
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

A U T U M N  2 0 2 4  N e w s l e t t e r

Dear fellow Peterites,

I hope this message finds you all in good health and high spirits. I am
delighted to share the wonderful success of our recent annual dinner
dance, themed "Arabian Nights”. 

First and foremost, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to our
outstanding committee. Their unwavering dedication ensured the triumph
of the event. Their tireless efforts made a significant difference, and we
owe them our deepest gratitude for leaving no stone unturned. Thank you
for your exceptional contributions.

I also want to extend my gratitude to every one of you who attended the event and supported the
committee. Your participation played a crucial role in making the event a success.

Naturally, such a grand event would not have been possible without the generous support of our
esteemed sponsors. Therefore, I sincerely thank Mr. Cedric Anthony from Austgrow International, our
principal sponsor, as well as our gold sponsors Mr. Simon Whitely from Corex Plastics and Mr. Themiya De
Mel from TDM Logistics United Kingdom. Your generosity and support are truly appreciated.

I would also like to express gratitude to all our silver sponsors, donors to the raffle draw, and advertisers
for their generous contributions.

Shifting the focus to the sporting front, I would like to thank Dellon Udugamasooriya and the committee of
St. Joseph's OBU Melbourne for their collaborative efforts, which greatly contributed to the success of the
big match. Congratulations to our outstanding team on their victory.
On behalf of the club, it was my honour to present a cheque of Rs. 5,000,000.00 to Fr. Rector. I extend
my thanks to all who contributed to our fundraisers organised by the club.

I want to express my sincere gratitude to the members for entrusting me with the role of President. As my
two terms come to a close, I reflect with pride on our collective achievements during this time. I extend
heartfelt thanks to every committee member who served alongside me. I offer my support to the incoming
President and his committee. I wish him the very best, trusting in God's guidance and wisdom.

In closing, stay safe, and may God's blessings be upon you and your families.

Kind regards,
George Ajith Perera



"ARABIAN NIGHTS" 2024 WHAT A NIGHT IT WAS 

Oh what a night it was indeed. Cathie's Lane was
decked out in a spectacular Arabian theme. All one
could say on entering was "Wow". Reshma De Cruze
captured the required ambience perfectly. The
whole evening just took off with the "Arabian Dance”
act for a start which got the audience participating
and Silverline catered an Arabian menu which
perfectly complimented the evening. 

Redemption got the music going to a great start with
Dale Ryder and Andrew De Silva rocking us afterwards
followed by DJ LUVD who had us all grooving. And what
amazing prizes. A BIG shout out to our sponsors without
whom we could not do it. 

Well done to the Committee and without further
ado, let the pictures do the talking. 







AND A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR DANCE SPONSORS 





The Melbourne OBSC is proud to support the renovation project of the Fr. Nicholas Perera
(OMI) Hall with a donation of Rs. 5,000,000. We thank all those who have generously
contributed towards making this happen.

On 5th April 2024, the President of OBSC Melbourne, Ajith Perera, presented a cheque
for Rs. 5,000,000.00 to Rev. Fr. Rohitha Rodrigo, the Rector of St. Peter's College
Colombo.

To mark this special event, Ajith was accompanied by Mr. Cedric Anthony, an alumni of St.
Peter's College and a strong supporter of the Melbourne OBSC, Sri Lal Ranasinghe, a
former committee member and a current member of the OBSC Melbourne, also attended
the ceremony.

Representing the OBU Colombo, the current President Mr. Sanjeeva Abeygoonewardena,
the immediate Past President Ravika De Silva, the Vice President Nalin Jayasundara, and
the Treasurer Rajith Perera were present. The occasion was followed by a Luncheon
hosted by Ajith.

MELBOURNE OBSC CONTRIBUTES  TO COLLEGE HALL
RENOVATION



One of the biggest Projects College has undertaken for a number of years has
finally come to fruition.

Our Melbourne OBSC Contribution of Rs. 5,000,000.00 has been acknowledged
on a commemorative plaque (photo below)

.A big thank you to our members (and supporters)and all Peterites who
contributed to this very worthy cause.

THE RENOVATED COLLEGE HALL IS FORMALLY OPENED



COLLEGE WIN THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY50 OVER  JOE PETE ENCOUNTER

1ST JOE-PETE FIFTY  OVER TEAMS PHOTO TAKEN AT THE 50TH
ENCOUNTER MATCH

Seated L to R:
Lakshman Aloysius, Susilough de S. Wijeyeratne, Wayne Jansz, Shamilal de S.
Wijeyeratne, Rohan Wijesinghe, Mr Angelo Rayer MIC SJC, Dushan Soza, Fr Ranjit
Andradi Rector SJC, Fr. Rohitha Rodrigo Rector SPC, Bernard Wijetunge, Frank
Hubert, Ranjan Perera, Angelo Wickremaratne, Narain Melvani, Darrel Wijetunge,
Romello Anandappa, Kitto Fernandopulle, Charinda Perera.

Standing :
Paulinus de S Wijeyeratne, Kevin Hingert, Amal Cabraal, Nilkamal Perera, Sunanda
Jayasekera, Reynold Anandappa.



PETERITE BADMINTON PLAYER SELECTED FOR OLYMPICS

CLASS OF 1969 HAVE A REUNION IN MELBOURNE

Great to see so many classmates
getting together, some seeing each
other after over 50 + years.

In the below picture L to R:

Edward Wise
Trevor Decker
Jeffrey Parsons
Anesley Grero(Hidden)
Derrick Kelaart
Patrick Vonhart
Brian Jaysinghe
Lindsay Ferreira
Robbin Solomon's
Jerome de Zilva
Ronnie Stainwall
Russell Mortimer



2024 MELBOURNE JOE PETE (SUNDAY 24/3/2024)
St Peters, captained by Dilith Anjula, won the open age match in a thrilling finish scoring 148
to the Joes 8/142 in the allocated 20 overs.

St Joseph’s won the overs 40’s match scoring 111/1 to St Peter’s 109/8 in the allocated 20
overs. The top scorer for the Joes was Michael Vandort with 52 not out and St Peter’s was
Roger Rode with 25. St Peters was captained by Jude Fernando

In the girls match HFC won scoring 75/1 to SBC’s 16/3 in the allocated 5 overs.

Congratulations to our boys …..Well done !!



FIVE PETERITE RUGBY CHAMPIONS

L to R:
Senura Perera (Prop)
Suhiru Anthony (Lock / CR Captain)
Thenuka Nanayakkara (Fly Half)
Vindya De Mel (Fly Half)
Kushan Tharindu (Full Back)

All 5 of the above have played in teams that won
the Presidents knockout trophy and 4 of them
have won the Schools league.

Suhiru Anthony is probably the first Peterite and
the only player to win three club leagues while
playing for Navy, Kandy and CR.

Suhiru Anthony became the first Peterite since
Angelo Wickremaratne 43 years ago (In 1981 for
Haverlocks) to lift the club league championship
(when he did it for CR recently) 

What a record to break. Great work boys.

2024 COLLEGE RUGBY TEAM

Former Peterite Rugby Captain Frank Hubert poses  together with Orville Fernando
with the 2024 Rugby Team



PROFILING A PETERITE KARATE CHAMPION

Sri Lanka Schools Under-19 Black Belt
Karate Champion and twice a South Asian
medallion ranked 11th by World Karate
Federation Randev Athukorala was
awarded Sri Lanka Schools Colours by the
Ministry of Education and Sri Lanka
University Colours for the year 2023.A 5th
year Coloursman in Karate at St. Peter’s
College and ‘Most Outstanding
Sportsman’, he went on to win the ‘ Best
All-round Student’ in his final year at
college.

Young Athukorala went on to earn 4 A’s at the Advanced Level Examination of the
Ministry of Education and secured entrance to the University of Sri Jayewardene. His
passion for Karate began at the tender age of five years under Coach Sensei D.M.D.
Nimal said, “Randev has been living the values of karate since his small age. He had
his fair share of failures which has made him a competitive sportsman assisted by
Coach Safraz.

Having captained the Sri Lanka Schools Karate Team, Randev went under the wing of
the Sri Lanka National Coach Sensei Kalyana who brought out the best of him, said
the St. Peter’s Head Master Noel Cooray. Randev went on to win the Gold Medal at
the South Asian Karate Championships in New Delhi, India, and also the World
Championships in Teheran, Iran. “The lesson other sportsmen must emulate from
Randev is how he balanced sports, studies, extracurricular activities, and being a
Senior Prefect,” said the St. Peters College Rector Rev. Fr. Rohitha Rodrigo.

The World Karate Association Rankings listed him at number 17 in the world in the
Cadet 70 kg+ weight class in 2017, and he went on to achieve a personal best of 11th
in the global ranking. In the Asian region, young Athukorala was ranked second
behind Indonesian athlete Billy Bilmona Mohammad Besnuh, while Chinese Karateka
Yunlong Hu finished third behind the Sri Lankan that year. There are only three
athletes from Asia who have broken into the world's top 30 rankings, said Coach
Kalyana.

“I was diagnosed with dengue just 41 days before the South Asian Karate
Championships in New Delhi, India but I wanted to fight for Sri Lanka and was happy
to win the Gold,” said Randev. When the pandemic hit Sri Lanka we lost the best
years of my life in the world of sports but I focused strongly on studies. It was very
motivating when I received 4 A’s and qualified to enter university. 

My next challenge is to win a medal at the World Inter University Games. But first, the
world must see Sri Lanka out of the current economic challenge,” added Randev.



EXTRACTS FROM 1983 JOE-PETE SOUVENIR (49TH ENCOUNTER)



RUGBY CHARACTERS I HAVE KNOWN (BY MICHAEL DE NIESE)

ABOVE IS AN EXTRACT FROM OUR
MELBOURNE OBSC 1994 DANCE
SOUVENIR



Past students of St. Peter’s College around Australia and from overseas reconnected
at a gala night in Melbourne on Saturday, October 1st, 2011. Nearly 350 old Peterites,
wives, and friends got together for a night of reminiscing interspersed with skits and
re-enactments of those schoolboy days.

It was the second reunion in three years and the Peterite spirit and enthusiasm
shone through as strongly as ever. In addition to the good time, the night served as
a fundraiser to benefit students at St. Peter's College, Bambalapitiya.

Reunion organising committee spokesman Rienzie Machado said funds raised
would pay for 3-5 scholarships over the next three years.`A Grade 11 and 12
scholarship is about $200. I am sure we can fund a few, Machado said.

The Blue that Crowns the World reunion truly lived up to its billing, with the highlight
being the presence of old boys from overseas. Notable among them were former
Peterite captains Travice Fernando and Michael Elias who travelled from Colombo.
Machado said: It was amazing to see the Peterites reconnect, it was as if we had
just left the gates of our school. As organisers, we aimed to lift the bar on the 2008
reunion and make it a night to remember.`What a terrific response we had from the
committee and Peterites of all vintages.''

Music was provided by many past students including well-known entertainers
Darrell de Silva, Randy Pieris (from Sydney), and Dwight Vangramberg (Perth). The
brilliant choral group of young Peterites, based in Sydney, provided the audience
with something special as they harmonised in true barbershop fashion. Other
highlights of the night were specially brewed Peterite beers, a canteen re-
enactment, fully catered buffet dinner, laughter-inducing skits and the appearance
of Fr. Rector aka Rienzie Machado.

However, the piece de resistance of the night was when Peterite voices were
raised in a stirring rendition of the college anthem – Lend a Heart and Lend a Hand,
with not a song sheet in sight.

Plans are now underway for the Peterites to reconnect again in 2014, with moves
for the next venue to be Brisbane.

A BIT OF MELBOURNE PETERITE HISTORY FROM 13 YEARS AGO



 SRI LANKA NOSTALGIA



THIS IS YOUR CLUB  

Have Your Say: What do you think of this newsletter?

Please email your views, anecdotes, stories, and trips down memory lane to
the Editor at "tino.delamotte@gmail.com "

You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram at "Spc_Melbourne"
  
Club Key Contacts  
*Inquiries regarding membership or your financial status can be emailed to      
Rashaad Jamaldeen (Membership Secretary) at
"membership.spcmelbourne@gmail.com"  

*General Inquiries can be emailed to Sheyenne Algama (Club  Secretary) at
"secretary.spcmelbourne@gmail.com"

 WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER:
*Franciscu Suranga Silva

                      

    
    
                                 

                  

 

A CLOSING NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

So, the two year term is fast approaching its close for our 41st
President Ajith Perera and his committee. I need to thank Ajith
for his strong support for all things editorial 

From the new logo to the revamping of our newsletter look and
making my life easy by introducing updated technology for the
newsletter. I wish Ajith all the best in whatever his next
endeavour is.

We have continued to try and broadbase our Social Media
presence with a mixture of OBSC and College info together
with  Peterite sports and other issues of interest .

It's  heartening to see an increase in our Facebook followers which now stands at
2835. We really do need your feedback .... let us know how we can improve.

As we track towards the latter part of the year we have a lot more events for
you to join in. Do check out the events Calendar in this newsletter.

Until next time.....Take care and Enjoy life (we live only once)

Tino De La Motte


