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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas

On the Holy night of December 25, a Child is born, to us a son is giv-
en.... And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace. He is the Savior Jesus Christ the King,
was born to Joseph & Mary in a stable in Bethlehem. This day is cele-
brated and commemorated as Christmas Day and cities around the
world are aglow with colourful lights and decorations for Christmas.
This religious event has now become highly commercialised; shops are
adorned with tinsel decorations, shelves full of toys and various types
and sizes of Christmas trees are displayed as early as October and No-
vember. Shops will aim at making the most of the festive season com-
peting for a share of shoppers who tend to set record breaking sales each
year. Australians are forecast to spend $63.9 Billion in the pre-Christmas
sales period for 2022 (Source SCN).

5 Christmas is also the season for annual holi-
A days and a happy & enjoyable time is had by
d ' R .. everyone.
B " So what really is the main essence of cele-

brating Christmas, the birth of our Lord and
8 Savior Jesus Christ and the salvation He
‘J! 1 and what do Christians do to celebrate this
day?

& Churches have special masses at midnight

on Christmas day and also throughout the
day. Churches are crowded as families reunite from near and far and
come together to celebrate the event and worship together. Christmas
mass is very special and is an integral part of the Christmas celebrations
by Christians. The singing of Christmas carols by a choir joined by the
congregation is something glorious to behold. Here we feel the true es-
sence of the meaning of Christmas making us aware that the birth of
Jesus Christ is the reason for the season.

At homes children awaken early

on Christmas morn to open gifts
left under the Christmas tree by

Santa Clause.

8 In my younger days in Stri Lanka
(in the 50’s & 60’s), we looked

ll forward to having Christmas cake,
Kraft tin cheese and cream crack-
ers, eggs and bacon, Lingus sau-
sages, ham, breudher and milk wine just to name a few of the delightful
foods enjoyed on that special day of the year. We lived out of Colombo
and my parents would prepare sweet and savory finger-food and togeth-
er with my brother and sister, we would take a plate of this food to all
the neighbourhood friends on Christmas day. We were very quick to
give out the plate and return for the next as the neighbours would slip a
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packet of fire crackers or money (Rs 2.00) as a gift under the tea cloth
covering the plate ... who would collect the most? These were won-
derful times of giving and sharing.

At this special time of families and friends getting together over
Christmas breakfast, Christmas lunch or Christmas dinner, gifts are
exchanged. It is a time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas
and thank the Lord for all the blessings he has given us and remem-
ber those who are less privileged and cannot join in the celebrations.
Love is the true meaning of Christmas so let us remember the poor
and vulnerable and lend them a helping hand so that they too can
experience happiness and the true meaning of Christmas. May the
Infant Jesus fill you with His Peace, Love & Joy.

So to all the readers, have yourself a very merry Christmas and may
God bless you.

Marilyn & Jeremy Pritchard
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¥ “Lessons Learnt in Flood Mitigation - Australian
and Sri Lankan Perspectives”

PE'SL

The Institution of Engineers Sti Lanka (IESL) Queensland Chapter and
Sabaragamuwa Chapter jointly hosted its 15th Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) activity on Sunday, 25th September 2022 as a webi-
nar.

The presentation was delivered online by an expert panel:

e Dr. Prasanna Egodawatta - Senior Lecturer in Water/Environmental
Engineering at the Queensland University of Technology.

e  Dr Sharmil Markar - Managing Director of WRM Water & Environ-
ment, a Brisbane-based specialist water resources consultancy.
k O

Prof. K.D.W. Nandalal - Senior Professor in the Department of Civil
} Engineering at the University of Peradeniya.

e Eng S.P.C. Sugeeshwara - current Director of Irrigation (Hydrology

and Disaster Management) of the Irrigation Department of Sti Lanka.

The seminar provided insight into :

=~ o TFloods in Australia: frequency, severity , damage and Brisbane River
Floods
e Floods in Sri Lanka: causes, hotspots and impacts
e Roles and responsibilities of government agencies in flood mitigation
"~ e Flood mitigation: Australian context
e flood modelling, forecasting and flood risk management
e  Queensland flood mitigation framework
e  Flood mitigation: Sti Lankan context
e focus and progress on structural flood mitigation
< e  major projects and their impacts

The event, attended by more than 70 participants from around Australia
and overseas, including Sri Lanka, ended with an extended Q & A panel
! discussion session.

I The Management Committee of the QLLD Chapter takes this opportunity

*  to thank the expert panel members for their excellent presentations, Saba-
ragamuwa Chapter, all attendees and 4EB Sri Lankan Radio Group for
media coverage.

Q Dr Chanaka Abeysingha,

On behalf of the Management Committee
The Institution of Engineers Stri Lanka QIld Chapter Inc

Teesha Manage Wins the Diver of the Year Queensland
Award

Dacehaena congratulates Brisbane
resident Teesha Manage for win-
ning the diver of the year Queens-
land Awatd for the age group
16/18.

She was also a team captain at the
2022 School Sport Australia Div-
ing Championships held at the
Brisbane Aquatic Centre.

Counrtesy: bttps:/ | www.divinggld.org.an/
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Stri Lankan Netball Team: Gold Medal Winners

Sri Lanka Sports association and Mr. Sugath Wijedoru (Littles
Lawyers) welcomed the Sri Lanka Track Masters Netball team
from Sri Lanka visiting Brisbane for the 12th Pan Pacific Masters
Games held at the Gold Coast Sports and Leisure centre on 6th
November 2022.

They took part on a five day first round games and they qualified
to play the semi- finals and finally they became the Gold Medal
winners in the category of age group 35s. We had the presence of
Mr. Anton Swan, Honorary Consul for Sti Lanka in Queensland,
and wife Bronwen at the finals.

Prior to departure, they were hosted for dinner by Dr. Sanjeewa
Kulawickrama, the Gold Coast Sti Lanka association & they
thanked the Sri Lanka Sports association of Brisbane, Gold Coast
Sri Lanka association, Sandhya Abeysekera, Food Caterers and the
community from Brisbane and Gold Coast for the endless support
given to them in many ways.

Sunil Gooneratne
Sri Lanka Sports Association of Queensland
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b Maroons Charity Walk 2022
CHOOSE On Sunday, 13 November 2022, approximately a hundred
’ Queenslanders participated in a 3 km or 6 km walk around
G'DAY CARERS Berrinba Wetlands Park, Browns Plains to raise funds for a worthy |
AS YOUR cause. The purpose of the walk, organised by the Old Anandians
Association of Queensland Inc. (OAAQ), was to raise funds to pro-
vide essential nutrition packs for low-income, malnourished preg-
REGISTERED nant women in Gampaha district of Sri Lanka.
NDI S This is the 8th edition of the walk that OAAQ has organised. This

Queensland, Mr. Anton Swan.
OUR SERVICES .. .
In addition to our faithful members,

We provide support for people with disabilities . .y .
between the age group of 7 fo 65 years under their families and friends, the gather-
a NDIS plan CONTACT US

ing welcomed many Queenslanders
¢ area covers Erisbane, Gold of Sri Lankan and non-Sri Lankan

Our wide serv

event aims to support our community in Queensland & Sri Lanka
PROVIDER and was attended by Chief Guest, Hon.Consul for Stri Lanka in

Coast, Logan eaudesert .. g9 °
e origin. The participants enjoyed a
Our team consists of well-qualified and trained b f 1 . d
professionais who have over 12 years ek eautiful November morning an
rien ing people with Physical ’ p I ; 11

b il g PRt e https://sites google.com/view/qdaycarers/home were treated to a delicious barbecue

impairment, Brain injury, Autism, Quadriplegic . . lunch pre ared b the OAAQ Man-

and al support needs Email: gdaycarers@gmail.com prep > Q
‘ agement Committee.
h We provide Support Workers for transportation \ = )

A N\ Prior to the current economic crisis, & u e is
! e "9\1 L T e there were government sponsored ’ .

overight home care programs to provide the essential

Ou experienced disabiy Support Workers Dinesh 0400894252 nutrition for pregnant women. To-

encourage participants to engage in social of

day, such assistance has been cur-
tailed and with significantly dimin-

We provide our services to NDIS plan . 3

managed and self-managed paricipants 2477 ished spending power of the popula-

tion, this has become a humanitarian

crisis.

recreational 2 ith full enthusiasm.
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Reportedly, the Gampaha District
of Sri Lanka has approximately
Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood 3,000 low-income malnourished

2017 - helloworld Gold & Silver High Sales Achievement Award in Queensiand pregnant mothers. Consuming the
2016 & 2018 - Winner of Trafalgar Tours Champion Agency in Queensland necessary nutrition during pregnan-

2016 - Best 10 Offices in Australia for Premium - Luxury - Insight Journey Tours cy iS crucial © bOth eI and
unborn child. The effects of mal-
nourishment is suffered by both
mother and child well after pregnan- :
cy. It is well documented how cru-
cial the first 1000 days is for the
physical and mental development of
a child.

The next generation of intelligent,
healthy Sri Lankan children is being
destroyed silently. With this crisis
situation, OAAQ as proud Anandi-
ans who benefitted from a generation of healthy foods and sound
education, organised this Charity Walk to raise funds to provide
these mothers and their unborn children, the gift of nutrition when
they need it most.

The OAAQ would like to thank everyone for participating at the —a]
event and for the donations received to date. So far, we have raised
over $5000 for this cause. As thetre ate thousands of mothers suffer-

THE WORLD |S WAlTl NG FOR YOU ing, we are continuing to take donations to ensure that we can cater

DISCOVERTHEWORLD W ITH CRUISE & TRAVEL CENTRE SPRINGWOOD for as many as we can. Currently we are able to adequately help 150 —
women.

Contact Lalani or Margaretfor Cruise details and : -
it etz ok If you are keen to help this worthy cause, please visit www.oaaq.org/

= | peer ey Pe (07 R e maroons-charity-walk-2022 to learn more and donate.
‘[‘ ) ~ Thank you all in advance for your continued support of OAAQ
N .
> ,\ 8 heloworld |= TRAVEL Mfmons Charity Walks. e
A H T Nipuna Fonseka . p
Buecters e B DNeS Hous, Spcgmont, N S12Y On behalf of OAAQ Management Committee 2022/2023 o
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Stri Lanka
KALUTARA

It gives me great pleasure in exploring the history of the nation in
searching for the stories behind places of my motherland. Today, I
draw your attention to an incredibly famous place of the country.
Kalutara, that is well known to all pri-
marily because of the temple by the Co-
lombo - Galle Road. It is popularly iden-
tified as “Kalutara Bodhiya”. As it is by
the “Kalu Ganga”, the “Bodhiya” be-
came famous due to its survival with the
common floods related to the “Kalu
Ganga”. Every vehicle passing the shrine
stops at the Bodhiya to offer respect and
venerate. Most public transport vehicles
stop near the Bhodiya and the conductor would run to the donation
till to offer a contribution.

However, the formation of the name “Kalutara” is also linked to
another temple story. Before the area was identified as Kalutara it
had been a jungle. The only available method to cross the river was
the “PARUVA” (Ferry). There were people living by the banks of
the river and there had been a small Buddhist temple too. The young
monk in this temple was intelligent and he was liked by the people.
The monk was shorter than the average people and appeared to be
fat. People referred to him as “THARA HAMUDURUVO”.
THARA?” is another Sinhala word for “fat”. Hence the temple by Y
the river “Kalu” was identified as @ ©® guE ©0 cs¥mnsiense®
o5YesE.

Over time that evolved to be “Kalutara”.

Dr. Nimal Sedera

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a jonrnalist,
poet, motivational speaker and an anthor of over 70 books.

Dahana (Newsletter) Archives

Past copies of Dzhana are found at the following location

https://dtive.google.com/drive/u/1/
folders/1PSOKFSXRCXSga-FrdtDMH WpeReaT1Sn

Please email “DachaenaEditor@gmail.com” if you
encounter access issues.
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Multiculturalism: Pathway to Acceptance

Multiculturalism is a journey of mixing cultural, linguistic, eth-
nic and gastronomic features over time. Over tens of thou-
sands of years through settlement, colonialism and trade, Sri
Lanka has travelled this journey and the multiculturalism with-
in the island continues to evolve through intermixing.

Acknowledgement of multiculturalism can start with being
incorporated into the education system to inspire children to
become comfortable with these ideas. Like Australia, Sti
Lanka could acknowledge the commencement of its history
from the indigenous community in Sri Lanka, the Wanniyala
Aetto to redress their exclusion from the national narrative.

Reforming teaching of Sri Lankan history to incorporate the
role and contributions of all ethnic and cultural groups and
emphasising the contributions made by all communities to the
island’s cultural identity is also important.

Systemic protection for communities against discrimination,
alienation and subjugation are vital to address racism and pro-
vide a safe space for individuals to practice their culture. Judi-
cial protection can help build a pathway towards addressing
discrimination to empower ethnic groups to vocalise their
experiences and share their cultural identity with other Sri
Lankans.

Establishing multicultural societies can help promote cultural
identities and foster sharing cultural experiences. For instance,
in Australia, various multicultural societies regularly host
events showcasing their cultures to general society. If such
events are hosted by the various ethnic groups in Sri Lanka, it
will help build an understanding of the diversity of cultures
that live across the island.

As individuals, we could start conversations about cultural
identity, traditions, cuisine and languages in order to build
awareness and appreciation. For instance, speaking to ones
neighbours in Sri Lanka and ask about their own history and
how they identify can start fruitful conversations about multi-
culturalism. Similarly, studying one’s family ancestry without
judgement and with a sense of curiosity may palpably help
embrace the reality of one’s own multicultural history.

More recently, numerous research articles and documentaries
have begun exploring Sri Lankan multiculturalism in many
languages. One could always take a moment to google Sti
Lankan multiculturalism and learn about the history of Sri
Lanka through fresh perspectives.

When traveling or exploring cuisines in Australia, try and spot
cultural, linguistic, food, or musical similarities. This is likely
to help one understand the myriad ways in which Sri Lanka is
connected to the rest of the world. For instance, Randika and
I often engage in fulfilling conversations with Brazilian, Portu-
guese, Arab, Persian, Indonesian, British and other individuals
regarding our shared linguistic, gastronomic, cultural and eth-
nic connections. These conversations helped us learn that we
all eat patis (empanadas), muscat, faluda, tea and biscuits, and
have so much in common. Learnmg that batik, sambals, and
sarongs are Indonesian only helped cement our bonds with
our Indonesian friends.

Finally, correcting individuals who limit Sri Lankan’s multicul-
turalism to one or two ethnic groups, challenging ideas about
majority rule and separate ethnically divisive political narra-
tives, are vital steps towards cultivating and rebuilding our
inherent multicultural identity.

Randika Jayakody & Jerome Perera
Among Randika and Jerome’s many interests is
a deep passion to understand Sri Lankan
history and culture.
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Book Reading by Janaka Malwatta

A book reading of Janaka Malwatta’s award
winning poetry book “Blackbirds don't mate
with Starlings”, was held at the Avid Reader
Bookshop on the 4th of November. The
catalyst for this book, which won

the Thomas Shapcott Prize this year, had
been the distressing murder of George
Floyd. His poetry brought into focus why so
many of our youth felt compelled to join the
Black Lives Matter movement.

The first poem he read, ‘Swastika’, set the
tone. How this sacred symbol of the East is
now demonised and used to show hate is
shown up brilliantly in this poem. It deeply
- resonated with me, and the direct style used
to confront the issue was truly refreshing.

The real-life circumstances that led him to
understand racism and the effects of coloni-
N alism, were revealed in his conversation with
| his fellow author Shastra Deo who hosted
"/ 4 the event. Born in Sti Lanka, migrated in his

Janaka autographing a  childhood to England and to Brisbane in

book with his son Nisara adulthood; his identity is questioned in the
looking on brilliantly simple poem “I am/am I”.

Answering a question from the audience,
Janaka mentioned a request for a book launch in Sri Lanka. In a
country that is still suffering from the effects of colonisation to the
extent that “Whitening Cream’ has become a must-use product and
where different races and religions are trying to find one voice, I be-
lieve Janaka has a very relevant and important message to spread.
This is reflected in his poem Triptych;

“if you have to choose between fitting in and being you,
you need to know the right thing is not the easy thing
but it’s easier than caving in.”

Gothami Meepe

Gothami is a past president of the Sri Lanka Society of
Queenstand and the current Cultural Coordinator for FSOQ

m Institution of Engineers Sri Lanka Queensland
e Chapter Management Committee 2022/2023

President:

Imm. Past President:
Vice President:
Secretary:

Treasurer:

Editor:

Committee Members:

Eng Jayantha Wickramatunga
Eng Asoka Tittagala

Dr Chanaka Abeysinghe
Eng Nimal Pushpakumara
Eng Abdul Majeed Ziyath
Eng Gihan Vitharanage
Eng Arthur de Alwis

Dr Sewmini Jayathilake
Eng Thushara Weerakkody
Eng Thanushka Peiris

Eng Thilini Pathiranage
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DOCTORS

Are you Looking for a :E-: Doctor?

Dr Wasantha Hettiarchchi
Dr Anuke Warakaulle

Dr Deshani Ranasinghe
Dr Widanagamage Epa

Dr Devika Jayawardena

Dr Kanchanamala Ranasinghe
Dr Gihan Gunawardena

Dr Lakmini Basnayaka

Dr Sandirasegraram Abraham |

Dr Sumedha Amarasinghe

Dr Gemunu Suresh Ranawake
Dr Maheshika Weerawardena
Dr Karu Muthuthamby

Dr Sujab Ismail

Dr Rewatha Dassanayake

Dr Nilmini Thilakarathne

Dr Singanayagam Suriyapalan
Dr Upul Mahawattha

Dr Kandana ( Lumbini ) Perera.
Dr Niswan Preena

I Dr Sithy Lebbe
= I . ¥

Caring For Sri Lankan Expacts Living In Brisbane
Call Your Nearest Medical Centre

Dr Upuli Pathirana - Ayurveda qualified

T ¥

=" == =

Lawnton Market Medical Centre

%, 35194666 Healthcare Doctors Indooroopilly <, 32058118

Cannon Hill Family Doctors
L.31613228 Approved Covid Vacoine Center

%, 33303233 Eight Mile Plains Family Doctors

Woolloongabba Medical Centre
Ageroved Covid Vaccine Center

Y 32619117 Bald Hills Doctors

Approved Covid Vaccine Center

32173344

Chapel Hill Family Doctors
Approved Covid Vaceine Center

Forest Lake Doctors
Approved Covid Vaocine Center

. 32768877 . 31729910

(= Bulk Billed For Overseas Visitors/Parents Who Register With

v
nib ‘! Allianz@  medibank
1

@

VACANCIES AVAILABLE FOR GPs ALL MEDICAL CENTRES & 247 DOCTOR HOME VISITING SERVICE

Call Nisal: 0420661676

Join our Team Email: nisal@tmedicals.com.au

Refer Us a Doctor Friend and Earn & \:}

www.healthcaredoctors.com.au
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Nostalgia

I remember, I remember

the apple orchards winding indefinitely, row by row

the branches of each tree spread out, as if so proud,

of the bounty they brought and the sweetness they give so

a party of colours, of chaos and order
a beauty that sprung from simple seeds
blessed with mud and rain.

nature's sacred mead

I remember, I remember

the garden, always a shade brighter than the day

blossoms opening as if a book, a book that was more sculpted than
written,

the ink infusing into the petals, to give them a soft glow as they lay

I remember, I remember

a cosy countryside cottage, radiating with warmth

so tempting, aromas swirling in the wind, with the faint scent of egg
tart

almost perfect, as if a taunt

I remember, I remember

the goldfinch who comes in her earthy-hued brown,

that rich yet gentle shade that reminds me of the woodlands.
her nest, a sprawl of sticks and branches, almost of a crown

I remember, I remember

the trickling river, the ecosystem’s fuel,

the many rustic hues of the submerged pebbles
more priceless than any jewel

Anurag Keerthiratne

Anurag is a year 7 student at Stretton State College,
Brisbane, and passionate about writing. He enjoys
playing Piano and Viola too.

Founder of “Vinoda Samaya” Alfred Perera Passes Away

Alfred Petera, a veteran actor and a senior radio announcer, had
passed away on 20 November at the age of 93.

He has served as a senior news reader at the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation (SLBC) for a long period.

Alfred Perera was the founder and also the
host of the radio program “Vinoda Samaya”,
which was extremely popular in Sri Lanka for
several years.

He had further served as an instant language
_ translator in the Parliament of Sri Lanka for a
£ long time, while he was also in charge of the
Sinhala section of Radio Veritas in Manila, Philippines.

Maruwa Samaga Wase (1977), Sinhawa Atharin (2015) and Sanda
Nega Eddi (1960) are a few of the popular Sri Lankan movies he had
starred in. He has also starred in a number of teledramas.

http:/ | www.adaderana.lfe/

Editors Note

We encourage you, the loyal readers to contribute to Daehaena.

Please feel free to write or encourage your children to write on your
topics on interest, travels, books you read etc.

Please limit the word count to 500 maximum and send it to
daehaenaeditor@gmail.com by the 22nd of the month.

“%

Your Tax REFUNDS to the MAX!
RAINBOW ACCOUNTING

TAX ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED SMSF AUDITORS
ABN 30 659 122 853

Gishanthi Wickramasinghe
BSc (Bus Admin), MSc (Acctg), MIPA, CPA

» All types of tax returns » Business planning

» Financial reports » ASIC compliance

« Self Managed Super Funds (SMSF) Bookkeeping

« Business Activity Statements (BAS)  « Audit services

« Business setups » Financial Brokering -

w
Ph: (07) 3198 4120

Email: contact@rainbowaccounting.com.au

Clemwell House, Unit 3,1155 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill Qld 4170
PO Box 210 Cannon Hill Qld 4170

www.rainbowaccounting.com.au
Where numbers and knowledge meet

INVEST IN AN STATE OF THE ART CCTV AND
ALARM SYSTEM FROM AES SECURITY

WaustraLang

iy’

Vv Security Alarms
& CCTV Systems

Ob“gation / Data & Network
Free Cabling
QUOtatiOI'IS +/ Home Automation

M: +61402715486

E: security@aesqld.com W: www.aesqld.com
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65th State Literary Awards

The 65th State Literary Awards Ceremony was held at the BMICH on
Friday 28 October 2022.

Forty State Literary Awards and three “Sahitya Ratna” Awards were
presented at the ceremony, organised by the State Literary Advisory
Council, the Sti Lanka Arts Council, the Department of Cultural Af-
fairs and the Ministry of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs.

Prof. Chandrasiri Palliyaguru (Sinhala Medium), Prof. Kamani Jay-
asekara (English Medium) and T. Gnanasekaran (Tamil Medium) were
honoured with the “Sahitya Ratna” Lifetime Award.

g .-

The award for the best independent Sinhala novel was received by
Eric Ilayapparachchi for his novel ‘Nakula Muni.” The award for the
best independent English novel was received by Dr. Premini Amer-
asinghe for ‘Footprints,” while the award for best independent Tamil
novel was presented to Sivalingam Arooran for ‘Adurasalei.’

“There is a speciality in awarding an independent Tamil novel this
year. The author penned this novel behind bars in the New Magazine
prison for many years. He saw the world while spending his life within
the walls of his 6X4 cell.”, the announcer of the State Literacy Award
2022 read while Sivalingam Arooran was walking to the stage amidst
‘magul bera’ to receive the award from State Minister Vidura Wick-
ramanayake.
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‘OG0 e® 06"
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Despite the fact that his entire youth was spent in a dark and cold

prison cell, Arooran was seen smiling and sharing a light moment
with the Prison official who was walking with him.

Sivalingam Arooran receiving his
award

Dr. Premini Amerasinghe receiving
ber award

“He has penned eight books while incarcerated and all of them were
nominated for the State Literacy Awards. In 2016 he won the award

for best independent Tamil novel as well. One of his books was writ-
ten in English while the others were penned in Tamil.”

Arooran remains behind bars for 16 years under the draconian Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act (PTA). His novel ‘Adurasalei’ won the
State Literacy Award for independent Tamil novel this year.

An engineering graduate from University of Moratuwa in 2004,

Arooran was pursuing his postgraduate studies at University of -
Peradeniya when he was arrested in 2009 over the LTTE suicide

bomb blast on 1 December 2006 that targeted then Defence Ministry
Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa at Pittala Junction, Colombo.

Counrtesy: https:/ / ceylontoday.lk/ 2022/ 11/ 05/ novel-written-bebind-bars-sheds-light-on-
pta/ and bitps:/ | www.sundaytimes.lk/ 221030/ news/ writers-honoured-at-6 5 th-state-
literary-awards-ceremony-500312.html

You might have a TPD claim on your superannuation. We could
also help you claim if you have had
a motor vehicle or work accident.
Contact Sanath Hettiarachchi now on | TP{L | LAWYERS =

1800 958 498 or help@tpil.com.au Settle for best .

T

L10, 95 North Quay, Brisbane 4000 / L6, 33 Elkhorn Ave Surfers Paradise 4217
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BOOK REVIEW: Chai Time at Cinnamon Gardens
by Shankari Chandran

Cinnamon Gardens is a quiet, nursing home, set in
the suburbs of modern-day Sydney, Australia and
home to an eclectic community of eldetly folk from
various ethnic backgrounds. It is a monument to
Maya and Zhakir’s dedication to care and inclusivity
in establishing a place that provides a home that
reminds its residents of their original home in Sri
Lanka, serving roti, sambal and sothi in gardens full
of jasmine vines and with a shrine room accommo-
dating all religious denominations. But as Tamil academics who were
forced to flee political persecution, Maya and Zhakir carry deep
wounds that have not healed despite years as immigrants in multicul-
tural Australia. When Gareth, an aspiring but disgruntled political
candidate and friend of Maya’s daughter Anjali, accuses the nursing
home of being racist for removing a statue of Captain Cook from its
premises, he unmasks the simmering underbelly of racism in the
wider community around the nursing home and sets in motion a
series of events that will irrevocably change all of their lives.

Told through the eyes of Australian Tamil author and social justice
lawyer, Shankari Chandran, this story weaves together many com-
plex themes across modern day Australia and civil war time Sri
Lanka, dealing with racism in its overt and subtle forms, issues of
cultural erasure, inter-generational impact of trauma and the immi-
grant struggle of integration versus maintaining cultural identity.

- Fundamentally it is about family, the memories that sustain us, the
' secrets that haunt us and the stories that shape us.

] Sumudu Britton
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Hantane Nite 2022

Hantane Nite 2022, the biennial get-together of the Peradeniya uni-
versity Alumni of Queensland was held last month with 400 partici-
pants at Beenleigh Event Centre. Usually the once in two years event
was not held in 2020 due to the pandemic situation. The event was
well received this time by the alumni and sold out well before the

Dance “Chandra Payanna”

Prof Balasuriya

day of the event.

Alumni had a great time catching up with their fellow alumni and
their families and all were entertained throughout the night with
music by SOLOZ, a Brisbane Sti Lankan band. Entertainment was
not limited to the adults as magic shows and face painting were
warmly welcome by the kids.

The chief guest who gave the Keynote address was Professor
Premalatha Balasuriya who is a true Pera Alumni, who spent 30
years of her life in the Faculty of Medicine, University of Peradeniya.

Needy students will be supported by the proceedings of this event in
this difficult time in our motherland.

The organising committee wishes to thank all participants as well as
the generous sponsors.

Thushara Weerakkody
Chairman, Organising Committee

Sri Lanka Sports Association of Qld.
Management Committee 2022 /2023

President: Mr Sunil Gooneratne
Vice President: Mr Nalaka Rajakaruna
Secretary: Mrs. Charini Weerasinghe
Asst. Secretary: Mr Sandeep Jayasootiya ]
Treasurer: Mr Dharith Fernando
Asst. Treasurer: Mr Iyan de Abrew e
Committee Members:  Mr Jayantha Pathikirikorale
Mr Lal Mendis
Mr Prasad Kodikara —
Mr Saminda de Silva
Mr Sadeesh Dissanayake
Mr Sam Weerappuli
Mrs. Yasuththara Fernando —y
Mr. Laksitha Gajasinghe )
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Monthly News Digest: November 2022
04 | T20 World Cup: Sri Lanka crash out after Australia beat | b#tps:/ /www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking news/ T20-World-Cup-Sri-1anka-crash-out
Afghanistan -after-Australia-beat-Afghanistan/ 108-248024 ;
05 | Five-member delimitation committee appointed bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lf/ breaking news/ Five-meniber-delimitation-committee-
appointed/ 108-248076
06 | Four ministries to remain under the purview of the Pres- | bttp://www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 85962/ four-ministries-to-remain-under-the-
ident purview-of-the-president
06 | President gives priority for ethnic reconciliation https:/ [ www.sundaytimes.te/ 221106/ columns/ president-gives-priority-for-ethnic-
reconciliation-500981.htwl
11 | T20 World Cup: Wanindu Hasaranga shortlisted for bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news/ 86080/ 120-world-cup-wanindu-hasaranga-
Player of Tournament shortlisted-for-player-of-tournament
11 | Court orders police to record statement from Gotabaya | btp://www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 86079/ court-orders-police-to-record-statement-from
-gotabaya
11 | India’s top court releases 06 convicts in Rajiv Gandhi bitp:/ [ www.adaderana.ll/ news/ 8607 3 / indias-top-court-releases-06-convicts-in-
assassination rajiv-gandhi-assassination
14 | Five independent MPs cross over to SJB-led alliance bitp:/ [ www.adaderana.ll/ news/ 86 148/ five-independent-nips-cross-over-to-gjb-led-
alliance
14 | Budget deficit for fiscal year 2023 estimated at Rs. 2,404 | bttp:/ / www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 86144/ budget-deficit-for-fiscal-year-2023-
Bn estimated-at-rs-2404-bn
14 | Paying wards system to be re-implemented in govt hos- P
pitals 4
15 | Govt. has unpaid bills of about Rs. 200 billion - Finance
Secretary
15 | Faisz Musthapha appointed Chancellor of South Eastern | Jp:/ /www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 86166/ faisz-musthapha-appointed-chancellor-of-
University South-eastern-university |
17 | DMT revises motor vehicle fees from tomorrow bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking news/ DNT-revises-motor-vebicle-fees-from-
tomorrow/108-248739
17 | President directs immediate implementation of FTA bttps:/ [ www.ft. IR/ front-page/ President-directs-immediate-implementation-of-F 1 A-
with Singapore with-Singapore/ 44-742054
17 | Passports to cost more bttps:/ [ www.ft.Ik/ front-page/ Passports-to-cost-more/ 44-742049 -
18 | English language usage in practical based activities from | Attps:/ /www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking news/ English-language-usage-in-practical- ,
next year: Minister based-activities-from-next-year-Minister/ 108-248857
18 | OPA gets its first woman President bttps:/ [ www.ft.Ik/ front-page/ OPA-gets-its-first-woman-President | 44-742064
21 NCPI-based inflation drops to 70.6% in October J
october
21 Blue Planet Laureate Prof. Mohan Munasinghe felicitat- | J#tps:/ /www.dailymirror.ilk/ news-features/ Blue-Planet-1_anreate-Prof-Moban-
ed by Royalty in Japan Munasinghe-felicitated-by-Royalty-in-Japan/ 131-248940
22 | SLFP suspends membership of eight MPs including Mrs | https:/ [ ceviontoday.le/ 2022/ 11/ 22/ sifp-suspends-membership-of-eight-mps. '
Chandrika Kumaranatunga
22 | Budget passed with a majority of 37 bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ top _story/ Budget-passed-with-a-majority-of-37/155-
249103
23 | Former Minister Muthu Sivalingam passes away bttp:/ [ www.adaderana lk/ news/ 86 329/ former-minister-muthu-sivalingam-passes-
away
I s li 1
24 mport ban on several items relaxed
25 | SriLanka raises visa, other fees from December 1 bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lke/ breaking news/ Sri-Ianka-raises-visa-other-fees-from-
December-1/108-249318
26 | SL to ban air passengers from wearing more than 22 bttps:/ [ ceylontoday.ik/ 2022/ 11/ 26 / sil-to-ban-air-passengers-from-wearing-more-
carats — Finance Ministry than-22-carats-finance-ministry
27 | Tamil political parties agree on three steps to resolve bttp:/ [www.adaderana.lf/ news/ 86410/ tamil-political-parties-agree-on-three-steps-
issues in north & east to-resole-issues-in-north-east
27 | No retirement parties at state expense for public-sector bttps:/ [ www.sundaytimes.ik/ 221127 [ news/ no-retirement-parties-at-state-expense-
officials for-public-sector-officials-503524. html B
29 | New Chief of Staff appointed to Sti LLanka Army hitp:/ [ www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 86469/ new-chief-of-staf-appointed-to-sri-lanka- 1

arnzy
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Musical Night of the Year!

) Senbad b Boes
In aid of Gootna, Buddhist Vinara of Queensland

dnSsSdha 6 a;"‘
‘ Mhine

Iurst time in anbane

Saturday 03" December 2022
6:00pm

c6re1< k Music By
\ @6 w0 Indrajith Mirihana
8a) q@OcQt)ma)cs(s) & doE)...

.  iSEEChurch Auditorium
308, Seventeen Mile Rocks Road
Seventeen Mile Rocks, OLD 4073

A Tickets: Gold: $75 Adult: $60 Family: $130
(kids under 12y)

tickets: https://www.trybooking.com/CCAUT

Sarath 0432179528
Ruchika 0410410167

Old Josephians Club of Queensland

The members, their families & well wishes
are cordially invited to the

Christmas Family Dinner

on the 11" December 2022 at 7.00 pm

at Bangkok Milton, 3/530 Milton Road,
Toowong QLD 4066

Donations: $45.00 aduits
$25.00 for kids under 12

Drinks: BYO

Contact for information

Michael Obeyesekere - 0419 769 429 Yohan Fernando - 0429 398 438
Niroshan de S Wijeyeratne - 040 0187 148 Marlon Santiage -/0402 330 203
Davenal Flanderka - 0419 024 708 Roshan Gunewardena - 0450 405 981

A very Silver Fawn
Christmas Celebration

Carols, Dinner and Dancing

Saturday December 3, 2022
6:00-pm - 11:00pm

" Raffles

Everto

7 Gearside

Savouries served during the Carols
Delicious Buffet Dinner by Thilani

Christmas Cake will be served

Members $45.00
Guests: $55.00
Payment due by Friday 25 November

Limited number of nckelg“,\ :
so book early to avoid
disappointment by

contacting <

Please pay )
Silver Fawn Club Inc. Laurensz 0408414 973 &

BSB 064 131 Thomazine 0419 480 808,

Account No 0090234 :”‘i"g:;; ;;g ;i;
Ref: Your Surname + Christmas s :

Silver Fawn Club Inc.
New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance
Saturday December 31, 2022

730 = 1:00am

Everton Park Bowls Club
7 Gearside Street, Everton Park

Su!mpru« LS ‘Buﬂ';’r Pinner by Thilani

ce in the New Yedr with Kiribath

Dance ro,rlu non stop music (f
’I\fgel"ﬂnrhmmz
and
Russéll Lowe

Oh What A Night!

Members $50.00 Avoid disappointment

Guests $60.00 s by booking early with

Paymentdueby x Namal 0433 427 377

Thursday December 22 Tyrone 0403 205 423

Silver Fawn Club Inc: .

BSB 064 131 SUVZIE 0409 533540
Brian 0421 210 421

Account No 0090234
Ref: Your surname + NYE Ray 0416 844 374
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Sti Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE QId Federal Government Consultation on Australia's
Migration System
Musical Event: Wassana Sihine Goodna Temple The Federal Government has announced a comprehensive review
; ) . of Australia’s migration system to ensure it better meets existing
Christmas Function Silver Fawn Club challenges and sets a clear direction for the coming decades.

i Forest Lake Temple .. . . L. . .
Sangamitta Day p The review is now accepting written submissions. A Discussion

Christmas Family Dinner Old Josephians Paper has been prepared to guide stakeholder input. Submissions
will close on 15 December 2022.

New Year’s Eve Dance Silver Fawn Club
. . . For further information about the review, please see the review
Lank: f QI . . >

New Year Dinner Dance Sri Lanka Society of Qld website and Terms of Reference (link) I
The links are below

Atavisi Buddha Puja and Seth Pirith ~ Goodna Temple . .
Discussion Paper

Atavisi Vandana to invoke New Year ) )

Blessings Forest Lake Temple https:/ /www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/reviews-

Blessing the students commencing and-inquiries/discussion_paper.pdf

. . Forest Lake Temple .
their studies Website

Richmond Mahinda

RMOBAQ Charity Walk Old Boys Association

https:/ /www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reviews
-and-inquities/departmental-reviews/migration-system-for-

Deshabimani Geetha Prasangaya 2023 SI. Buddhist Monastery australias-future
Terms of Reference

Commemorating the 75th Anniver-
sary of Sri Lankan Independence

Valentines dinner dance with Infinity YES Entertainment

https:/ /www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/ terms-of-

Forest Lake Temple S
reference-migration-strategy.pdf

'+ Wasthi Brishane Multicultural Affairs
.ast o } Department of Children, Youth Justice and Multicultural Affairs
Musmal S}.IO\.V in aid of Qld Buddhist Goodna Temple P 07 3215 2500 E ma@cyjma.qld.gov.au
Vihara building fund -
Valentine’s Day Have-A-Chat Lunch  Silver Fawn Club
B0 BBHC YesoDw Sinhala Asso. of QId
SANGAYANA: Charity Karaoke ~ Private Radio 4EB - Sti Lankan Program Schedule \
Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1
“The News” Musical Concert Sathsara Entertainment
Date Producet/Panel Operator
Annual General Meeting Silver Fawn Club -
Marines Dinner Dance Aradhana Entertainment 04 Dec | Lakmini Keerawella/ Kasun Karunaratne
Prathiba 2023 Ssi Lanka Arts Circle 11 Dec |Sam Fernando/ Sam Fernando
Musical Show Nalee Studio Production 18 Dec |Samanmal Gunaratne/ Samanmal Gunaratne
25 Dec })errlick\xl/:ernagdoh(Christmas Program)/
anaka Weerasinghe
Bak Maha Ulela: Sinhala & Tamil .
15 Naew Yaea?: el Siohaia amt Sinhala Asso.of QId 01 Jan |Programming Group/ Kasun Karunaratne
Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1
06 Vesak Festival at Goodna Temple Goodna Temple
. . Producer/Panel Operator
Vesak Festival: Special Sermon,
06 . . Forest Lake Temple
Bhakthi Gee and Lantern Display 07D "Yovun Sandella’ - Janaka & the team /
20 Vesak Celebrations at Acacia Ridge Goodna Temple ©¢ | Sameera Samarasinghe
State School p o

14 Dec | Lalith Keerthirathne/ Janaka Weerasinghe

Engineers Nite IESL QId Chapter

Prema Weerawardhena - Carol Program
/ Niraj Kariyawasam, Sameera Samarasinghe

BNS Concert Aradhana Ent. 28 Dec Sameera Samarasinghe and Guests / —_—
&@ ©®@mm emEOS Musical Show by p. Sameera Samarasinghe

Sisira Bandaragama "Yovun Sandella" - Janaka & the team / Mithila Wani-
gathunge

21 Dec

04 Jan

DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsibility and all

P liability (including withont limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use of E-newsletter is at -

your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in reliance on the information on E: Jetter, any interruption, delay in operation or transmission, virus, jcations failure, g
lifficnlti Ui dware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material contained in it ’

internet access diff 5 01 1 jon in
for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful.
k Editors : Wimal Kannangara and Jayantha Ameratunga  Advisory Committee : Vasanthe Vithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara Pathirannehelage, Kasun Karunaratne and Himaya Siddibalu Wickramahenage
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