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New Year Message

Sri Lankan Consulate

The Year appears to have passed so quickly
after two years of the COVID pandemic
which we in our Lifetime have not faced,
with isolation of family members and friends.
It has been a very difficult time for all of us
with the restrictions that we encountered.

We hope and pray that the New Year will
bring us Peace, Harmony and Good Will to
all of us. The Festive Season is a time that
family and friends get together to celebrate
this time of the year and to share gifts among

themselves. I also take this opportunity to
share our thoughts and prayers for our Inside this issue:
Brothers and Sisters back home who are
going through a very difficult time. We hope Nihal Nelson and Nuwan Gunawardena pass away 2
and pray that the Year 2023 will overcome .
the hardships that they have faced in the last year. So53 BEOBwE By - 0G0 §E@ HODmD -
Unfortunately, the Sti Lanka Consulate General’s Office in Sydney, was 08538 ©@10530® S 3
closed in April 2022 due to the financial crisis back home and inquiries
have now been di_rected to the Sti Lanka ngh Commissioner’s officein | Pongal 2023; Stoties behind names and places in Sti
Canberra. My duties as the Hon. Consul has intensified due to closure of | [ anka; Accountant of the year 4
the Sydney Office and my duties have been very demanding. Unfortu- _
nately, my tenure as the Hon. Consul will come to end soon due to age The Afro Ceylonese Community 5
restrictions which has been a policy of the Dept. Foreign Affairs in Co- - -
lombo. I have been very fortunate and privileged to serve the communi- | esydeed @0 50 Desed 6
ty and Country of my Birth for almost 30 years. Unfortunately, at some ] N N
stage of our lives, there is a time that we must move on and spend time e ool goesy 0 Su'geed gdwo 7
with our families. I feel this is the time because we don’t know what Travel Diary - Trip along the Great Ocean Drive
tomorrow will bring us. The Hon. Consul duties are very demanding Regional Victoria, and T%owoomba; App of the month 8
now that the community has grown over the years and a person who has
a normal 9 to 5 job will find it very difficult to carry out his/her duties Advertisements 9
because this is a non-paying job but the satisfaction of serving the com- Advertisements/Event Flyers 10
munity. -

) ] o ) o Event Flyers 11
I like to take this opportunity in showing my appreciation to the -
Daxhana Newsletter and the Committee members for giving us the up- Monthly News Digest: 1-17 December 2022; Sri 12
dates on events back home and locally over the years. Also, to all the Lanka Public Holidays; Queensland Public Holidays
contributors who have given us the pleasure of reading all those interest-
ing articles over a petiod. Sri Lankan Events Calendar-SE Qld, Program Schedule; 13
My family and T wish all you readers the very best for the New Year and | Multicultural Community Centre
may it bring Prosperity and Peace to the World.
Anton Swan. OAM ARUNELLA - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am
J.P. Qualified SANDELLA - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm

Hon. Consul for Sti Lanka in Queensland

4AEB FM 98.1 - SRI LANKAN PROGRAMMES
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Nihal Nelson

Famous Sri Lankan vocalist,
song writer and composet,
Nihal Nelson passed away.
He holds the record for
making the most albums rec-
orded by a Sti Lankan with
113 albums. His wife, Malini,
died in 2020 and he has one

SOn.

His first recording was Las- ‘
sanata Pipuna Wanamal and
his 1978 release of Gune

6;'1;}" TRICO FREIGHT

-
Ayyage Kamare was also a hit. He was also a playback singer for
many Sri Lankan films.
(https://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Nihal Nelson)
1
”~ ‘ Qy‘ o
Nuwan Gunawardena o :
Veteran Sri Lankan singer Nuwan "
“ Gunawardena passed away on 08 De- |
cember. He was receiving treatment at [ o
! . a hospital in Colombo at the time of
’ s his demise, accotding to family
! sources. Gunawardena, who was also o
04 1 6 010 o 1 7 "\‘ one of the leading playback singersin -
S e it QT Sti Lankan Sinhala cinema, was known -
'S Email sales@tricofreight.com.au TRICO FREIGHT £or i populb hl,t,s sl s Cape”, Mlla Sainda Blie”,
Address : 424, Waterford Rd, Ellen Grove QLD 4078 RN Sl Wik Bl
http://www.adaderana.lk/news/86694/veteran-singer-nuwan-gunawardena-
passes-away
Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood ‘

2017 - helloworld Gold & Silver High Sales Achievement Award in Queensiand
2016 & 2018 — Winner of Trafalgar Tours Champion Agency in Queensland CHOOSE

2016 - Best 10 Offices in Austrlis or Premum -Luxury - Insight Journey Tous
G’DAY CARERS
AS YOUR
REGISTERED
NDIS
PROVIDER

OUR SERVICES

We provide support for people with disabilities
between the age group of 7 to 65 years under
a NDIS plan CONTACT US

Our wide service area covers Brisbane, Gold

Coast, Logan, and Beaudesert

Our team consists of well-qualified and trained
. . B professionals who have over 12 years’ Website:

- n ~ experience supporting people with Physical " e/ : /
g _l. ‘n* ~& T I*; = https://sites.google.com/view/gdaycarershome
O

and mental impairments, MS, MND, Speech

impairment, Brain injury, Autism, Quadriplegic

o and all support needs Email: gdaycarers@gmail.com
THE WORLD IS WAITING FOR YOU T — )
in daily comm ctivities. (S
DISCOVERTHEWORLDW ITH CRUISE & TRAVEL CENTRE SPRINGWOOD RO Rm o \
We offer high-quaitly in-home nursing care R
— service, ranging from four-hour visits 1o
Contact Lalani or Margaretfor Cruise details and pricing overnight 'min\jcara

Our experienced disability Support Workers Di nes h 0400894252

Bl Redeem your reward Tel: (07 Email: trav t
h points for travel Fax: . . Web:www recreational activities with full entl

f‘ Pl Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood We provide our services to NDIS plan
: A A
g 47

encourage participants to engage in social of

managed and self-managed participants 24/7.

helloworld | BN rraver
ijf? ——r [
atani & & Units 9 & 10, Dennis Court :
Directers weveaens 8 Dennis Road, Springwood, Qid 4127 b
R ABN: £3 011 007 477 « Licence No. TAG 829
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THAI PONGAL 2023

As we celebrate the English New
year along with all our Australian
friends, we must not forget that
Thai Pongal, one of the major Hin-
du festivals, will be celebrated soon
on Sunday, the 15th of January. Thai
Pongal is celebrated in a grand man-
ner in the rice growing belt of South
India and Sti Lanka to mark the end
of winter months and the beginning
of longer days as the sun commenc-
es its journey towards the northern
hemisphere (also known as Utharayana). On this auspicious
day, the sun enters the zodiac sign of Capricorn or Maka,
hence this day s also called Makara Sankaranthi.

Pongal Celebration Sri Selva
Vinayakar Koil

On Thai Pongal day, newly harvested rice is boiled with milk
and jaggery and offered to Surya or Sun God outside the
house facing East. A new earthen pot decorated with turmer-
ic and kumkuma (vermillion) and freshly harvested rice with
jaggery and milk is cooked on a fire wood lit stove. As the
milk begins to boil everyone in the household joins in chorus
chanting PongalOPongal. In other patts of India, this auspi-
cious day is celebrated by distribution of alms to the poor,
flying kites, decorating the house in different colours, etc.
Pongal Day is followed by Mattu Pongal, an event to honour
the bulls traditionally used for ploughing and other heavy du-
ties in the field. This is followed by Jalli Kattu, where the vil-
lage youngsters try to tame the bull. It is believed that such
competition allows farmers to breed superior hybrid of bulls
and prepare the youth for a tough life as farmer.

Vasu Vasudevan

Vasu Vasudevan is a resident of Brisbane. A
retired Chemical Engineer currently spending
his retired life with two grand kids and pursu-
ing new hobbies and dabbling in spirituality .
His motto : Life is too short and there is so
mitch to learn. So try something new.

Accountant of the Year

Vajira Jayasooriya, the founder and partner of Austral Accountants, won the
“Accountant of the Year — National Award” at the recent National Congress of
the Institute of Public Accountants (IPA) held in the Gold Coast, Australia. He
also received the “Accountant of the Year - Queensland State Award” at the same
event. The Institute of Public Accountants (IPA) is recognized as one of Austral-
ia's oldest representative professional bodies for accountants, having been formed

almost 100 years ago.

The award from IPA is a success story for Vajira in his accounting career of 12
years. It is in recognition of his outstanding work to the community, contributions to the profession, qualifications, ongoing train-
ing, entrepreneurial skills and endorsements from his clients, making him the first person of Sri Lankan heritage to win this prestig-

ious award.

Vajira is a graduate of the University of Colombo and completed his postgraduate studies at the Griffin University, Australia. .
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka

HEMMATHAGAMA

Hemmathagama is a small town in the Sabaragamuwa prov-
ince, closer to the famous town Kegalle.

How the name Hemmathagama evolved is quite interesting
and it is linked to a key chapter in the Mahawansa where the
famous King Dutugemunu ruled the nation for several dec-
ades, after winning a major battle defeating the Indian invader
Elara that ruled the nation from Anuradhapura.

After winning the war, King Dutugemunu began the develop-
ment work of the nation reviewing agtriculture. He also con-
centrated on the development of Buddhism in the country. It
was the time that he was building the tallest pagoda ever built
in the nation, the “Ruvanveliseya”. The King extended invita-
tion to the people to come and help building the pagoda and
the people readily responded.

It is said that King Dutugemunu never wanted to have forced
labour in this religious mission. He saw to it that everyone that
worked in building the pagoda was compensated, paying
them reasonable wages. Our history states that during this
time several natural resources like silver and gold were found
in the country as a nature’s blessing to the King’s religious
mission.

During this era, the Sinhala word used for “Gold blend earth”
was “Hem?”. The King was informed of the gold found in the
place now identified as Hemmatagama. It is believed that
King Dutugemunu made arrangements to take catre of the
gold pits found. As mentioned above, the Sinhala name for
“Gold blend earth” was “hem”. Hem mathuuna gama
evolved to be “Hemmathagama.

Drt. Nimal Sedera

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a jonrnalist, poet, motivational
speaker and an author of over 70 books.

Happy New Year
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The Afro Ceylonese Community
The Sri Lankan African community has a long and established
history which makes the Afro Ceylonese one of the oldest com-
munities on the island.

The Afro Ceylonese community represents the descendants of
enslaved Africans, soldiers and individuals of several back-
grounds whose ancestors were settled in Sri Lanka. These indi-
viduals arrived in Sti Lanka through the Arab and European
slave trade in which most communities of Sti Lanka participat-
ed.

The Afro Ceylonese potentially arrived from modern day
Mozambique and other Portuguese colonies of Fastern and
Western Africa. However, it is difficult to establish the origins
of individuals due to the absence of record keeping at the time.
Speaking the lyrical Portuguese Creole, Tamil and Sinhala, Afro
Ceylonese have retained their history and culture intact over
centuries.

Afro Ceylonese people have made significant contributions to
the country from participating in historic conflicts to building
the country through the enslaved and free work of their ances-
tors with the Galle fort being a notable example.

The Afro Ceylonese community practices an effervescent and
energetic form of music and dance known as Kaffringha and
Manja. This is an infectious and recognisable 6/8 beat paired
with call and response lyrics which were integral to the for-
mation of the musical elements of Baila.

On the 24th of September 2017, the Afro Ceylonese communi-
ty celebrated the 500th anniversary of the arrival of what they
believe were the earliest ships bringing their ancestors to Cey-
lon. This celebration involved a re-enactment, being torn away
from Africa and their kinship ties, shipped on slave ships head-
ed for Ceylon to build the nation we all inhabit today. This is an
anniversary that should have been recognized as a national cul-
tural milestone, yet widespread awareness was absent.

A common misunderstanding is that Afro Ceylonese people
have disappeared and no longer exist as a community. Howev-
er, this misunderstanding is based on the flawed and wholly in-
adequate racial categorisation of the census, which forced com-
munities to identify with restricted categories of a major ethnic
group. In actuality, Afro Ceylonese communities have blended
in with the general population of Sri Lankans over centuries and
many of us today ate likely descended from Afro Ceylonese in-
dividuals.

Successive government and societal disctimination has affected
this community over centuries. For instance, this community
has been maligned due to their appearance and skin tone with
the term “kapiriya” being liberally utilised to shame community
members. Caustic stories of cannibalism attributed to the Afro
Ceylonese, including one story about their lips needing to be
padlocked in order to satiate their hunger for flesh which are
falsely shared as historical stoties.

Government classification and implications of the Sinhalese
only policy have limited their access to education, denying writ-
ten literacy to many elders in this community. Nevertheless this
community remains and is a testament to Sti Lanka’s connec-
tion to the African continent.

As many Sri Lankans support the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, it is important to consider our own
Afro Ceylonese community and their
story, contributions and enduring pres-

b ence on our islands.
Randika Jayakody & Jerome Perera
L Among Randika and Jerome’s many interests is
a deep passion to understand Sri Lankan history and culture.
{
_‘4 p. - &
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POSITION PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
V wacnase

) i o geon * Outlines indicative only

W 5km radius 10km radius ® 15km radius
15KM 4 OFFICES 22+
RADIUS FROM CHERMSIDE, PADDINGTON YEARS IN THE
CBD WEST END & TENERIFFE INDUSTRY

L@?‘/_ wy mwwa/‘?/e/ %&M/'[/ fl»’u&/ﬂ-&'(/tf

SAMANTHA BEDFORD NIRA) THIRANAGAMA

P. 07 3325 7804

Positi.n

&’i& ook Gammios: (ki E. pm2@positionproperty.com.au
L‘:") W. o @ @ positionproperty.com.au

What's Your
Property Worth

in the Current
Market?

Find out today, contact Ramya for an obligation
free market update on your property.

04 1827 1827
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You might have a TPD claim on your superannuation. We could
also help you claim if you have had
a motor vehicle or work accident.

Contact Sanath Hettiarachchi now on | TPIL | LAWYERS
1800 958 498 or help@tpil.com.au Settle for best

L10, 95 North Quay, Brisbane 4000 / L6, 33 Elkhorn Ave Surfers Paradise 4217

r O NS KA

Turn your idea into reality

with Brisbane’s Best Custom Software Team

Tailored App
Development

Give us a call:
‘ (07) 3394 8223
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Editors Note - We encourage you, the loyal readers, to contribute
to Dachaena. Please feel free to write or encourage your children to
write on your topics of interest, travel, books you read, etc. "~

Please limit the word count to 500 and send it to ¢
daehaenaeditor@gmail.com by the 22nd of the month. :
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Travel Diary - Trip along the Great Ocean Drive,
Regional Victoria, and Toowoomba

We were living in Melbourne at the time when we had to
move to Brisbane for Chinthika’s studies and my work.
The Christmas holidays were looming large, and so we
took the opportunity to do a ‘mega’ 12-day road trip from
Melbourne to Bris-
bane. The plan was
to first travel West
along the Great
Ocean Road before
turning North to-
wards Queensland.
We thought of making stops at Ballarat, Bendigo, Canber-
ra, Sydney, Blue Mountains, Newcastle, and Byron Bay,
before reaching Brisbane.

We started the trip eatly morning on the 17th of Decem-
ber and our first stop was Werribee Zoo. Although not
overly enthusiastic about zoos, we decided to pay a visit to
this zoo as it follows a different structure of open space
for animals. The animals have a vast land to wonder
around, and the visitors can walk in the protected corridors
and walkways. We also took a safari ride within the zoo
which is included in the $42 adult ticket. Our next stop
was the Victoria State Rose Garden in Werribee South.
This garden displays a quite impressive collection of roses
with a plenty of spaces to relax, and the entry is free of
charge. We then continued along the picturesque Great
Ocean Road, which - to me - is 2 must-do tourist drive in
Australia. It winds along the ocean with some breathtaking
views along the way. We paid a visit to the Split Point
Lighthouse - famously known as the ‘Round the Twist’
lighthouse — as a must-do along the route. We camped for
the day in Lorne but did not forget to pay a visit to the
Great Ocean Road Chocolatetie & Ice Creamery for a treat
of candy and melted chocolate.

Our journey continued along the Great Ocean Road until
we took a slight diversion to Otway Fly Treetop Adven-
tures in Weeaproinah. The slow stroll on the raised plat-
form above the trees was a truly refreshing experience
which was worthwhile for a $23.40 online adult ticket. We
then decided to do a short beach walk at Gibson Steps.
Although the sun was beaming bright, the waves and the
shadows of the beach rock formations kept us cool. Our
next stop was the unmissable Twelve Apostles that offered
us a magnificent view towards the latter part of the after-
noon. We stayed our night in a little farmhouse in Elin-
gamite North, which was a new expetience for us. We had
the chance to wake up to farm fresh eggs and a small spi-
der in our bedstand!

Now we have started treading towards the north of the
country, with Ballarat being our next stop. Our main target
was to visit Sovereign Hill, which is a replica of a gold min-
ing town with costumed actors, a mine tour, coach rides
and other attractions. While the $49 adult ticket was on the
expensive side, we enjoyed every dollar touring this facility.
We drove to Bendigo for the night, when we came across
the dreaded news of possible closure of Queensland state
border due to COVID-19 outbreak. We had to abandon
our initial plan to drive to Canberra the next day and

Gibson Steps
beach walk

.

olden Dragonﬁtseum, Bendigo

sought to reach _
Queensland as W /4
quickly as possible. ~ FEEEE
We decided to take
the Newell Highway
via Dubbo because
possible traffic ques on the Pacific Motorway via Albury.
Regardless, we still managed to tour around Bendigo,
which we felt a picturesque big town. We took the old
Bendigo Tram to visit the Central Deborah Gold Mine.
This gold mine tour was quite adventurous and informa-
tive for its online adult ticket price of $35. We also visited
the Golden Dragon Museum for a mere $12 ticket, which
had a vast collection of items demonstrating the Chinese
heritage around the Gold Rush in Australia in the mid-
1800s. By the end of the day, we realised that it is difficult
to reach Brisbane in a single drive, and so stopped in West
Wyalong for the night.

The next day saw us driving nearly 1000kms, and while on
the way we instinctively decided to explore the Central
Queensland city of Toowoomba, which is known for its
display of flowers. We spent two nights in Toowoomba
and thought of relaxing a bit after a little tedious drive. We
visited the Japanese Garden maintained by the University
of Southern Queensland, which was followed by a sooth-
ing spa treatment. The Toowoomba Art Gallery housed a
vibrant collection of local pieces of atts.

When we drove to Brisbane on the 23rd of December, we
were refreshed and relaxed, despite the unexpected change
of plans which cut our 12-day trip to 7 days. This adven-
turous trip was one of the memorable journeys we have
taken and will remain that way for the years to come.
Ravihansa Rajapakse & Chinthika Ranasinghe

»

Ravibansa works as a lecturer and a

\ tutor and his wife Chinthika works as
an apprentice arrcraft engineer in Bris-
. bane. Ravihansa and Chinthika are

" avid travellers who love exploring na-
. ture and diverse cultnres.

| Bacaidh

App of the month-WiseList

WiseList allows you to create a grocery list and then com-
pare grocery prices side by side between Coles and Wool-
worths. You can also set up alerts for specify items when
they become “Special”.

.
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Times %
LAWYERS ‘

RAINBOW ACCOUNTING

MIGRATION TAX ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED SMSF AUDITORS
LAW ABN 30 659 122 853

Gishanthi Wickramasinghe
BSc (Bus Admin), MSc (Acctg), MIPA, CPA

» All types of tax returns = Business planning
- Z - « Financial reports * ASIC compliance
RIN FERNANDO 0¢ « Self Managed Super Funds (SMSF)  » Bookkeeping

» Business Activity Statements (BAS) e« Audit services
» Business setups » Financial Brokering

rin@timeslawyers.com.au
TimesLawyers.com.au Ph: (07) 3198 4120

Email: contact@rainbowaccounting.com.au

Clemwell House, Unit 3,1155 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill Qld 4170
PO Box 210 Cannon Hill Qld 4170

www.rainbowaccounting.com.au
OTECT HOME

‘ 1 1 Suite 110, level 1 Times Square
! 250 McCullough Street, Sunnybank

Doéfon Are you Looking for a [J% Doctor?

Dr Devika Jayawardena Dr Wasantha Hettiarchchi & k‘

Ep— Dr Kanchanamala Ranasinghe Dr Anuke Warakaulle -
* o . N
Dr Gihan Gunawardena Dr Deshani Ranasinghe

Dr Lakmini Basnayaka Dr Widanagamage Epa

L rGihan Gunawardens+ Dr Deshami Ranasinghe 3
D OrLakmini Basnayoka _+ DrWidanagamagetps
Dr Sandirasegraram Abraham Dr Sumedha Amarasinghe P
| .
| A INVEST IN AN STATE OF THE ART CCTV AND
. W ALARM SYSTEM FROM AES SECURITY
¢

Dr Niswan Preena Dr Rewatha Dassanayake
’ Dr Sithy Lebbe Dr Upuli Pathirana - Ayurveda qualified
== = N T = [ —e—————

Caring For Sri Lankan Expacts Living In Brisbane
Call Your Nearest Medical Centre

L

%, 35194666 Healthcare Doctors Indooroopilly %, 32058118 Lawnton Market Medical Centre
V' Security Alarms
& CCTV Systems

| Cannon Hill Family Doctors
%, 33303233 Eight Mile Plains Family Doctors L 31613225 e i Pt it

Obligation : ¢ Data & Network

Free Cabling

Quotations +/ Home Automation

' 32173344 Woolloongabba Medical Centre

Aggroved Covid Vaccine Center

« 32619117 Bald Hills Doctors

Approved Covid Vaccine Center

— 32768877 Forest Lake Doctors Y 31729910 Chapel Hill Family Doctors

Agmroved Covid Vaocine Center Apgeoved Cowid Vaceine Center

€, BulkBilled For Overseas Visitors/Parents Who Register With
\ B —

@ nib g ‘! Allanz @  medibank
i

» VACANCIES AVAILABLE FOR GPs ALL MEDICAL CENTRES & 247 DOCTOR HOME VISITING SERVICE

Join our Team Call Nisal: 0420661676 Email: nisal@tmedicals.com.au

M: +61402715486

E: security@aesqld.com W: www.aesqld.com

\ Refer Us a Doctor Friend and Earn &

vidar AD2A4AN72
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Venue: Acacia Ridge state
School Auditorium

Anyone can participate
Open for Brisbane Sri Lankan community

Contact: Chaminda hewage: 0430876233 | Chanaka Anesinghe: 0429 129 873
Praseetha Wickramasinghe: 0403 677 150

N NETRENT
PROPERT-LE"E

‘ Your Soving Is

BUSINESS SALES | RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
www.netrent.com.au

OUR SATISFACTION

Rentals Calulator - Netrent Properties.

$4000 P00 P 1456 Pw $1664 Pa $4% 10§14

AAAAA

590610 §1404

- { '::: - Q
S t?. i o

Yoyt Lu Harsha De Silva Nisal Dissanayake

0433 551 386 <, 0403716237 <, 0406 804 553 & 0430 357771 , 0421208322 &, 0420 651 676

& 07 3113 3882 = admin@netrent.com.au
—

Dah®xna (Newsletter) Archives
Past copies of Dxhana are found at the following location

https://drive.google.com/dtive/u/1/

g folders/1PSOkFSXRCXSga-FrdtDMH WpeReaT1Sn
Please email “DachaenaEditor@gmail.com” if you
L encounter access issues.

NN |
Page 10
Richmond Mahinda =%
Old Boys Association
Queensland

4 >
Worro s

RMOBAQ CHiRITY
QUK 2023 gttt

Purpose
Fundraising for scholarships offered to needy children
in Sri Lanka

Rocks Riverside Park
531 Seventeen Mile Rocks Rd, Seventeen Mile Rocks

Saturday

From
21 January g:30sm
2023"'

Light meal will be
provided

Tickets
Adults - $10 | Kids - $5 | Families - $25 :

More information
Wasantha Liyanarachchi - 0412 095 105
Sarath Manathunga - 0403 424 807

SRI LANKAN STy <

“OD0 B 608"

CHRDGD IEDBG
0 Busndoss 2

=
7

ade in Australia
om 100% Australian
gredients
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ENTERTANTNINT
BRIERANE

7PM -1AM

Wleﬂf?le DINNER DANCE %

D GENERAL
3125 (-‘,l\JALxs 380 TICKET

EXCLUSIVE GOLD CLASS ONLY DINNER BUFFET SR LANKAN FOOD AVAILABLE T0 PURCHASE
DESSERT, PRIORITY ENTNY & EXCLUSIVE SEATIG $50 DENERAL - DS INDER 12 YEARS
S50 GOLD CLASS - 1085 UNDER 12 YEARS

DRESS CODE / Yales7

PREMIUM SOUNDS & LIGHTIN

THE CROATION CLUB BRISBANE 210 Dunn Rd, Rockieo QLD 4108

EVENT SPONSORS EVENT PARTNERS

Mansfield KRN S| % MERITON
~ I

THARU VISITHURU &85 VE IN CONCERT

I8 EBRUARYZ2023"
@]MORTONIBAYBOYSICOULEGEJAUDITORIUMIMANLYAWEST
RANIAN | SRITANI | RODNCY | SANATH | ROSHAN
SHALANI | SHANUDRIE | THARINDI | MADHUVY

FOR TICKETS
UDITHA: 0402 143 051- DAMITHA: 0401 S95 214
WIPULA: 0404 810 148 KUMARA: 0433 928 296

)

mesareony |1 3id of Queensland Buddhist Vihara

\[V’/\ (goodna Temple) Building Fund

RRICRANE

N2
F;; | 1@ 06.30PM

RUCHIKA 0410410167
RASITHA 0428937805

}A CASEY

HOME GROUP

Indrajith Mirihana
Vetoron Mudiian

(Music Director)

FEBUARY 25TH 2023
ACACIA RIDGE SCHOOL
AUDITORIUM FROM 5:30

PLEASE CONTAC(
UPAMALIKA AT 0421
PREMA AT 042240

A CHARITY MUSICAL SHOW, RASING

MUCH NEEDED FUNDS FOR
CHILDRENS HOSPITAL AND
PERADENIYA TEACHING HOSPITAL
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Monthly News Digest: 1- 17 December 2022

07 | Revised visa fees come int effect today

bitp:/ [ www.adaderana.lfe/ news.phpZnid=86521

01 | S#i Lanka (SL) targeting 1.5m tourist arrivals in 2023

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86528

02 | Fitch downgrades SL local currency debt rating

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.phpZnid=86531

03 | Colombo ranked amongst 10 cheapest cities in the world

bttps:/ [ www.newswire.lle/ 2022/ 12/ 02/ ein-ranks-colombo-
among-the-cheapest-cities-in-the-world-in-2022

04 | Sri Lankan charged after mother stabbed to death in Melbonrne

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.phpnid=86539

-~

06 | Compulsory retirement age of public sector workers

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.phpnid=86625

07 | Third edition of Lanka Premier League kicks off

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86634

07 | SL seraps COVID vaccination on overseas arrivals

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.phpnid=86652

07 | Sandya Ekneligoda makes it to BBC 100 Women 2022

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86654

10 | US sanctions SL military officer for HR violations

bttp:/ [ www.colombopage.com/ archive 22B
Decl1 _1670737590CH.php

10 | Police chief meets LGBTQ commmunity reps

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86734

11 | S#i Lanka’s air quality gradually improving - NBRO

bitps:[ [ www.themorning.lf/ articles
dXYUYpmY zeEuMEXMY Emg

11 | Former V'C of Peradeniya Uni hospitalised after assault

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.if/ news.php 2nid=86746

12 | Chennai-Jaffna flights resume after nearly three years

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php 2nid=86768

13 | All-party conference on reconciliation gets underway

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.if/ news.php 2nid=86814

14| Over 16,000 tonrist arrivals in first week of December

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.if/ news.php 2nid=86823

15 | Retirement age of doctors, specialists amended in special gazette

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86850

15 | $r Lanka’s GDP contracted by 11.8% in third guarter 2022

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86872

16 | CID probing murder of top businessman found tied inside car

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php2nid=86 884

16 | Australian court allows Danushka Gunathilaka to move house

bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lR/ top story/ Cricketer-Danushka-
allowed-to-move-house-in-Australia/ 155-250605

17 | China agreed to form global sovereign debt ‘roundtable’

bttp:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php 2nid=86906

Sri Lanka Public Holidays 2023

Jan 06 Friday

Jan 15 Sunday
Feb 04 Saturday
Feb 05 Sunday
Feb 18 Saturday
Mar 07 Tuesday
Apr 05 Wednesday
Apr 07 Friday
Apr 13 Thursday
Apr 14 Friday
Apr 22 Saturday
May 01 Monday
May 05 Friday
May 06 Saturday
Jun 03 Saturday
Jun 29 Thursday
Jul 03 Monday
Aug 01 Tuesday
Aug 30 Wednesday
Sep 28 Thursday

Sep 28 Thursday
Oct 28 Saturday
Nov 12 Sunday

.

Duruthu Full Moon Poya Day
Tamil Thai Pongal Day

National Day (Independence Day)
Navam Full Moon Poya Day
Maha Sivarathri Day

Medin Full Moon Poya Day

Bak Full Moon Poya Day

Good Friday

Sinhala and Tamil New Eve
Sinhala and Tamil New Year Day
1f-Ul-Fitr (Ramazan Festival Day)
May Day

Vesak Full Moon Poya Day

Day following Vesak Full Moon Poya
Poson Full Moon Poya Day
1d-Ul-Alha (Hadji Festival Day)
Esala Full Moon Poya Day
Nikini Full Moon Poya Day

Adhi Nikini Full Moon Poya Day
Milad-Un-Nabi (Holy Prophet’s
Birthday)

Binara Full Moon Poya Day

Vap Full Moon Poya Day
Deepavali Festival Day

Sri Lanka Public Holidays 2023 - Cont

Nov 26 Sunday
Dec 25 Monday
Dec 26 Tuesday

11l Full Moon Poya Day
Christmas Day
Unduvap Full Moon Poya Day

Queensland Public Holidays 2023

Jan 01 Sunday New Year’s Day

Jan 02 Monday New Year’s Day Holiday
Jan 26 Thursday Australia Day

Apr 07 Friday Good Friday

Apr 08 Saturday The day after Good Friday
Apr 09 Sunday Easter Sunday

Apr 10 Monday Easter Monday

Apr 25 Tuesday ANZAC Day

May 01 Monday Labour Day

Aug 16 Wednesday
Oct 02 Monday
Dec 24 Sunday
Dec 25 Monday
Dec 26 Tuesday

King’s Birthday

Christmas Day
Boxing Day

Royal Qld. Show (Brisbane Only)

Christmas Eve (6 pm - midnight)

A b


http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86521
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86528
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86531
https://www.newswire.lk/2022/12/02/eiu-ranks-colombo-among-the-cheapest-cities-in-the-world-in-2022/
https://www.newswire.lk/2022/12/02/eiu-ranks-colombo-among-the-cheapest-cities-in-the-world-in-2022/
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86539
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86625
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86634
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86652
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86654
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86734
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/dXYUYpmYzeEuM8xMYEmz
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/dXYUYpmYzeEuM8xMYEmz
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86746
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86768
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86814
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86823
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86850
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86872
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86884
https://www.dailymirror.lk/top_story/Cricketer-Danushka-allowed-to-move-house-in-Australia/155-250605
https://www.dailymirror.lk/top_story/Cricketer-Danushka-allowed-to-move-house-in-Australia/155-250605
http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=86906
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Sri Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE QIld

Atavisi Buddha Puja and Seth
Pirith

Atavisi Vandana to invoke New
Year Blessings

Blessing the students commenc-
ing their studies

RMOBAQ Charity Walk

Deshabimani Geetha Prasangaya
2023

Goodna Temple

Forest Lake Temple

Forest Lake Temple

Richmond Mahinda

SL. Buddhist Monas-
tery

R
Page 13

The Multicultural Community Centre (MCC)

Through Skilling Queenslanders for Work (SQW), MCC pro-
vides skills development, training, and job opportunities to un-
employed, disengaged or disadvantaged Queenslanders through
a suite of targeted skills and training programs.

Enrolment is now open for the next intake of the following

courses:

BSB10120 - Cert I in Workplace Skills (Event/ Festival Organis-

ing)

CHC30121 - Cert 111 in Early Childhood Education and Care
(Child Care)
CHC33015 - Cert I1I in Individual Support (Disability and Age

Care)

et

CPP30321 - Cert III in Cleaning Operations

These courses ate starting on January 2023 in Newmatket and
FREE for eligible participants.

Besides, MCC also aim to assist participants in gaining employ-
ment through our Diverse Queensland Workforce (DQW) pro-
gram. The goal for each participant is to assist them in finding
their confidence to enter the Australian wotkforce and to gain
employment.

William Cheah | Project Coordinator

T 073257 1868 | E william.cheah@mccbrisbane.org

www.mccbrisbane.org S

Commemorating the 75th Anni-

F Lake Templ
versary of SL Independence orest Lake Temple

Valentines dinner dance with In-
finity + Wasthi

2558 Musical show- aid of QId
Buddhist Vihara building fund

B0 DBRC Yeoe®w

YES Entertainment
Brisbane

Goodna Temple

Sinhala Asso. of QId
Silver Fawn Club

Reliving the Loving" High Tea

880®2c82%)2: Charity Karaoke
Night

Private

Sathsara Entertain-
ment

Silver Fawn Club
Aradhana Entertain-

“The News” Musical Concert Radio 4EB - Sri Lankan Program Schedule

Annual General Meeting Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1

| Arunclla-Sunday9.00am-10.00am FM 981 [N
Producer/Panel Operator

Marines Dinner Dance

ment
Prathiba 2023 Sti Lanka Arts Circle 01 Jan |Programming Group/ Kasun Karunaratne
. . Old Anandians Asso
OAAQ Anandians' Night ,
Q & of Qld Inc 08 Jan |Darshika Koggalahewa/ Samanmal Gunaratne
. Nalee Studio Produc-
Pen Kawak Musical Show tions ) ) )
15Jan | Kumarasinghe Dissanayake/ Janaka Weerasinghe
15 Bak Maha Ulela: Sinhala & Tamil Sinhala Asso.of QId 22Jan |Sugee Kannangara/ Wimal Kannangara
. 29 Jan | Lalith Keerthirathne / Wimal Kannangara
06 Vesak Festival - Goodna Temple Goodna Temple
Vesak Festival: Special Sermon 05 Feb |Himaya Anuradha / Kasun Karunaratne
06 Bhakthi G qL Di i Forest Lake Temple
aktht (see and Lantern Display Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1
Vesak Celebrations at Acacia
20 4. Goodna Temple Producer/Panel Operator
Ridge State School p / P
27 Engineers Nite IESL QId Chapter 04 Jan "Yovun Sandella' - Janaka & the team / Mithila Wani-
gathunge
 ——
17 BNS Concert Aradhana Ent. 11 Jan |Kasun, Pulastha and Dushan/ Kasun Karunaratne
24 2g 0@»® emEdS Musical Show  Private 18 Jan |Thisara and Guest/ Thisara Pathirennchelage
— 25Jan | Nimal Wijesiri/ Niraj Kariyawasam
4EB FM 98.1 - SRI LANKAN PROGRAMMES ) | 6= A ., |
Lisien Yovun Sandella" - Janaka & the team / Sameera Sa-
Live 01 Feb | arasinghe
ARUNELLA - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am uve / S
SANDELLA - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm
DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is cirenlated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsibility and all
* liability (including without limitation, liability in ) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Y our use of E-newsletter isat
your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in reliance on the information on E-newsletter, any interruption, delay in operation or jssion, virus, jcations failure,
internet access difficulties or ma jon in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material contained in it ?.
Jfor any purpose or in any way which is unlanful. 3
k Editors : Wimal Kannangara and Jayantha Ameratunga  Advisory Committee : 1 asanthe Vithanage, Jayantha W eerasekera, Thisara Pathirannehelage, Kasun Karunaratne and Himaya Siddibalu Wickramahevage
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