spectacular aerial offering of jasmine flowers and scented perfume over the newly renovated
Ruwanweliseya stupa, during the unveiling of its crystal pinnacle. The flight which departed from
Ratmalana airport, and flew for 170 minutes costing Mr Makalanda a princely sum One Hundred
and Twenty-Seven rupees and Fifty cents [Rs 127/50] made history as the first ever ‘Flower Drop”
flight of Ceylon’s aviation Centenary.

Makalanda, who engaged in this meritorious deed, hails from Kotte and was an old boy of Royal
College Colombo. Being a quiet, unassuming and shy person, Makalanda kept his achievements
under wraps for decades, until his son decided to share this valuable piece of history with the
world.

Given below is the correspondence that took place between Makalanda and the relevant
authorities that led to the memorable event.



Note: The pilot of the history making flight was FIt Lt R. Duncanson who held a ‘B’ licence at the
time. No mention is made of the type of aeroplane that did this historic flight. However, given the
fact that there were three de Havilland aircraft; the DH 60 Moth, Tiger Moth and the Moth Minor
and one British Aircraft, the BA Swallow, which were operated by the Aero Club at the time, it is
most certainly one of these aircraft that did the flight.
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Courtesy:

Archaeological Society of Sri Lanka

Abayadhara Makalanda [Son of N.S. Makalanda]
Additional info: Capt Ashi Fernando



N.S. Makalanda
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