
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE 2023-24 COMMITTEE 
 

L to R : 
*Vice Patron -Tyrone Le Mercier *Secretary - Sheyenne Algama 
*Vice President- Gavin Godlieb *Membership Secretary- Rashaad Jamaldeen 
*Editor - Tino De La Motte *Cricket Group - Dellon Udugamasooriya 
*Treasurer - Valentino Pereira *General Member - Asela Silva 
*70's Group - Kevin Gomez *General Member - Prasad Algama 
*Golf Group - Niroshan De Cruze *Rugby Group - Dilan Abeygoonewardena 
*President - Ajith Perera *Vice Patron - Michael Van Langenberg 
*Auditor -Yohan Soza *Immediate Past President- Jerome Chandrasekera 

(Not In Photo) 

W i n te r 2 0 2 3 N e w s l e tte r 



2023-24 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

This year's AGM was well patronised by the members with over 50 
attending. Ajith Perera was reappointed as President for a  second  
term and the Committee welcomed three new members Rasaad 
Jamaldeen, Dellon Udugamasooriya, and Kevin Gomez.  Peter  De 
Niese and Michael Van Langenberg were appointed Honorary Life 
members for their service to the Club with Michael also coming on as 
Vice Patron for the year with Tyrone Le Mercier. We thank departing 
members Antonio Martyn and Brian Jayasingha for their long service 
to the club. It was heartening to see the number of younger members 
present and the camaraderie among those present. 

  
 

 



MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
 

Dear fellow Peterites, 
I hope this message finds you in good health and high spirits. 
I am  humbled and honoured to  address you once again as  the re-elected President of our 
esteemed club. It is with great pride  that  I  extend my  heartfelt gratitude to  each one of 
you for your unwavering support and trust in me to lead the new committee for  the years 
2023-2024. 
The past year has been a journey marked by incredible achievements and shared  
moments of camaraderie. None of this would have been possible without the diligent 
efforts of the committee of 2022-2023.  Their  dedication,  enthusiasm,  and  tireless  work 
have been the driving force behind our club's success. From organising memorable 
events to fostering a sense of unity among our old boys, their contributions have truly 
made a positive impact on our Peterite community. 

I also want to express my deep appreciation to you, the membership. Your belief in our vision 
and your participation in club activities have been instrumental in shaping the vibrant and 
thriving Peterite community that we are today. Your involvement is a testament to the enduring 
spirit of St. Peter's College and the strong bonds that tie us together as old boys. 

As we embark on this new chapter together, I am filled with excitement  and  anticipation 
for the possibilities that lie ahead. With the continued support of our dedicated 
membership and the passion of  the  incoming  committee,  I am  confident that we will 
build upon the foundation laid by our predecessors and create even more memorable 
experiences for all. 

In the spirit of camaraderie and shared values, let us unite to uphold the legacy of St. Peter's 
College and the Old Boys Social Club. Together, we can create a future that honours our past 
while embracing new horizons. 
Thank you once again for your trust, your enthusiasm, and  your commitment to  our  club. 
I look forward to the journey ahead and to celebrating our collective achievements. Until 
then stay safe and may God bless you and your families. 

 
Kind regards, 
George Ajith Perera 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

FRIDAY 22/9/2023 - NIGHT OF FELLOWSHIP 
A new initiative this year. It is all about getting 
together with Fellow Peterites and friends. Please 
Contact below for Tickets: 
*Dilan - 0425 297 585 *Prasad - 0401 271 816 
*Niro - 0433 468 710 *Gavin - 0425 610 024 

 
 

SUNDAY 15/10/2023 - 70'S GROUP LUNCHEON 
One of our most popular Luncheon 
get-togethers. Organised by the 
70's Group Spearheaded by Kevin 
Gomez it's Good food, Music, and 
a great afternoon. Please Contact 
below for Tickets: 
*Brian Jayasingha - 0437 108 887 
*Tyrone Le Mercier- 0466 974 660 

SATURDAY 2/12/2023 - A PETERITE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Peterites Invite you to celebrate Christmas with 
your family, friends, and Classmates. 

It is always a fun event for kids of all ages. 

A BIT OF "ST PETER" HUMOUR .... 



 

 

THE LATE MAURICE FORSTER 
REMEMBERS HIS COLLEGE DAYS 

 



 

THE LATE MAURICE FORSTER REMEMBERS HIS COLLEGE DAYS 
 
 

 
 

OLDEST KNOWN PETERITE IN AUSTRALIA 
CELEBRATES 74TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

Yves Kelaart (97 years) and his wife 
Philomena (90 years) celebrated their 74th 
Wedding Anniversary on 25/6/2023. Yves and 
Mina have 12 children (maybe another on the 
cards!!!!). 
Of their 7 boys, 5 attended St Peter’s College 

Congratulations to a great couple 



 

PETERITE RUGBY 

PETERITE TO LEAD CR & FC FOR THE 2023/24 SEASON 

Former national sevens and XVs player Suhiru Anthony was chosen to lead the 
CR & FC rugby outfit for the 2023/2024 rugby season. 
Anthony played for the Bambalapitiya school for three years and in his last year 
in 2010, he was in the team under Keith Gurusinghe. 
He later went on to play for the Sailors from 2011 to 2014 before heading to the 
Central Hills and playing the next six years of club rugby for Kandy SC. 
He returned to Colombo in 2021 to play for the Longdon Place club. 
He represented the Junior Under 20 national outfit that toured Thailand under 
Shenal Dias. 
From  2012  to  2019  he  represented  the  national  XVs  team  while  from  2012  to 
2017  he  represented  Sri  Lanka  in  Sevens  rugby,  part  of  the  Hong  Kong  Sevens 
outfit in 2017, and the team that represented the country at the Monaco Sevens 
(Olympic Qualification) event. 

 
 

FERNANDO UNCLE 

This gentleman has been a loyal driving force 
in the Bamba Brigade crowd for years, in 
both victory and defeat. His signature voice 
with"GAME PUTHA, GAME” is quite hard to 
miss at any Peterite game. 
He is our no.1 fan and will always be there for 
every game being an inspiration to all young 
and old passionate Peterites out there. 

Cheers to Mr. Fernando 



 

PETERITE RUGBY 

PETERITES EMERGE AS SCHOOLS RUGBY CHAMPIONS 2023 
BEATING ISIPATHANA 

THE "MELBA BRIGADE " GATHER AT "MOOD LIFT CAFE " TO 
CHEER ON OUR RUGBY TEAM 

 

 



 

THE MATRIARCH OF PETERITE RUGBY 
 

 
Audrey Perera, wife of Peterite Rugby Legend Archibald 
Perara passed away on 6/6/2023 at 99 years. 
Her husband and son Sunil both captained St Peters   
in Rugby. Further, her two brothers Harold and 
Kenneth also captained College in the 1940s. 

May her soul rest in peace 
 

PROFILING SUMAL PERERA 

 
We thank Sumal Perera for his 44 years of silent 
service to St. Peter's College Colombo which 
includes 33 years of being the Manager of the 
Peterite Swimming Club. 

 
 
 

THE JAYAMAHA FAMILY 

Three Generations at St. Peter's College 
 

"We have a family tradition of attending 
St. Peter's College in Colombo  4,  Sri 
Lanka. My father, myself, my brother, and 
now my son have all had the privilege of 
studying at this prestigious institution. We 
have all been inspired by the school's 
commitment to excellence in academics, 
sports, and extracurricular activities, and 
we have made lifelong friends at St. 
Peter's. We believe that the values and 
skills instilled in us by St. Peter's College 
have helped us succeed in our lives, and 
we're honored to be a part of this rich 
history." 



 

MELBOURNE OBSC PRESIDENT HOSTS “THANK YOU” 
DINNER FOR “AUTUMN BALL 2023” DANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Ajith Perera hosted a fun night at the 
Brick House Bar and Restaurant in 
Berwick on 23/6/2023. 
A great Sri Lankan Buffet, Good Cheer, 
Peterite Camaderie, and Karaoke led 
by the masters Gavin and Wanda. 
Thank you, Ajith for a great evening 
from the Dance Committee. 

 
 

 

 



 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL CAPTAINS 1955-2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR VICE PRESIDENT, GAVIN GODLIEB, 
REPORTS FROM TOKYO 

 
 
 
 

“Even in Tokyo, they have an 
SPC coloured building....” 

PS: Tokyo OBU? Is there a Secret 
OBU we don’t know about!!!! 



 

DARRELL WIMALARATNE AND THOSE RUGBY AND CRICKET 
GREATS FROM ST PETERS COLLEGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Extract from “A Tribute and a stroll down Memory Lane” 
By S Sivendran) 

DARREL WIMALARATNE AND RUGBY 
The unassuming ruggerite who captained St. Peter’s College, CH & FC, and represented 
the Low Country in the Capper Cup, and also Sri Lanka. Darrel also played for Colombo 
Schools and Combined Schools as a fly-half. Having left school, he first played for 
Havelocks SC and then joined CH & FC and went on to become the third Ceylonese  
Rugby Captain after Lorensz Pereira and Brian Baptist. CH & FC was, previously, an 
exclusively expatriate club catering to the English. When Darrel captained CH & FC he 
had some great rugby caps, viz: 

LORENSZ   PEREIRA 
KUMAR BASTIANPILLAI 
BRIAN BAPTIST 
LAKSHMAN DE CHICKERA 
MAURICE MARINNON (an Australian) 
JIZWI NIXZAR 
JOHN BURROWS 
DAVE HUNTINGTON 
MICHAEL HAWKE 

Darrel also represented the Low Country captained by HADJIE OMAR, who was another Peterite 
and CR & FC Player who later captained Ceylon for several years and had players such as: 

Dr. TONY DE SILVA 
SARI DE SILVA 
BUMPY JAYASEKERA 
OMAR SHERIFF 
GEOFF RATNAM 



 

The Up Country team was captained by ROHAN ABEYSUNDERA, a tall and hefty forward 
from St. Peter’s College who also went on to represent the Country. 

Darrel was also selected to play for Ceylon against England. 

Hadjie Omar captained a National Side which included, 
JEYER RODRIGUEZ 
ROHAN ABEYSUNDERA 
ROYDEN DE SILVA 
DARREL WIMALARATNE 
DIDACUS DE ALMEIDA 

All from St. Peter’s College. 

Darrel, a naturally talented sportsman was a dashing fly half and a center three-quarter   
who began his rugby career at St. Peter’s College, Bambalapitiya, and represented his alma 
mater from 1963 and captained his school in 1965, playing in the pivotal position of fly-half. 
He had, in his young side some brilliant rugby players, such as: 

ROYDEN DE SILVA 
A towering second-row forward who went on to captain Havelocks Sports Club and also 
represented the country in Rugby and Basketball. 

AUBREY PATTERNOTT 
Another giant of a second-row forward who later turned up for Havelocks, Dambulla, CH & 
FC, and the Ceylon Barbarians, 

RONNIE GUNARATNE 
A hard-running center three-quarter, who later played for UVA and CR & FC and is   

presently the Vice President of the CR & FC. He was also a top cricket administrator with Sri 
Lanka Cricket. 

HAMZIE HAMID 
A public school sprint champion who played as a flying winger, went on to captain the 
Combined School’s Team and later played for the CR & FC and Ceylon. 
M JAINUDEEN 
Was selected to play as Scrum Half for Colombo Schools. 

DURAND BECKMEYER 
Another fast winger 

RODNEY PATTERNOTT 
A well-built center three quarter, who later played for Havelocks Sports Club, CR & FC, and 
the Presidents XV against foreign teams. He coached St. Thomas’ College Mount Lavinia  
and was an ‘A’ Division referee. 

RAJAN RAJENDRAN 
A fast-breaking wing forward and a hard tackler who continued his rugby at CR & FC and 
Kandy SC. 

D WAKISHTA 
Another crash-tackling wing forward who later played for the University and CR & FC. 



 

 
 

Dr. PARAMSOTHY 
A well-built wing forward who later played for the University, CR & FC, and Air Force, 

MICHAEL DE NIESE 
A sturdy prop forward who later migrated to Australia and became a Professor. 

CHRIS RAZEL 
Another strong Prop Forward. 

CHELLIAH NIRMALENDRAN 
A dusky Hooker 

JAMES ALAGARATNAM 
An exciting No. 8 

MERVYN FERNANDO 
A lock forward 

EVERARD HOFFMAN 
A solid full-back with a safe pair of hands who represented Colombo Schools and Havelocks 
SC. 
DENNIS KILLERLY 
Another center three-quarter 

HAROLD JANSZ 
Another young Wing Forward. This champion team was coached by the legendary Archibald 
Perera and was hailed by all as the best St. Peter’s College Rugby Team since WW II. 

 
 

DARREL WIMALARATNE AND CRICKET 
Darrel was also an outstanding cricket player who played for St. Peter’s College as an 
opening batsman and opening bowler and went on to captain his alma mater and had in his 
team such greats as:- 

RONNIE GUNARATNE 
RODNEY PATTERNOTT 
AUBREY PATTERNOTT 
C NIRMALENDRAN 
EVERARD HOFFMAN 
STEPHEN DE NIESE 
MERVYN FERNANDO 

to name a few. 

He played for the Sri Lanka Schools Team under the captaincy of Anura Tennekoon. Having 
left school he joined Colombo Colts Cricket Club and later the Colombo Cricket Club and 
played with distinction. He is also a qualified Level 2 Cricket Coach, accredited to the 
Australian Cricket Board, and has functioned as head coach of St. Peter’s College which  
won the Schools Limited Over Championship. He also coached the Tamil Union and the 
Sinhalese Sports Club, later on. 



 

MASS FOR DEPARTED PETERITES(HELD ON 2/7/2023) 

This Melbourne Peterite Tradition, started in the late 1990s by Rienzie 
Machado and the recently Deceased Dalston De Rosayro, is an annual 
ritual held the Sunday after the feast day of St Peter. The names of 
departed Peterites and Teachers are placed on the Altar together with a 
memorial tribute being read. After mass, there is a fellowship gathering 
in the church hall, with the names of individual Peterites and Teachers 
being read out and their former classmates reminiscing about them. At 
the end, the college Anthem is sung. 

This year, it was really great to see the gathering for this event with over 
50 people attending and the great support from everyone to make the 
event a success. A big thank you to everyone. Sadly, Event co-founder 
Dalston De Rosayro's name was one of the names read out. 

As a tribute to Dalston, an appeal was made to support the Fred Hollows 
Foundation with donations - Again, a big thank you to all who generously 
supported this initiative. If anyone wishes to make a donation, the link is 
provided below: 

 https://www.hollows.org/au/about-fred. 

https://www.hollows.org/au/about-fred?fbclid=IwAR0T3FKBNp1Q0eKPANzRvdDMf6LY9MQiOakTlpwotaSugIgajbGyesu1dlo


 

This year, the names of 30 Peterites and teachers were read out....they 
are listed below: 

1. Acton Mortier 
2. Ainsley Jansz (Melbourne) 7/6/2023 
3. Alston Torrington Mortier (Sydney) 11/9/2023 – No Photo 
4. Arden de Silva (Melbourne) 1/5/2023 
5. Clarence Fernando (Staff) 
6. Dalston de Rozairo (Melbourne ) 10/3/2023 
7. Dr Lalantha de Alwis 
8. Errol Jayawardena 
9. Fr Crispin Leo (Sri Lanka Teacher) September 2022 
10. Georgie Martin 
11. Clarence Fernando (Sri Lanka – Teacher) January 2023 
12. Maurice Forster (Melbourne) March 2023 
13. Maurice George Hesse (Melbourne) 5/6/2023 
14. Neil Peiris (Melbourne)December 2022 
15. Raj Rodrigues 
16. Rajanathan Sri Balasubramaniam (Melbourne) 13/2/2023 
17. Ricardo Solomons (Melbourne) 14/3/2023 
18. Rohan Abeysundera (Melbourne ) November 2022 
19. Stephen de Niese (Melbourne) 2/6/2023 
20. Suresh Motoomul Melvani (Sri Lanka – TT Player) 22/2/2023 
21. Clive Inman (England-Cricketer) 7/12/2022 
22. Desmond Kelly (Melbourne) 29/4/2023 
23. Lucien D’Olivera (Melbourne) 9/8/2023 
24. Fransz Perera (Melbourne) 9/10/2022 
25. Vincent Jayatilaka (Sri Lanka – 100 years old) 28/11/2023 
26. Irangani Balasuriya (Sri Lanka – Teacher) March 2023 
27. Dicky Depechitra (Location TBA - Boxer) 25/12/2023 
28. Kingsley Jayasinghe (Sri Lanka -Teacher) January 2023 
29. Marjorie Fernando (Sri Lanka- Teacher) September 2022 
30. Jan Koch (21/6/2023) 



 

SANJEEVA ABEYGOONEWARDENA APPOINTED TO LEAD 
ST PETERS COLLEGE COLOMBO OBU FOR 2023/24 

 

At the AGM held on 2/7/2023 Sanjeeva Abeygoonawardena was 
appointed as the President of the Old Boys Union of St. Peter's College 
taking over from Ravika De Silva. 

Sanjeeva comes from an illustrious line of Peterite sportsmen. He  
Captained the College Championship Rugby side in 1995 which won the 
inaugural trophy for the first time. Furthermore, his brother Dilan 
Abeygoonawardena  Captained  the  College  Rugby  team  in  2001  where 
they won the Singer 7’s Trophy for the first time. It should also be mentioned 
that his cousin Rajith Abeygoonewardena Captained College Rugby in 1985 
when we beat the “Trinity Hoodoo” after 44 Years and his other cousin 
Roshan Abeygoonewardena led the college Athletic team in 1987. 

 
Sanjeeva and his dad, the late Camillus Abeygoonewardena, became the 
first father and son duo to hold the position Of Colombo OBU President. 
Camillus Abeygoonewardena held this position from 1993-1996. 

 
A business leader with a firm conviction for growth opportunities and a 
result outcome-oriented business drive Sanjeeva has 25+ years of 
experience in Logistics and Supply Chain Management. Well-versed in 
providing influential leadership to achieve excellence through high- 
performing teams and adept at continuous improvement. 

During his acceptance speech at the AGM Sanjeeva  shared  a  quote 
that captures his vision for the OBU: "To make a change is often easy, 
but to champion a cause for a sustainable future is both admirable and 
a challenge that must be embraced." 

We thank Ravika De Silva for his contribution to the College during his 
Tenure and Congratulate Sanjeeva on his appointment. 



 

PETERITE BADMINTON 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Sachen Fernando on 
becoming the under 20 singles Western 

province Champion. 
💙💙💙💙💙💙 

 
 
 
 

THE CLASS OF 92 HAVE FABULOUS FIFTY CELEBRATION IN COLOMBO 
 

The Class Of 92 had their 50-year celebration with a Gala Do at the 
Colombo Hilton on 12th August 2023. Our Melbourne OBSC was represented 

by Sheyenne Algama(Secretary) and Gavin Godlieb(Vice President) 
 

 



 

 

LAWRENCE MACHADO REMINISCES 
ABOUT HIS SCHOOL DAYS 



 

 



 

MELBOURNE OBSC LAUNCHES WEBSITE 

Please visit our website at "https://www.spcobscmelbourne.com.au/" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBERS - PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Do consider keeping your membership current. It enables you to attend the 
AGM annually and member only events such as "The Centenary Cocktail 
"function which was heavily subsidised by the club and our Upcoming 
"Fellowship Night". To pay please deposit your money in BSB: 013-275 & 
AC: 3315-17987 mentioning your Name and the words "Membership 
Subs" 
If you need to clarify your status you can email the membership secretary at 
membership.spcmelbourne@gmail.com 
Current membership is just $10 per annum. 
You can pay up your subscription for life and avoid the annual hassle of 
renewing your membership at the following rates; Over 60 yrs. $100, 
40-60 yrs. $200 and Under 40 yrs. $350. 
Please consider life membership - One Payment and thats it 

http://www.spcobscmelbourne.com.au/
mailto:membership.spcmelbourne@gmail.com


 

THE CLUB NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT - PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US 
 



 

THIS IS YOUR CLUB 
 
 

Have Your Say: What do you think of this newsletter? 

Please email your views, anecdotes, stories, and trips down memory lane to the 
Editor at "tino.delamotte@gmail.com " 

You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram at "Spc_Melbourne" 

Club Key Contacts 
*Inquiries regarding membership or your financial status can be emailed to 
Rashaad Jamaldeen (Membership Secretary) at 
"membership.spcmelbourne@gmail.com" 

*General Inquiries can be emailed to Sheyenne Algama (Club Secretary) at 
"secretary.spcmelbourne@gmail.com" 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 
*Vinura Costa *Geeth Perera 
*Shenal Menusha Luke Fernando *Liyanage Silva 
*Rohan Rajaratnam *Rashaad Jamaldeen 
*Roger Van Hoff *Anton Wasalathontrige 
*Pathum Liyanage *Anton Sanjeewa 
*Nimesh Ranathunga *Dimitri Perera 
*Hirantha Nissanka *Randy Fernando 
*Dulanga Athale *Ashan Pieris 
*Avishka Gunawardena *Sunil Perera 
*Shetika Fernando 

And our two new Honorary life members: 
*Peter De Niese *Michael Van Langenberg 

mailto:tino.delamotte@gmail.com
mailto:membership.spcmelbourne@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.spcmelbourne@gmail.com


 

PETER DE NIESE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICHAEL VAN LANGENBERG 
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