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Hi All November 2023

ASLA has had a very busy and enjoyable 2023, | A
bringing together the community at several | : ' ASLA at the SA
successful events. The year commenced with t ' o | i : ~ Multicultural

AGM and Curry Lunch. In March the hardworkirfse : - Festival 2023

ASLA Committee hostgd the ever popular Annug B e Spring Cultural
Food and Cultural Festival at the Fullarton Park |___ ——— Luncheon Highlights
Community Centre. Itis an event that is loved by

all. Coming together to enjoy the food, entertainment and the company of family and
friends.

Royal Botanical
Gardens at
Peradeniya

World Kindness Day

Kusiamma Sarah -
Cookery Corner

Another Folk Story
From Sri Lanka

Old Resthouses of the
Jaffna Peninsula

Trivia Page

In October ASLA presented the Spring Cultural Luncheon. It was a very happy and re@@xgthing Events

occasion. A delicious lunch was served with specialities such as Hoppers and Dosai. We

were entertained with music to sing and dance to by Rythamix and a fabulous dancing\nnyal AGM and Curry Lunc
display bySihala Kala Rangayathanaya dance troupe. 14th January 2024

Masonic Hall

In November ASLA was excited to be involved for the first time at the Annual .
Multicultural Festival at Victoria Square. ASLA was represented by the committee witBHmside

food stall. The event brought together more than 75 community groups representing over

55 cultures sharing their music, dancing, food, art and craft activities and stalls for ~ Annual Food and Cultural
everyone to enjoy. Festival

Next year sees a very exciting anniversary as ASLA will be turning 50. ASLA is a ver 25thcof|February
Xt y very exciti iv y wi urni . isav m i
= Earf”bn Park

and beloved organisation which has brought fun and fellowship to so many of us within

community for annual balls, family nights, cricket matches, Christmas parties and the list .
goes on ASLA 50th Anniversary

Celebrations
Join us next year for the exciting anniversary celebrations. To be advised

The ASLA Committee wishes all our members a very happy
Christmas and New Year.
Our warmest wishes for the holiday season and a wonderful 2024.
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ASLA and represented at the Multicultural Festival 2023

MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL 23_

ASLA was invited to participate at the Annual Multicultural Festival held in Victoria Sc
on 12th of November. This was the first time that ASLA was involved with this wonde

event. The ASLA Committee represented Sri Lanka with a food stall showcasing ent
savoury and sweet Hoppers.

It was a lovely afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. Over 55 cultur
were represented at the festival, showcasing music, dancing, food and arts and craft:
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ASLA thanks sponsors of the Spring Cultural Luncheon

“AQUEOUS

Designed solar solutions utilising latest inverter, module and battery technologies.

Customed Designed Solar

1300 306 736

www.agueouswatersolar.com.au

Efm Enquire Today!
0417167 638

Steve Whitehead
0429 023 533

E: stevew@bargaincarpets.com.au
W: bargaincarpets.com.au

BARGAIN
CARPETS (i

RE THAT
COMES TO YOUR DOOR! Selling All Major Brands!
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In early October, ASLA held the Spring Cultural Luncheon at the Sicilia Social Club. It was a relaxed and informal
afternoon. Lunch was a delicious delight with a selection of Hoppers and Dosa to enjoy.

There was music by Rythamix, dancing, a fun singalong and brainteasing quizzes.

Special guests were the Hon Jing Lee MLC, who attended with husband Eddie Lizanalortley MP, Member

for Torrens, who wagepresenting Zoe Bettison MP, the Minister for Multicultural Affairs.

Amongst the crowd were founding members of ASLA, past Presidents, ASLA families and friends. Senior dancers
from Sihala Kala Rangayathanaya wowed everyone with a display of traditional dancing. Proceeds from the raffle
were donated to Catherine House.

From ASLA Facebook page.
Hon Jing Lee MLC
0Great to see such wonder ful
operators for ASLA Spring Luncheon - thank you so much to
ASLA I nc for hosting a fant




Dana Wortley MP with ASLA President Lourdes Jayasuriya, Page 5
past Presidents and founding members.

From ASLA Facebook page.
obDana Wortley MP Member for Torrens
Multicultural Affairs the Honourable Zoe Bettison at the
Spring Cultural Luncheon in the heart of Torrens.

Established in 1974, we were honoured today with the presence of

some of its founding members.d Than ou L

tee members and volunteers for making the day so special for our
Adelaide Sri Lankan community and friends.

e pres



https://www.facebook.com/ZoeBettisonMP?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWUWerIS8VUhluyH0Fm-9e6qmQK5xXdxr8ty6t17d23qTIqb2SB6KW0otIftYoXyEIKoeJVXJNU-fkyfnB08oGRqDXZ897zg0hVTZa0SHzUdj2Dr2Z2h3AAh2ghn-MTShLCmyK7-3_4-oJoSHfjWQzDOMIIqe08O8hbo0SNQ5FcPlHG_FjvHBSAcPSmvwmTHuHsX7lmmHQUl
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200 years ago a green haven began to grow
The Royal Botanical Gardens Peradeniya

Excerpts from The Sunday Times - By Udumbara Udugama

The Royal Botanic Gardens Peradeniya,
beloved to Lankans and known simply as :
GKS t SNFX RSyAe&l DI NIAGH
a premier research institution for agricul- 5Js
ture and plantation crops in the country, g
was brought under the purview of the De+
partment of Agriculture and in 2006, the
Department of National Botanic Gardens
was formed to administer this and other
botanic gardens around the island. Dr.
Shelomi Krishnarajah, the seventh Sri
Lankan Director General of the Gardens afia
the first woman to hold this post. Dr Krishnarajah who was appointed in 2018 has a solid background in floriculture
and tissue culture.

The history of the Royal Gardens could be traced back to the 1300s when King Wickremabahu 11l ascended the
throne and had his court near the Mahaweli River in Peradeniya. King Kirti Sri Rajasinhd {804 ade this area
his Royal Garden. Later, King Rajadhi Rajasinha-I7&8&) resided in a temporary residence built for him in
Peradeniya.

During the reign of King Wimaladharmasuriya, a vihara was also built where a monk was in residence but these were
destroyed when the British occupied Kandy. The famous Gannoruwa battle between King Rajasinha Il and the Portu-
guese was fought on the northern side of the Mahaweli river, near the royal gardens.

In 1810, the British set up the Kew Gardens in Slave Island, Colombo with William Kerr as its first Superinten-

dent. After three years, it was moved to Kalutara to develop plants of economic value on a larger scale. Mr. Kerr died
in 1814 and his successor Alexander Moon moved the Gardens to Peradeniya in 1821, six years after Kandy was
ceded to the British, realising Peradeniya was more suitable for botanic research.

To expand the Gardens, Governor Edward Barnes acquired land in 1821 from three persons who were given other
plots as compensation. It was Moon who cleared the land and opened the Royal Botanic Gardens Peradeniya in 182Z
planting it mainly with cinnamon and coffee. After the coffee blight destroyed the coffee plantations, tea seeds were
brought from Assam, India to the Gardens. James Taylor, the pioneer tea plan
received his first few plants from the Peradeniya Botanic Gardens.

LY MyHnIX a22y LldzofAaKSR KA& W 4l
botanic and native names of 1127 indigenous plants.

Their collective work of three generations numbers over 5000 botanic iIIustﬁ:ﬁ'
GA2yad ah¥ (GKA& O2ftftSOGA2Yy GUKSNB |

GFyAO DIFENRSya |0 LINBaS el paintngshde pub-: 4 al @
lishedasWl A &G 2NAOFE LffdzadNIdA2yaQ oe § 2F
AFAR GKIFG TENFYlLyAaQ SeSardakid shaR g Fd

adds. In recognition of the service rendered to the Royal Botanic Gardens,
was made a Mudaliyar by the British Government and later went as Haram
de Alwis Seneviratne.

i

Stately Avenue of Palms
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The Giant Javan Fig Tree at the
centre of the Great Lawn

The Gardens have also played host to many dignitaries. During the
years of World War Il, Lord Louis Mountbatten as the Supreme
Allied Commander South East Asia Commadradj his headquar-

ters in the Peradeniya Garden&eneral Aung San of

Burma (father of Aung San Suu Kyi) visited Mountbatten at his
office here in 1947, to hold talks on the independence of Burma
from British colonial rule.

From 1945,the post of Superintendents and Director of the Peradeniya Gardens has been held by Sri L&hkans

first Lankan Superintendent was D.M.A. Jayaweera who introduced medicinal plants and orchids to the Garde .T.
Ekanayake was instrumental in promoting floriculture while D.B. Simiththrarachchi conducted valuable taxono

work. Subsequently under Dr. D.S.A. Wijesundera, Dr. D.H.P. Peramunagama and K.N. Yapa, the Royal Bota ardens
were developed to a large extent.

Many may not be aware that the Peradeniya Botanic Gardens, with its staff of over 500, is responsible for mai ing

the Sacred Bo Tree at Anuradhapura, other historic trees, the National Herbarium, Medicinal Plants garden at -
watte, gardens attached to the official residences of the President, the Prime Minister and the Commonwealth

cemeteries.

In 1844, George Gardener was appointed Superintendent of the Gardens and when he took over, of 147 acres| acres
were planted with jak, coconut and vegetables, the produce being sold by the Government Agent, Kandy. Gar r
developed the land with new roads and introduced new plants. His main interest was the exploration of the flor the
island and a large number of native plants were added to the collection. On an official visit to Nuwara Eliya, G er

fell ill and died in 1847.

Thereafter, there were many Superintendents, notable among them Dr. G.H.K. Thwaites who developed the la r

over 30 years with several new species of plants. During his tenure, the Botanic Gardens gained a reputation i a-
GA2ylrtte a I aOASYOGAFAO Ayalurahdziazys (GKFryla |faz 2 Kj
In 1861, the Hakgala Gardens was established and planted with cinchona while the Henarathgoda Botanic Gal in
Gampaha was created for the introduction of rubber to the island.

Dr. Henry Triman who succeeded Thwaites improved the Gardens at Peradeniya, establishing the Museum of
.20Flye yR Ffaz2 2LSyAy3a oNryOK 3IIFNRSya Fd . FRdz I !
gl a tFGiSN) O2YLX SGSR 6@ {ANIW2aSLIK 5¢& |1 221SN IFFGaSN NIP

lllustration by Haramanis de Alwsis




