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Multiculturalism: The People

We have written extensively on the synergistic nature of Sri Lankan
multiculturalism. In this article we wanted to summarise some nota-
ble individuals who embody and represent the diverse history of Sri
Lanka and whose contributions are immense.

Many have heard of Arul Mary as the Queen of the P Saravanamuttu
Stadium (P Sara) , where she, for decades was the pitch curator of the
historic cricket ground. Many historic games have been played under
her watchful eyes of the carefully curated pitches. She was one of the
few female pitch curators in the world of cricket, and a person of
Tamil ancestry. Arun Mary’s legacy lives on in the work of sisters
Amravati and Seroja Vellai who continue to curate the pitch for
games at the P Sara.

Basil Horsfall was a Ceylonese recipient of the Victoria Cross for
gallantry in battle. Basil was a Ceylonese sergeant in World War I,
who won his medal for astounding bravery in the face of overwhelm-
ing odds. In the moments where he refused to retreat despite grave
head wounds, he embodied the determined spirit of the Ceylonese
people which has seen them through, racism, social change, mass
violence, natural disasters, and oppression.

Aimee Jonklaas was a Ceylonese World War II transport pilot and
one of the few women to fly for the allies. It was her dangerous role
to transport a variety of planes during wartime and was a proud Cey-
lonese contribution to the Second World War.

Homi Blllimoria was Ceylon’s first city planner and contributed enor-
mously to the architecture of the island. He designed the Independ-
ence Square along with the Tintagel and a range of other buildings
which are now seen as Sri Lankan architectural icons. Homi
Billimoria is a person of Parsi ancestry.

Geoffrey Bawa, of Eura-
sian ancestry, is a legendary
architect, world renowned
for his tropical modernist
architecture. Geoffrey
Bawa’s architectural mar-
vels can be seen at the Lu-
nuganga Estate, Heritance
Kandalama and Jetwing
Lighthouse.

Wally Bastianz is the pio-
neer of the legendary cho-
rus Baila which is now
ubiquitous around the island. Ogustus Martalanus Bastianz hails from
the phenomenally mixed Batticaloa district and combined Kaffiringha
with guitars, music, and Sinhala words in a way only possible from a
place as multicultural as Batticaloa.

Heritance Kandalama

Uruwarige Wanniyala Aeththo is the resolute and sagely leader of the
Dambane Wanniyala Aeththo community. He has been a steadfast
and proud representative of the first and oldest Sri Lankans. As a
member of the indigenous community, he has represented the coun-
try at world indigenous forums and fought against oppression of his
people. A son of the legendary maverick Tissahamy, who refused to
bow down to government pressure to settle and fought Sinhalese
colonisation of indigenous land, Uruwarige Wanniyala Aetththo con-
tinues the struggles of indigenous peoples around the world.

When discussing multiculturalism, it is also important to remember
and pay homage to the many people who have immensely contribut-
ed to the historical and cultural landscape of Sti Lanka.

Randika Jayakody & Jerome Perera
il _4mong Randika and Jerome’s many interests is a
deep passion to understand Sri Lankan bistory and
cultnre.
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Ramadan

Muslims around the world are currently observing Ramadan, the
holiest month in the Islamic calendar. This year, Ramadan is
between 11t March and 10 April. Fasting during the month of
Ramadan comprises one of the five
pillars of Islam, along with ‘Shahada’
— one’s belief in a single God and his
Prophet Muhamad (may peace be on
him), ‘Salah’ or prayer, “Zakat’ or
charity, and ‘Hajj’ — pilgrimage to
Makkah. By fasting, Muslims abstain
from eating and drinking (even wa-
ter) during the day to refocus their
attention on the remembrance and
worship of God. Muslims fast pri-
marily as an act of obedience to
God, as instructed in the Holy
Quran and beyond perceptions that fasting provides health benefits
or to experience the pangs of hunger, which may indeed be second-
ary benefits.

RAMADAN MUBARAK

For Muslims in Australia, Ramadan in 2024 typically includes shar-
ing of meals at the start and end of the fast known as ‘suhoor’ and
fiftar’, respectively, communal night prayers at the local Mosque,
charity and will culminate with the Eid-ul Fitr celebration which
symbolises the reward for completing the month of fasting. On this
day, Muslims don their best attire and participate in the communal
morning prayer. Thereafter, they spend time visiting friends and
family while sharing special foods.

Omar Issadeen

Omar is a civil engineer at ABCOM and assistant Imam at the
Kuraby Mosque in Brisbane.
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Are You Looking For A Sri Lankan Doctor ? l
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Call Your Nearest Medical Centre And Get Treated By The
Best Doctors Available

Dr Wasantha Hettiarachchi
Dr Nelum Perera

Dr Asanka Ranasinghe

Dr Gamunu Ranawake

@® Woolloongabba Medical Centre
%, 07 3217 3344

@ Bald Hills Doctors
.07 32619117

Dr Gamunu Ranawake
Dr Anuke Warakaulle

Dr Lumbini Perera
Dr Widanagamage Epa

® Indooroopilly
.07 3519 4666

Cannon Hill Family Doctors
.07 3161 3225

Dr Devika Jayawardena
Dr Kanchanamala Ranasinghe

Eight Mile Plains Family Dr Sumedha Amarasinghe

Doctors Dr Kanchanamala Ranasinghe
.07 3330 3233

b Forest Lake Doctors Dr Karu Muthuthamby
“07 3276 8877 Dr Ravindra Weerasekara

]
Lawnton Market Medical Dr Maheshika Weerawardena
Centre

th k
Dr Rewatha Dassanayake -

. 07 3205 8118

- Overseas Visitors / Parents 6

Y . nib E= Alianz(@  medibank
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Refer A Friend And Earn

www.healthcaredoctors.com.au

~



r -~ B e o -t N _— e o » -
Volume 19

—

: Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka

L, KOLAMEDIRIYA

Issue 04

“Kolamederiya” is in the Bandaragama division in the Kalutara District
in the Western Province of Sri Lanka. Today, it has developed into a
modern place of living with the economic and social development of the
country.

How this place got this name is a simple story.
There may be other stories too behind the name.
This story on the name behind the village is
about a kind village leader that lived here.
“Korale” was a leader who supervised a small
number of village leaders namely, the “Arachchi
Mahatthayas”, the village headmen. He was so
popular as he was a kind person who looked after
the wellbeing of the villagers.

| W Unfortunately, the Korale fell sick and became a

feeble and skinny man. All the treatment done by
Kozl zog the native doctors were of no use. So, they
searched for better treatment from famous native doctors outside the
village. Finaly, they spotted a person whom they thought was the real
person capable of restoring the health of the Korale.

s Ihe people received him very warmly and after studying the situation,
the native doctor suggested that the sick person be moved out of the
house to a special shed constructed according to his instructions. He
said the new construction where the sick person to be moved should be
decorated with medical herbs that he suggests. The villagers agreed to
the proposal.

So, within a day or two, the requirement was fulfilled and the Korale was
moved to this construction with his bed. This new construction looked
so beautiful with the green herbs hung around it. The Sinhala word for
leaves is “Kola” and the room is called “mediriya”. The villagers called

. the new construction “KOLAMEDIRIYA” and the name continues to
date.

| Dr Nimal Sedara

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a journalist, poet, motivational speaker and an an-

_ thor of over 70 books.
\

ANZAC Day Celebrations: Sri Lankans Warriors

This year too the members of Sri Lanka Ex Servicemen’s Asso-
ciation will be marching alongside the service personnel and
members of Returned Servicemen’s League (RSL) at ANZAC

' Parade in Kenmore on 25 April 2024.

The traditional Shell Green 2020 T20 cricket match between
the Brisbane Lord Mayor’s XI and the Army Team will follow
at the Brookfield Showgrounds, Brookfield.

k7 e 5 ;

The local cricket mad Sri Lankan community provides catering
to the event in commemoration of the part played in the AN-
ZAC story by the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps (Tea Leaves).

Conrtesy: RSL Moggil Branch
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Puthandu

Puthandu, also known as Tamil New Year, is a vibrant celebration
deeply rooted in Tamil culture, marking the beginning of a new
year according to the Tamil calendar.

Central to Puthandu is the concept
of renewal and rejuvenation. Fami-
lies come together to clean their
homes, adorn them with intricate
kolam (rangoli) designs, and prepare
elaborate feasts symbolizing prosper-
ity and abundance. The exchange of
gifts and sweets among loved ones strengthens familial bonds and
fosters a sense of community cohesion.

Puthandu is also steeped in spiritual significance, with many Tamils
visiting temples to seck blessings for the year ahead. Special pray-
ers are offered to deities, and traditional rituals are performed to
invoke divine favour and ensure a harmonious beginning to the
new year.

Cultural performances such as music, dance, and theatrical presen-
tations are also integral to Puthandu festivities, showcasing the rich
artistic heritage of the Tamil people. These expressions of creativi-
ty serve to preserve and transmit cultural values from one genera-
tion to the next.

Courtesy: Various Internet Sources
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The Wire: Current Affairs Radio Program on Com-
munity Radio turns 20!

The Wire, a national current affairs program on Community Radio,
formerly known as ‘Undercurrents’ started in 2004 produced at
2SER by Stafford Sanders, with the support of the Community
Broadcasting Founda-
f . tion, is celebrating 20
. P8 vears this year!
Soon after, 2SER invited

Radio Adelaide and Ra-
dio 4EB as part of the

v . : ' . -~ v'-"
£\ 'ﬁv %, A
consortium of stations managing The Wire.

In 2024, The Wire continues to be managed by 2SER and Radio
4EB. It is produced with the support of Community Radio stations
4772 Brisbane, 32727 Melbourne, 2SER Sydney, Radio Adelaide,
and Radio 4EB Brisbane, distributed through the Community Radio
Network. It is funded by the Community Broadcasting Foundation.

Host station, Radio 4EB Station Manager Jo Pratt mentioned, the
platform “The Wire’ provides for career development opportunities
for budding broadcasters and local views on national issues giving a
unique perspective. We encourage other stations to contact us to
see how broadcasters from their stations might contribute stories.
We would love to see “The Wire” continue to grow its reach and
impact.

Opver the last 20 years, many journalism students and emerging jour-
nalists have kicked off their career on community radio, showing the
importance of the sector in the Australian news landscape.

Executive Producer of “The Wire” from Radio 4EB, Dr Eduardo
Jordan, is excited about the milestone: “The Wire and the communi-

r

3 BEDROOM
APARTMENT
FOR SALE

Apartment on Level 1 in
a four-level block of units
with four apartments per
floor. A 20-minute drive
from the Colombo city
centre, and a 5-minute
drive to supermarket,
medical, shopping, and
other facilities. Ideally
suited for temporary stays
during holidays or for
rental to professionals.

US$ 100,000
Negotiable

Legal Fees and stamp duty may
apply.

The current owner resides in
Trinidad and Tobago.
Please contact Orr by

telephone or WhatsApp
(+1 868 620 8129)

Email: morrlly@gmail.com

Interior
* Master Bedroom with Ensuite

and Air-Conditioning
¢ 2 Bedrooms with Shared

Bathroom
* Living and Dining Area
* Kitchen

e 2 Dedicated Car Parks

* Maid’s Room with Bathroom

Facilities
* Standby Generator for

Apartment Complex

* 24-hour Security

e Swimming Pool

* Gymnasium

* Elevator

* Manager on the Ground
Floor

» Visitors Car Park Area
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ty media sector are stronger than ever and provide appealing radio
stories from the community to the community.”

“All the involved stations, volunteers and the sector have been es-
sential to get The Wire to where it now stands”.

The Community Broadcast-
ing Association of Australia
(CBAA) applauds the work
and impact of “The Wire”
across the community. The
CBAA would like to recog-
nise The Wire’s contribution
to our sector as the flagship
national current affairs pro-
gram on community radio.
Since its inception in 2004 it has served as an alternative voice
across Australia, including in First Nations and remote communities
overlooked by other media. The program, broadcast across Austral-
ia via the Community Radio Network, may have the most diverse
audience for any individual Current Affairs program in the Australi-
an media sector.”

CEO, Jo Curtin said, ‘Significantly for us, The Wire demonstrates
the huge potential of collaboration between stations in community
broadcasting. It’s a wonderful example of what can happen when
we invest in new ideas and innovation and commit to amplify di-
verse voices.”

For more information or interview enquiries please contact:

Dr Eduardo Jordan — Executive Producer “The Wire’
eduardo@4eb.org.au

Conrtesy: Radio 4EB

rONScKA

Turn your idea into reality

with Brisbane’s Best Custom Software Team

Tailored App
Development

Give us a call:

(07) 3394 8223
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Book Review: “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah -
“Don’t fight the system, mock the system.”

Trevor Noah's "Born a Crime" is an engaging and thought-
provoking memoir that chronicles the comedian's life growing up in
apartheid South Africa.

The title "Born a Crime" refers to Noah's
own mixed-race heritage, which was illegal
under apartheid laws at the time of his
birth in 1984. Noah's mother was Black,
and his father was White, which made

| Noah’s mere existence a crime in the eyes
of the government.

TREVOR
NOAH

BORN.A'CRIME

S L

STORIES FROM
A SOUTH AFRICAN
CHILONOOD

This reality sets the stage for much of No-
ah's childhood, as he navigated the com-
plexities of being neither fully black nor
white in a society that was strictly divided

¥ along racial lines. “In my head white and
black and brown were like types of choco-
late” says Noah. “Dad was the white choc-
olate, mom was the dark chocolate, and T was the milk chocolate.
But we were all just chocolate. I didn’t know any of it had anything

59

to do with ‘race’.

Through his memoir, Noah offers readers a glimpse into his person-
al experiences with racism, poverty, and violence in a way that is
both heart-wrenching and humorous. “The first time Abel hit me I
felt something I had never felt before. I felt terror.,” writes Noah,
describing the violent household he grew up in owing to his stepfa-
ther Abel. Having grown up in poverty, sometimes resorting to dog
bones for meals, Trevor describing his aspiration to eat McDonalds
because to him it represented wealth, that unattainable American

Positicn

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT | RESIDENTIAL
PROJECT MARKETING | FINANCE

WE MAXIMISE YOUR RENTAL RETURNS

Let us manage your biggest investment and
help you achieve your property goals.

SAM BEDFORD & NIRA] THIRANAGAMA
0415 283 046 | 0413 037 634
pm2@positionproperty.com.au

7/
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dream, is heartwarming and comical — “with money, I experienced
freedom on a whole new level: I went to McDonald’s.”

He shares stories of his mothet's resilient, rebellious, and deter- 4
mined spirit in the face of extreme adversity. “If my mother had

one goal, it was to free my mind”. People would say “Why show

him the wotld when he's never going to leave the ghet-

to?' 'Because' his mum would say, 'even if he never leaves the ghet-

to, he will know that the ghetto is not the world.”

Trevor’s mother Patricia raises him with a sense of believing that
the world was his oyster, that he should speak up for himself, that
his ideas and thoughts and decisions mattered. Surely, this upbring-
ing had much to do with Trevor’s eventual rise to fame as a come-
dian and an influential social commentator over the last decade.

"Born a Crime" is not just a collection of anecdotes and memories,
but rather a powerful examination of race, identity, and the human
experience. Noah's ability to tackle heavy topics with humour and
grace, to make readers laugh even as he recounts some of the most
difficult moments of his life is a testament to his ability to find hope
in the darkest of situations and his skill as a great storyteller.

Nimandra Gunasekera

Nimandra works in the renewable energy industry, and
enjoys reading and dabbling in a bit of writing.

SRI LANKA SPORTS ASSOCIATION OF QLD INC

If interested in joining a netball team, please email

YASUTHTHARA 89@YAHOO.COM

Silllil“ l(l\ Property & Markeling Consultant RayWhife

an.jay

With a passion for connecting people with
their dream homes, Sahan is a real estate
professional with a wealth of experience
spanning over 5 successful years. Based in
the vibrant city of Brisbane, Sahan has
carved a niche for himself in the competitive
real estate market, specialising in the
Eastern and Southern suburbs while adeptly
handling transactions all across Brisbane.

b

Having honed his skills in the dynamic
Brisbane real estate landscape, Sahan brings
an unparalleled understanding of the local
market trends, property values, and
community dynamics. His expertise extends
beyond boundaries, ensuring that clients
receive comprehensive guidance whether
they are buying, selling, or investing in any
corner of Brisbane.

Sahan's strategic approach, negotiation skills, and attention to detail have
consistently translated into seamless transactions and optimal outcomes for
their clients.

Sahan offers a comprehensive suite of real estate services, including property
valuation, market analysis, marketing strategies, and expert negotiation.
Whether you are a first-time homebuyer, a seasoned investor, or looking to sell
your property, Sahan is committed to delivering results that exceed
expectations.

For a real estate experience that combines expertise, integrity, and a
commitment to your goals, choose Sahan as your trusted real estate partner in s -
Brisbane.

Ray White Holland Park | Camp Hill
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Sri Lanka Tourism B2B Meetings and Roadshow

Stri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau hosted the first ever Sti
Lanka Tourism Business to Business (B2B) Meetings and Road-
show in Brisbane on 19 March 2024.

Attended by the High Commission-
er for Sri Lanka in Australia, Mrs

8§ Chithranganee Wagishwara, Consul
} General for Sri Lanka in Victoria,
Sandith Samarasinghe, Chairman of
Sti Lanka Tourism Promotion Bu-
| reau, Chalaka Gajabahu, and Ex
Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka in
W Queensland, Anton Swan, with
nearly 50 delegates representing 32
travel and tourism companies in Sri
Lanka and an equal number of Aus-
tralia based companies, the road-
show was a great success.

4 The evening started with B2B Inter-
active Meetings and Networking

[ followed by an opening ceremony,
& keynote speeches and a 3 course

1 dinner. The theme of the roadshow
| was “Sti Lanka: You’ll Come Back
for More”. Statistics indicate
425,000 visitors came to Sti Lanka
in January and February 2024 of which 20% were returning visi-
tors.

‘ The entertainment for the evening included several cultural perfor-
mances by the Brisbane based Sti Lanka Dance Foundation.

Wimal Kannangara

SALES - RENTALS - ASSET MANAGEMENT

¢ Looking for an agent who will
get you the best results?

It’s what I do.

/° %\ Agent of the Year
\ ;s:rzaf;,'a: WISHART
Multlple Years

sumnl WINNSR

Ramya

TENNEKOON
Owner | Lead Agent
$ info@stellario.com.au

35th Sarasaviya Film Awards

The 35th Lux Sarasaviya Film Awards
organised by the Associated Newspapers
of Ceylon Limited (Lake House) was held ¥
at the BMICH on Thursday 28 March.
The awards ceremony is organised to cele- #%
brate the country’s cinematic excellence.
The queen of Sti Lankan cinema, Dr.
Malani Fonseka, was the chief guest.

Category

Award Recipient

Best Actress 2019

Samadi Laksiri

Best Actor 2019 Bimal Jayakodi

Best Film 2019 Dacekala Purudu Kenek
Best Director 2019 Malith Haegoda

Best Supporting Actor 2019 | Lakshman Mendis
Best Supporting Actress 2019 | Chulakshi Ranatunga

Most Popular Actor 2019

Uddika Premaratne

Most Popular Actress 2019

Senali Fonseka

Best Cinematic Film 2019

Vijayaba Kollaya

Best Singer Female 2019

Umariya Sinhawansa

Best Singer Male 2019

Sunil Edirisinghe 1

Best Music Director 2019

Sumudu Guruge

Best Lyricist 2019

Lester James Peiris Memorial
Ranathisara Award 2019

Lalith Ratnayake *

Sathischandra Edirisinghe

Best Actress 2020

Neeta Fernando

Best Actor 2020 Kumara Thirimadura
Best Film 2020 The Newspaper
Best Director 2020 Visakesa Chandrasekeram

Best Supporting Actor 2020

Mayura Kanchana Perera

Best Supporting Actress 2020

Nadee Kammalaweera

Most Popular Actor 2020

Kalana Gunasekera

Most Popular Actress 2020

Dinakshi Priyasad

Best Producer 2020 (The
Newspaper

Dr. Bandula Gunawardena

Best Singer Female 2020

Dr. Nanda Malini

Best Singer Male 2020

Harshana Dissanayake

Best Music Director 2020

Chinthaka Jayakody

Best Lyricist 2020

Prof Sunil Ariyaratne

Lester James Peiris Memorial
Ranathisara Award 2020

Victor Ratnayake

Conrtesy: bttps:/ | www.news19.lk/ 35th-sarasaviya-awards/

-
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i ,ao*"‘“"?r. Sri Lanka Society of Qld

E: &;} Management Committee 2024
President Chamitha Weerasinghe
Secretary Chamila Ellawala
Treasurer Sharmaine Perera
Social Secretary Thilini Pathiranage
Publication Secretary ~ Nuwan Karunathilaka
Committee members ~ Sandya Abeysekera

Sanjaya Unantenna
Prashanthi Selvarathnam
Praba Harvie

Ravindu Hapuarachchi

Silver Fawn Club
Management Committee 2024

President Brian Dissanayake
Vice Presidents Isidore Storey and Ray Anthonisz
- Secretary David Grugeon
Assistant Secretary Elizabeth Grugeon
Treasurer Laurensz Manricks
__ Assistant Treasurer Gerard Fernando
Membership Secretary
& Communications Debbie Jansz
Club Captain Maithri Jayawardhana
Committee members  Tyrone Allon
0= Ruth Storey

Yvonne Omar
Basheer Omar

Sri Lanka Sports Association of Qld
Management Committee 2024

Patron Anton Swan
President Sunil Gooneratne
3 Vice President Nalaka Rajakaruna
Secretary Charini Weerasinghe
Assistant Secretary Iyan De Abrew
Treasurer Sadun Wickremasinghe
Assistant Treasurer Sandeep Jayasooriya
. Committee members  Jayantha Pathikirikorale
Prasad Kodikara
Kamal Wanigasooriya
Saminda de Silva
Sadeesh Dissanayake
g Sam Weerappuli
Laksitha Gajasinghe

Chandima Bandara

-—
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Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood
il Package Tours
== River Cruising
& Luxury Cruises
@& Domestic Travel

'»): Flights

o wortd
oty you

Our ex;)erté'ﬁsure you travel with confidence.
Contact Lalani and'Margaret for pricing and bookings.

2017 - helloworld Gold & Silver High Sales Achievement Award in Queensland
2016 & 2018 - Winner of Trafalgar Tours Champion Agency in Queensland
2016 - Best 10 Offices in Australia for Premium - Luxury - Insight Journey Tours

BN Redeem your reward Tel: (( 3808 2299 Email: travel@ctcspringwood au
== points for travel Web: www.ctcspringwood.com.au

Cruise & Travel Centre Springwood

helloworld |
T |

k m.‘.'. TRAVEL

Unit 9, Dennis Court
8 Dennis Road, Springwood, Qld 4127
ABN: 63011067477 » Licence No: TAG 889

Yeour Leocal
RealJEstateYA'gent

Selling?

U~

Management ?

82

son‘v’mm"lnlotnm rkctl Cost 4 One srdai
N: Sale No Co:nmlss 'mlng fees + GST
NO other fixed fees
Yes that's right
NO monthly admin fees D

NO advertising fees
NO yearly statement fees
NO renewal fee:

[ForfalNOJobligationlEss

INalinlSilva)
(030 3)71612 374

NETRENT 5
PROPERTIES :
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; e Toowoomba Sti Lankan Community
Bﬁu Management Committee 2024
Chandana Kuruppu
Sanjeewa Mananperi
Lakmal Fernando

Nalin Rodrigo

Dinesh Liyanage
Shahein Aruna

Harsha Kumarasinghe
Sanjeewa Chaminda
Nevil Guwawardana
Pubudu Champika
Anuruddika Disaanayake
Suraj Nishantha

Ranjith Jayathilaka
Indika Senarathne

~s| Queensland Volunteer
" Awards

QUEENSLAND
AWARDS

gld.gov.au/MQA

0 v )]

Since 2016 Volunteering Queensland has run and hosted the
Queensland Volunteering Awards celebrating exceptional volun-
teers from all around Queensland. The past nine years have cele-
brated over a thousand nominated volunteers including the recip-
ients of each of the six award categories.

View previous recipients.

Why should you nominate?

e Entering the Queensland Volunteering Awards offers a mul-
titude of benefits that extend beyond award recognition:

Highlight an individual or organisation as an inspirational tra
ilblazer in your field.

e  Be part of a storytelling mechanism that records and pro-
motes the broader narrative of successful volunteerism and
innovation in Queensland.

e  Gain visibility and enhance reputation of the individual and/
or organisation with potential investors, partners, and cus-
tomers who prioritise making a difference.

e  Ensure your staff, team, or volunteers are reward-
ed and recognised for their efforts and contribution.

e  Reflect on achievements, results and refine your communica-
tion by going through the entry process

e Access a vibrant community of like-
minded individuals and organisations, fostering connections
and collaborations.

Download the nomination guide

Ready to start? Explore the Queensland Volunteering Awards
2024 today.

Thank you for supporting the volunteers in your community.

Please distribute the message to your community on behalf
of Volunteering Queensland.

Office of the Executive Director

Multicultural Affairs Queensland

Department of Child Safety, Seniors and Disability Services
P 07 3097 7700

E MAQ@des.qld.gov.au

———
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Windy Gunathilaka wins best song award for ’Ayo

Sami’

Windy Gunathilaka,
who sings the Sri
Lankan Tamil song
"Aiyo Sami", has won
the award for the Best
Sensational Song of
the Year - 2023 at the
16th Edison Awards.

This award ceremony
is held to evaluate
international films and songs, and this year’s award ceremony was
held on March 24 in Chennai, India. Pothuvil Azmin who wrote
this song and Sanuka Wickramasinghe who composed the music
for this song also joined the occasion of receiving these awards.

bttps:/ | www.dailymirror.lk/

Federation of Sri Lankan Organisations of Queensland

Annual General Meeting
Date Friday, 12 April 2024
Time 7.00 pm
Venue Mount Ommaney Library

171 Dandenong Road, Mt Ommaney

The meeting is open only to the representatives of the member
organisations.

OPEN YOUR DOOR

TO ULTIMATE SECURITY
& FLEXIBILITY

5in 1 Smart lock

MOBILE APP, FINGER PRINT

KEY CARD
PIN & MECHANICAL KEY

Supplied and Installed By:
GNAES
) eEEryerTry

PHONE : +61402715486
EMAIL : security@aesqgld.com
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Veteran Journalist Lucien Rajakarunanayake, Passes
Away

Veteran journalist Lucien Rajakaruna-
nayake, passed away on 29 February at the
age of 85-years. Having begun his career in [P
newspapers in the 1960s at the old Times
of Ceylon, he later served a period as
Chairman of Lake House and spokesman
for President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

A pioneering member of the Free Media
Movement, he last served as Director of - :
Research and Analysis at the President’s office during the Maithripa-
la Sirisena presidency.

A former student of St. Peter’s College and Aquinas University Col-
lege in Colombo, he was a popular English language columnist fol-
lowing his retirement from active newspapering, contributing to
publications including The Island.

Professor Chandrasiri Palliyaguru Passes Away

Professor Chandrasiri Palliyaguru, a distin- S‘\
guished figure in the Sinhala Department of

University of Kelaniya and a prominent "
scholar, passed away on 22 March, aged 80.

Professor Palliyaguru was known for his
extensive research in mass communications.
Additionally he served on numerous judging panels including Dra-
ma Survey Board.

Please see Rasakatha on page 5.

Conrtesy: https:/ / lankasara.com/

The little known Queensland traffic rules

From interrupting funeral possessions to playing an instrument in a
car, some of Queensland’s strangest driving offences have been
revealed — and they come with a hefty price tag,.

Throwing an apple core out of the window: $575 and
two demerit points

Despite it being biodegradable, throwing an apple or banana peel
out of the window is still considered as dropping “injurious matter
on a road.” This Queensland law sees litterers forking out the larg-
est bill in comparison to other states.

Cutting through a service station: $349 and three demetr-
it points
Thinking of skipping the huge line or traffic by cutting through a

servor Think again. This tempting short cut is illegal as it falls un-
der the “drive on or over footpath” road rule.

Failing to leave room for a bike: $431 and three demerits

Failing to leave enough room when passing a bicycle will land you
in hot water. Three demerits and a $431 fine, You’ll be wishing you
rode your bike to work instead.

Using your horn inappropriately: Maximum fine of
$2611

A friendly beep in traffic or waving goodbye to a mate could war-
rant a fine of anywhere between $161 to $2611. Legally, a horn is
only allowed to be used to warn other drivers of your position on
the road, warn animals or as part of an antitheft or interlock device.

Disrupting a funeral procession: Maximum fine of
$2,660

Page 10

Veteran Actress and Journalist Ramya Wanigasekara
Passes Away

Veteran actress, journalist and former radio =% .
news presenter, Ramya Wanigasekara “Rep i,
= e
passed away on 08 March, aged 73. n
[+

Ramya made her debut stage drama ap-

pearance in 1976 with a minor role in the
stage drama ‘Hasthiraja Mahaththaya’. She had her breakthrough
role in the 1978 stage drama ‘Mana Ranjana Weda Warjana’. She
also acted in many other stage dramas, including ‘Kelani Palama’,

‘Ahasin Wetunu Minissu’, ‘Jailer Unnahe’, ‘Raja Kathawa’, ‘Muhudu

Puththu’, and ‘Siri Sangabo’.

In 1980, Ramya began her career as a radio host with Radio Ceylon
and was a regular news anchor until her retirement in 2006.

Ramya also appeared in a number of television dramas, including
‘Koombiyo’, ‘Ahas Gawwa’, ‘Denuwara Menike’, ‘Kande Gedara’
and Yes Boss’.

Counrtesy: hitps:/ | www.adaderana.lf/

Veteran Singer Chandra Kumara Kandanarachchi Pass-
es Away

Veteran Sri Lankan singer Chandra Kumara '
Kandanarachchi passed away on 26 March i
2024, aged 76.

He was well-known for a number of hit
songs including ‘Ege Sinahawa Thahanam’,
‘Pem Benda Sith Benda’, ‘Ganga Nadee
Theeraye’, and ‘Hithe Sathuta Jiwithe’.

Counrtesy: hitps:/ | www.adaderana.lf/

Queensland enforces the harshest penalty out of the states for dis-
rupting a funeral procession with the potential for some drivers to
receive a $2,000 fine.Leaving your car unlocked: maximum fine of

$2669
Leaving your car unlocked: maximum fine of $2669

It is illegal to leave your car unlocked or with the windows open if
you move more than three meters away from it. Despite neigh-
bouring states carrying much lighter fines for the same offence
(Victoria $117 and NSW $114) you can be hit with a huge $2669 as
a repeat offender.

Playing an instrument: $1,437

Planning on playing a recorder while driving or in the passenger
seat? Maybe reconsider the choice unless you want to be at risk of a
$1,437 fine.

Indicating at roundabouts: $86

Roundabouts are notorious for flawing even the most faultless of
drivers. You can be fined for failing to indicate when entering a
roundabout, when in the roundabout and when leaving it. Best bet
is to leave your indicator on at all times if you want to avoid an $86
fine.

Wearing a seatbelt incorrectly: $1,078 and four demerit
points

Gone are the days of buckling up your seat belt to stop the alarm
being set off. If police catch you wearing your seat belt incorrectly
you’ll be forking out a whooping $1,078 fine and four demerit
points.

Courtesy: https:/ | www.conriermail.com.au/
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— 9AM - 6™ APRIL 2024 - WOLSTON PARK CENTENARY CRICKET CLUB —

30-OVER MATCH « COMMUNITY MATCH « LIVESTREAM
PAPARE MUSIC - FOOD & DRINH - FUN ACTIVITIES - MERCHANDISE

For more information, please contact us below.

R Sudam - 0449 55: R, Nipuna - 0432 150 088 \ello@oaagq.org

Toowoomba
SriLankan

Musical Nngltt

FRIDAY

APRIL 2024
LAUREL BANK PARK HALL
a TOOWOOMBA

. \\»
WITH AFULL CONCERT BAND , MUSIC, FOOD TO
ENJOY AND TH€ WAITING DANCE FLOOR

-

SAVE THE DATE!

The Institution of Engineers Sri Lanka
Queensland Chapter

Presents a Webinar on

Training Engineers to Develop Mechatronic System Solutions for
Industrial Problems

Dot Sundey, 21 April 2024
Time: 545 pe for 6.00 pem start (1.5 b Duration with QRA) - Brisbane time (GMT + 10) or (1.30 pen Sei Lankan time)

Resource Persons: Assocste Professor D. M. G_ Preethichandra
Associste Professor D. M. G. Precthichandrs i the Deputy Dean (Research) st the School of
- ing and G - ity. He from Unn aty of
Electrical and ing. After working i Sri Lanks and
M.wmnmnmhhwnﬁamw
ip. Me received hin MEng degree in Telecommunicetion
MaMnmmemh—s‘m‘mmmA
He worked a3 an assistant professor st the same university and them moved to Australis After
working = 8 couple of Austrakan Universitees, he jomed the Central Quecnsiand university. He served as the descpline
lender for electrical engineering and subsequently became the discipline leader for the Mechatronics Engineering His
research ncludes development of conducting polymer based for health and

Synopsis: u-mmummh«s«mmamz
i v practi eFRoent #th thee skills
e task for the ities where A the msue further. The presentation inchades what
steps have been taken to address these issues and how the engneering students were trained for developing complete
solutiens The presentation siso covers the exsentials of product development requirements to compete in the market
The presenter has worked 85 an educator m Embedded Systems development for a long time and share his experience in
thes lecture on developing camplete mechatronic tystem tohibons for real workd problems

Mrmwlmmmmmmmmn

www trybooking. com/COLXD

the OR Code

Contact: Abdul M Ziyath on 0429 129 §73 for more details.

The admission to the event is free and this is considered as a OPD daimable event for IESL and Engineers
Austroba Delegates should check thew individual scheme requarements.

SILVER FAWN CLUB INC
ANNUAL CAMP
)‘35'[”T0 GTf'MAY 2024
Address: Recreation Centre, 854 Lake Perseverance Dam Rd, Crows Nest
(2 hours’ drive from Brisbane)
Check-in 4th May at 9 AM and check out 6th May after brunch
Adults: Members $150 p.p. Guests $170 p.p.

Children: under 4 years free, 4 to 13 years: from $30,
14 years & above pricing as for adults

*Includes accommodation and all meals

*Loads of activities: indoor & outdoor games, dance night, concert etc.
*Attached bathroom in every cabin

*Group bookings welcome

Reservations close 15th April
Any reservations made between 16th and 30th April will be subject to
availability. A late fee of $20 p.p. will be charged.

Want to become a member and save? Request a membership form.
For reservations and inquiries contact the following volunteers:

Brian: 0421 210421
Isidore: ihstorey@gmail.com
Debbie: 0466 976 087

Andy: 0448 880 608
Lorraine: 0450 619 113
Herbie: 0402 115 871

or any committee member of the Silver Fawn Club.

More details in next newsletter

BSB: 064-131 Account number: 00902934
Reference: CAMP & Name (do not combine with membership fees)
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Gold Coast Sri Lankans Association Inc.

SRI LANKAN
NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION

Traditional food / Traditional games / Sri Lankan Food

“Elle match”

SUNDAY 21 APRIL - 8.30 AM ONWARDS
SOUTHPORT LABRADOR CRICKET CLUB
109 ALLIED DR, ARUNDEL, 4214

Free Entry - RSVP on Facebook Event

85 3e8 306 6O .

DEAR FRIENDS,

It is again the Sri Lankan New Year and a time to celebrate!

Saturday 6th April 2024 -
Harristown State High School

We invite all of you to join us in the festivities and the
Avurudu feast. Please contribute to the attached food list I
using the link below.

' BY'SPIIIITSQIIOIIIIII
Access f

.MTCR
! > <
UMERS RD, MT CRt¢

SamaHitha
Mindfulness Group B

5 Day Mindfulness Residential Retreat

Conducted by a master of meditation from MeethrigalaNissaranavanaya
VENERABLE BRISBANE DHAMMARAKKHITHA

J s

| —
— Wednesday 22" May to Monday 27" May
Checking starts at 4pm on Wednesday
Programwill be conducted inEnglishand Sinhala andwill be an ideal
opportunity for beginners to enterthe path as well as experienced
yogisto strengthenthe practice
A . PCYC BORNHOFFEN ‘
GeDss 0402 816 670 @ sonenmunsmeansosd
1 { = ) X N ";7;_\\, O ) Wimal - 0423894022
} Z Ny A =W\ P /ZE0 \\ ) Naveen- 0430344223 —
> L S 2
7 21D3@13) 250UNE@ NS R (( i :
\‘oﬁ\7‘w e bl P2 S\!?\\’:yn ~Z /sb\ ) 5 .
ala Association of Queensland Inc. /W
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Monthly News Digest: March 2024

01 Fairfax converts Rs. 14.3 b worth debt into equi- bttps:[ [ www.ft.ik/ top-story/ Fairfax-converts-Rs-14-3-b-worth-debt-into-equity-at-
ty at JKH IKH/26-759025

01 Ex-Health Minister Keheliya and six others fur- bttps:/ [ www.adaderana k] news.php2nid=97636
ther remanded

01 Education Ministry to reduce weight of school bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking-news/ Education-Ministry-to-reduce-weight-of-
bags school-bags/ 108-277981

01 SC quashes Cabinet decision granting Paget Road | hstps:/ / www.adaderana.lke/ news/ 97629/ sc-quashes-cabinet-decision-granting-paget-
residence to Maithripala road-residence-to-maithripala-

02 Sri Lanka’s trade deficit widens in January amidst | b#ps:/ /www.fl.lk/ top-story/ Sri-1anka-s-trade-deficit-widens-in-]annary-amidst-inport
import surge -surge/ 26-759098

02 Presidential election will be held between 18 https:/ [ island.lk/ presidential-election-will-be-held-between-18-sept-and-18-0ct-2024
Sept. and 18 Oct. 2024

02 Power generation: Thermal power increased to bttps:/ [ www.themorning.ll/ articles/ 7GRPGY7 X 37 C4byS o4 ctD
nearly 70%

04 Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya recognized with global https:/ [ www.dailynews.l/ 2024/ 03/ 04/ business/ 427853 / dr-hans-wijayasuriva-
award in Barcelona recognized-with-global-award-in-barcelona/ #google_vignette

04 Tourist arrivals hit post-COVID all-time high in bttps:/ [ www.ft.1k ] front-page/ Tourist-arrivals-hit-post-COVID-all-time-high-in-
February February/44-759141

04 CEB makes thumping Rs. 61.2 billion profits last | hs#tps:/ /www.sundaytimes.lle/ 240303 [ news/ ceb-makes-thumping-rs-61-2-billion-
year profits-last-year-550644.himl

06 Govt. absorbs § 512 m debt to dress up Sri btps:/ [ www.ft.iR/ front-page/ Govt-absorbs-512-m-debt-to-dress-up-S ril_ankan-
Lankan Airlines for sale Airlines-for-sale/ 44-759202

10 Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya receives GSMA Chair- bttps:/ [ island.lk/ dr-hans-wijayasuriya-receives-gsma-chairmans-award-for-outstanding-
man’s Award for outstanding contribution to the | spumibution-to-the-slobal-mobile-industry-2
global mobile industry

14 Moratuwa Uni., Access Engineering collaborated bttps:/ [ www. 1.1/ front-page/ Moratuwa-Uni-Access-Engineering-collaborated-research-
research with Cambridge and Oxford win pres- u/il/y-CamZaﬁdge—and-Oxford—wz'ﬂ-preslzﬁz'om—z‘imomz‘z'oﬂ—au/ard/ 44-759475
tigious innovation award

13 Port City Colombo breaks ground for premier bttps:/ [ www.ft.1k/ front-page/ Port-City-Colonbo-breaks-ground-for-premier-business-
business park park/44-759398

16 Sri Lanka’s economy expands for a second bttps:/ [ www.themorning.lk/ articles/ 176 £0d27 98 P6eIKUWY g
straight quatter

18 ADB approves USD 100 million loan to support | hstps:/ /www.adaderana.lle/ news/ 98024 / adb-approves-usd-100-million-loan-to-
SMEs in Sri Lanka SUpport-sies-in-sri-lanka

19 Mass exodus from COPE bttps:/ [ www.themorning.lk/ articles/ L AYHHW 1ayUQ0g06 ES P

19 Hasaranga suspended from playing Sri Lanka vs https:/ [ www.espuericinfo.com/ story/ hasaranga-suspended-from-playing-sri-lanka-vs-
Bangladesh Tests bangladesh-tests-1425423

19 World Bank hails ‘Suwa Seriya’ ambulance ser- bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 98065 | world-bank-hails-suwa-seriya-ambulance-
vice for saving countless lives service-for-saving-countless-lives

21 No-confidence motion against Speaker defeated bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 98109 / no-confidence-motion-against-speaker-defeated
in Parliament -in-parliament’

21 IMF and Sri Lanka reaches staff-level agreement | hstps:/ / www.adaderana.lie/ news/ 98106 / imf-and-sri-lanka-reaches-staff-level-
following second review agreement-following-second-review

24 Japan to invest again in Central expressway Phase bttps:/ [ www.sundaytimes.lk/ 240324 [ business-times/ japan-ro-invest-again-in-central-
11 expressway-phase-iii-552735 bhiml

24 Colombo HC prevents Abans using McDonald’s | p#tps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ top-story/ Colombo-HHC-prevents-Abans-using-McDonalds
brand name -brand-name/155-279479

26 Central Bank further reduces policy interest rates | https:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ business/ Central-Bank-further-reduces-policy-interest-

rates/ 215-279606

27 Prez Poll between 17 Sept.-17 Oct bttps:/ [ www.themorning.lk/ articles/ LA uggSw42]S6£BDXDg

27 State-owned Sahasya takes over expressways bttps:/ [ www.ft.Ik/ front-page/ State-owned-S abasya-takes-over-expressways-from-
from RDA RD.A/44-760012

27 Price controls to be removed from rupee lending | hstps:/ /island.lfe/ price-controls-to-be-removed-from-rupee-lending-rates-from-april-1-cbsl-
rates from April 1 — CBSL Governor OVeINIOT

28 Gnanasara Thera sentenced to 4 years in prison bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk [ top-story/ Gunanasaralhera-sentenced-to-4-years-in-prison-
for defaming Islam [for-defaming-Islam/155-279767

29 South Asia’s largest water research institute bttps:/ [ www.f1.lk [ news/ S outh-Asia-s-largest-water-research-institute-opens-at-
opens at Peradeniya Uni. Peradeniva-Uni/ 56-760098

30 SLEP leadership shake-up: Key personalities bttps:/ [ www.themorning.lk/ articles/ xAbPL UzOudwr1 50R[j11

fired from posts
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Sri Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE Qld

New Year Festival Music Concert  Sathsara Entertainment

Vas Invitation Ceremony Forest Lake Temple

06 Avurudu Festival Toowoomba Sri Lankan

Community 27 Madhu Feast at Cunnungra Sri Lankan Catholics

06 Book Launch: Monara Kutumbhaya Private Fund Raising Event Goodna Temple
by Anura Horatious
06 QLD Battle of the Maroons Old Anandians Assn. :
) Hanthane Nite 2024 Peradeniva Al 3
12 Musical Night Eggl“x;?ﬁnnjlgra Sti Lankan 03  University of Peradeniya Alumni Gerr(f;lusmya e
Get-together - Queensland
12 Annual General Meeting FSOQ 24 Annual General Meeting Goodna Temple

Sinhala and Tamil New Year

13 Celebrations Forest Lake Temple

13 SC{:lerbration Sinhala & Hindu New Goodna Temple Sti Lanka Day
28 Saralanga 2024

14 New Year Festival SAQ &

Gold Coast Sri Lankans

Sti Lankan New Year Festival

IESL CPD Event: Training Engi-
neers to Develop Mechatronic
System Solutions for Industrial
Problems

05 Marians Night Sathsara Entertain-

Sathsara Entertain-

21 ment

IESL QLD Chapter 12 Swarna Swara Concert

20 Annual Katina Ceremony Forest Lake Temple

2627 Katina ceremony - Pirith Chanting Goodna Temple

Annual Camp: Lake Perseverance  Silver Fawn Club & Dana

Chamara and Damith Sathsara Entertainment

Vesak Festival at Goodna Temple Radio 4EB - Sri Lankan Program Schedule

5 Day Mindfulness Residential Sama Hitha Mindfulness
Retreat Group

Vesak Celebration at Acacia Ridge
State School

Vesak Festival: Special Sermon,
25 Bodhi Puja, Bakthi Gee, Lantern ~ Forest Lake Temple
Display

Goodna Temple

22-27 Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1

Date Producer/Panel Operator

Jayantha Weerasckera, Seetha Vithana/
Jayantha Weerasekera

25 Goodna Temple

07 Apr

14 Apr | Kanthi Wijesoma/ Janaka Weerasinghe
Poson Pinkama at Goodna Temple Goodna Temple

15 Ananda Maroons’ Night Old Anandians Assn.

2 A Darshika Koggalahewa and Himaya SWA/ Sameera
. . o . pr Samarasinghe
Musical Event: Fallen Adria, Anjali Aradhana Entertain-

. Herath ment

28 Apr | Sam Fernando, Nadeeka Fernando/ Sam Fernando

Poson Festival: Mihindu Sangamitta

22 val ! Forest Lake Temple 05 M Himaya SWA, Darshika Koggalahewa/
Perahera, Mihintalagama Display 4Y | Sameera Samarasinghe
2 Sinhala Drama: Rajasabhawa Track Sinhala Association
Lanthaya Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1
Sarith Surith with NEWS Yes Entertainment Producer/Panel Operator
s 03 Apr |Yovun Sandella/ Dhanushka Bandara
Concert “Sarathasa” Sathsara Entertainment
. . Prema and the Team: Avurudu Gee/ it
18 Professional Engincer of the Year IESL QId Chapter 10 Apr Niraj Kariyawasam, Sameera Samarasinghe
2024 Queensland
20 Deshabhimanee Forest Lake Temple 17 Apr |Janaka 7 Randima/ Ruwan Kaluthara
) 20 Vas Invitation Ceremony Goodna Temple
. . ) 24 Apr | Lalith Keerthirathna/ Dinesh Kumara
20 Christmas in July with Yes Entertainment
REDEEMERS ( Dinner Dance
( ) 01 May Yovun Sandella/ Dhanushka Bandara
DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information sonrce only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsibility and
r all liability (including without limitation, liability in negli for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the igomatian being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use of E-newsletter™ %%
is at your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by you in re/z%zm‘e on the information on Jetter, any interruption, delay in operation or I /55101, ViU, jcati
failure, internet access difficulties or malfunction in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not use the material
contained in it for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful.
Editors : Wimal Kannangara and |ayantha Ameratunga
k Advisory Committee : Vasanthe VVithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara Pathirannehelage, Darshika Koggalahewa &Himaya Siddibalu Wickramahewage
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