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m S. Thomasdé Coll ege Ol d -Astglia BranshgQM€O®BAX i o n

S. Thomas' College is an Anglican, Government apprpviedie, fee
levying School for boysunded in 1851 by the firsBishop of Colombo, the
Rt. Rev'd Dr. James Chapman. The safasobriginally located in Mutwal
and moved to its preseoampus at Mount Lavinia in 1918.

S. Thomas' College is much more than just a school. itig8tation rich in
tradition, characterized by more than one anHtalf centuries of hard work,
dedication and achievement,elin f used wi th the | egen
It is a pioneeringnstitution that seeks to incorporate the challenges and
opportunities of the modern world in nurturing the very bestuiin, where

mere boys come in and young adults go out toobet egr at ed on
gentl emen al wayso.

History of the OBA

STCOBA Australia Branvehs established in 1972 anslbased in Melbourne
Victoria; and isthe first Thomian OBA to be formed overseashe
membership is predominantly from Victoria and also includes other states in
Australia and overseas.

Thefounders were a group of old Thomians who migrated to Australia after
theirprimaryan econdary studies at S. Thor
early 1960s and 1970s.

Mission
The main purpose, of the Thomian OBA, is to foster fellowship amongst Old
Thomians iAustralia and to raise funds that can be chédedeo the Thomian

fraternity of schools iri Lanka (Mount Lavinia, Kollupitiya, Bandataw
and Gurutalawa).

Esto Perpetua
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~ \y President’s Message

Dear Thomians,
I hope this message finds you well.

I am deeply grateful to the membership for placing their faith in me by electing pnesédent for another

year. | am also indebted to the Executive Committee members who have committed to serve another term. A
special thank you goes to Joe Rajadurai and Mahes Heenetigala, who stepped down after their selfless
contributions in 2023. A vehgarty welcome to Vasikaran Ratnarajah, rejoining the committee after a year of
absence, and to Mandula Fonseka, who is joining the Executive Committee for the first time.

It has been a busy five months for the Committee, organising the AGM, the Members Only Night, the Members
Lunch with Warden Revdd Marc Billimoria as our gu
informal event will truly be a family night withrious activities planned for children of all ages and the adults.

As the Warden mentioned at the Members Lunch, the Lower School Library Project has been earmarked for the
STC OBA in Melbourne. His wish is for us to complete it before he ends his tenure in January 2025. In the comi
months, we will be campaigning toseathe necessary funds, and | urge you to give generously.

| also encourage you to find internships, work experience, or employment opportunities for Thomians who are ir
Melbourne completing their studies. Currently, there are a few Thomian students seeking employment, and you
assistance in helping these studeotdd be greatly appreciated.

We have an exciting linap of events planned for the rest of the year, detailed in the pages below. Your
participation will truly help make these events successful.

Once again, | want to thank you for your support, and | look forward to a great time ahead.

Esto Perpetua
Sincerely

Saman Liyanage
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dream, hope, éonk. It makes life beaudiful.

We express our appreciation to team is now geared up for an contribution to the development of
those who provided feedback on eventful year. our alma mater during his tenure.
the January 2024 issue of the
Thomiana. We are encouraged by The muehnticipated Stag Night
the positive comments arwill (calledIMeTberskNigf?t) t%ok place
endeavour to refine the a couple of weeks after the AGM
publication incorporating many of and coincided with a similar event c?lendar 6‘2”5? l\s/IChed“ﬁ? to take
the suggestions. by Royal OBA. As expected, the P'ac€ on 23 May. e event
dofficialé f e e gincludes activities for chﬂd_renrn
This year s a c tsketchy, which was quite ?hddltlgnlzo rr|1_|u3|cfaﬂd dt%r_\cmg %
with the Annual General Meeting understandable  knowing its b € aduts. I?pe u y’f r:s ggx
(AGM) on @ February 2024 at nature.  Casidering, several °€anannualieature ofthe
the Mount Waverley Youth Centre. requests for this to begermanent
The attendance was similar to event in the OBA calendar, one
previous years but observed to be could conclude it was a hit!! As a
predominantly senior members.result, we had to cancel the
This aspect was discussed duringplanned RT Live Screening due to
the proceedings and ways of the two events being too close to
encouraging the younger memberseach other. In hindsight, this was a
to attend is sontking that need to  very wise decision, considering the
be considered. Changing from RT match this year was a big yawn
Friday to Saturday may have with both sides playing for a
some merit consideringthe  draw.
business environment; but would
entail breaking from tradition. The Melbourne annual

In order to cater for the younger
members, we have reintroduced
t he Family Ni ght

After much effort the date for the
2024 Thomian Dance was finally
confirmed for 12 October at the
Pullmann AlbertPark, Melbourne.
This venue which has been used in
the past has a capacity of around
600 and large enough not to
disappoint anyone who wants to
attend.

On the membership front, we are
Royal _encouraged by the increase in

Thomian cricket matches were helc'_l_hn ter te st " OOfBA tNh e
The Executive Committee for 20240on 23rch March 202 with the omlaz)ns 0 JO'P?. e UbA.  New ¢
saw some minor changes with theThomians winning all three M&MbeTr shi p 1S5 vi1a

ship afloatdé and
the concerted effort by the new
|Executive Committee will be
succesful.

key positions remaining the same.matchesrepeating the same feat
The only exception was the last year. The social after the
position of Hon. Secretary with the matches, organised by the Roya
new incumbent being Neomal OBA, proved to be a hit with a
Jasinghe who has served in theseltout crowd.

Committee in the past. The two

vaancies in the Committee were 'I;]he highlight for thishqua:]terhwas
filled by Vasikaran Ratnarajah the Members Lunch, which wa :
and Ma¥1dula Fonseka. We \J/vish brought forward from August to Peyondthat could be considered
to express our sincere thanks to theMay, to accommodate the visit of for publication in the Thomiana
outgoingg members 8 Joe Warden Rev. Marc Billimoria to
Rajadurai, Mahes Heenetigala Melbourne. This gave us a unique
and Praveen Bandaratilleke; and opportunity to show our gratitude
welcome Neomal, Vasikaran and to the Warden for his tremends Upali Gooneratne
Mandula. The ew streamlined Editor

Finally, ve appeal to our readers
to send us anjnteresting articles
elating to your college dayand

ESTO PERPETUA

(=i
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OBA News

Annual GenerallMeeting 9 February 2024

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the STC OBA Melbourne
was held at the Mount Waverley Youth Centre on Friday
February9th 2024 at 6.30pm. The attendance was similar to the
previous year with around 75 including spouses.

The meeting noted thiet 2023, the OBA was able to undertake
their regular activities for the membership; and following
suggestions from the floowould try to include additional
activities to attract the younger generatiand also for the
seniors. As a result, a Members Night Party (Stag Night) and a
Family Night was considered and included in the 2024 Calendar
of events. The meeting also noted that a Bowling Machine was
donated to Mt. Lavinia following a request frore ¥arden.
There was also disssion on the annual Dance which attracted the
largest gathering of Old Boys in recent history, but met with
challenges with sponsorships to generate sufficient profits érom th
event. Support of the general membership in seeking additional
sponsors was sought.

Saman Liyanage wae-electedas President of the OBAnd there were no significant changes to the
existing Committee. The most notable change was the position on Honorary Secretary, which was
assigned to Neomal Jasinghe following the resignation of the incumbent—'~~

Rajadurai. The President in his address thanked the membership an¢ -
Executive Committéer their support and assistance

Peneeth Goonawardenaa former President of the OBA received th
Presidentds Award for 202 4. P e
Committee in many positions for over a decade, stepped aside as Pres
in 2023 but have continued to serve in the Committee as ViceeRteditls
longtermservice to the OBA was widely acknowledged.

The meeting ended with the singing of the College Song and
followed by the traditional social with dinner and drinks.

MembersiNight"Rarty) 23 Februarny 2024

This-event was ‘added to-the: OBA Calendar of Events

to oucco@neciio mmodart feom teh'ecunadere guest s
me'mb. e S T-hier i fle rimatohiswas si m
previouslorganised:in conjunctioniwith the Big-Match.
This-event-caincided:with:a similar function-organised

by RoyalCollege_OBA in Melbourne

U IN THE DOOR
T DINNER

\\ $50 GET~
NS

The program providedunfettered -enjoymerib the
attendees.withrmusicy flooro-shows and ra>sumptuous
buffet dinner cand Jdrinks. ThTheesvenue/«((Mount
Waverley YouthCCentre).rproved. to- be-ideal to
accommodate the crowd of-around 70-who;supported the eViédre feedback from the attendees:was
positivecandiitis expectedthat.it will be included.inthe OBA calendar in:the future.

S0 WARM UP B/
AT e / THE BIG MM
BEER, WINE & SPIRITS ot
““&@_vouvu CENTRE © PENEET

UNT WAVERLEY

X
X
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Royal 8 Thomian Cricket Encountér23d March 2024
A Whitewashd SecondrYearin a RoW

and then Asfan Thajudeen making a quick fire 40

EW X | n.o.at the end. In reply the Royalists were in all
eady é&i "+ sorts against some fantastic Thomian bowling and
: %ﬁ" fielding and could only get a total of 107/9. The
ROYAL THOMIAN  STARS wickets were shared by all with Jeevan grabbing
CRICKET 2/6 off 1 over.
ENCOUNTER Scores
arin eooss S. T h o nig1$7®0 Overs
SATURDAY 23 MARCH 2024 d Royal: 107/9 20 Overs
MAX PAWSEY RESERVE - FOUNTAIN DR, NARRE WARREN VIC 3806
OVER 40'S & OVER 50°S GAME | 8.00 AM ONWARDS -
OPEN GAME [ 3.00 PM ONVWARDS Award Winners
COME AND CHEER YOUS 03A TEAM & CELEBRATE THE OY-THO W STYLE Best Batter' Asfan Thajudeen (STC))
W AFIERBALvEJLI(;::?A}HEA:rﬂDMUSIC @ Best Bowler: Jeevan Mendis (STC)
SINGING AND DANCING | BUFFET DINNER

Player of the Match: Jeevan Mendis (STC)

Open Game |

The annual Royal Thomian cricket encounter was

held on the 23rd of March at the Max PawseyThe open game had the Thomians batting first
Reserve in Narre Warren. again after winning the toss and got off to shaky
start losing 2 earlywickets however after that it
\ Over 50s Game | was the Shiran Rajakaruna show along with
Chenutha Wickramasinghe who put on a batting
Theov er kiEked aff the day with Royal clinic. Shiran stole the show withcordbreaking
batting first and made 142/9 in their 20 overs knock of 153 with 11 x 6
with Shehan Paranavithanghe pick of the Scored 61 including 5x
bowlers taking 5/33. In reply the Thomians total 246/6 in 20 overs.
passed the score 8 down in the last over with
Mahen Siritunga scoring 30 not out alondgroyal in their reply kept up with the required run
with Shehan Dhanapal a ( 2ae)at ai tinges withi several pfat®ir hatsraan

c)oz
(@17

who made a fighting 19 n.o at the end. getting quick runs. The game got down to the wire
and the Thomians prevailed with a hdodght
Scores win by 8 runs.
Royal: 142/9 20 Overs
S. Th o nd3>8d9.5 Overs Scores
, S. T h o n2d66&0 Overs
Award Winners Royal: 238/ 4 20 Overs

Best Batter: Shyam Sideek @R .
Best Bowler: Shehan Paranavitharana (STC) Award Winners

o . Best Batter: Shiran Rajakaruna (STC)
Player of the Match: Dirk da Silva (STC) Best BowlerChaminda Vidanapathirana G

‘ Over 40s Game | Player of the Match: Shiran Rajakaruna (STC)

Randy De Silva Memorial Trophy for the best
The next game was t he ThomamplaydroShian RajakdrunalfSdC)Thomi an's
batted first and made 181/7 in their 20 overs

with Dilusha Nanayakkara (34) and Jeevantwas a great day with plenty of support for all 3
Mendis (36) getting the team off to a quick starteams throughout the day.

ax
X
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MembersLunchd 4t May 2024

The:Members.Lunch thisyear wasbrought

forward from /August-torMay-to-coineide

wiih tthh visit & evaordleid Sei'dt o f War d
Billimoria toAustralial» The-event:was/ held

on Saturday+4thvMay.at-the ‘RSL/Club in
Springvale attended by over’90 Old-Boys

and spouses;iwith-the\Warden:as the:Chief

Guest

The proceedings-commencedh with,Saman iyanage (President,» OBA)welcoming : theJguests and
acknowledgingithe Warden for:his/loyal service toithe-College-during his tenure)sinece 2015 and passing
the good wishesfof the Thomian fraternity in-Melbourne " Theewardesponse thanked: the OBA for

their lloyal ssupport totthe Collegeandconfirmed: that.he will. be:vacatingohisposition -asnWarden
voluntarily-atend ©of this,year.aftea period of 10 years and requestedithe>©OBA fortheir-continued
support:tortheqincoming Warden.«There wasa Q&Acsession, where:the \Warden-was:able ta clarify
range of academic.and-sporting.issues: TheWardeniwas thenipresented-with a range,of gifts including
a bottle of vintage winge; hat-ana plaque ©of appreciation for his' lifng service-to.ourl/Alma-Mater.

This\wasfollowed by a sumptuousHunch providedbytheSrirLankan Chef at thenRSL,-John Fernando
incicCnly ch driicynog'Weardnn aral Peraradyhes 0ufih solMesseticeyrspicecan’ b <A iheabnlardad s h e s
palates.

There was acraffle copductted afterdun Dear Samain,

drawn by WendyReid (wife 'of Claud) | Thank you very much for a most
Thewinnerthis-yearc.was Mrso&an | enjoyable afternoon of fellowship
Silva ((wife -of itheformer Presiden] with the STC OBA Victoria. It was
O Pia J J 06 ) Thiis very encouraging to note the b y t he

.. fthe Coll s level of support there exists
signing-of theCollege-5ong. among the alumni here. Please

The highlight ‘of the.event.was the:Wardg conveymy grattudetosl
concerned. | look forward to

_ Sobimy g irencg a riemnidt i On_ hearing from you re the Lower ndos 0
Cacrno’ lthibtne 6o tihiatal. was appreci School Library project. With

) peace and blessings to all.
ThetE>Co wishes:-to.thank all:those-who-supported the eneht § warden

a special-appreciation-to.the’' Warden:for.giving:us the opportu
to thank rhim ;personally-fori:his:rserviceslhh e Wa r
acknowledgementrafterthe eventlis. shown:-in the adjacent bo

| was particularly moved by the
plague presented to me.

.
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Milestoner - Birthday~ Celebrations

Dr. Vevil De Kauwe (90 years)

DR VEVIL DE KAUW&Eentlycelebrated his 90 Birthday in Perth with his

family and friends. He was a graduate from the Colombo University and was

in the academic staff at STC Mt. Lavinia during the 1858ra. He was well

known for his ballroom danciagd was the mosbughafter dancing instructor

in Colombo. Hwas t he creator of the oOLunar T
examiner of Federal Association of Ballroom Dance Australia and New Zealand.

After migrating to Australia, he obtained a medical degree at the age of 47
yearsand also completed a Diploma Obgtiesand Gynaecology at 55 years;

and continuedhis medicgbractice in Perth till his retirement. Mr. De Kauwe has
been a member of the Melbourne OBA for many decades.

CongratulationSir, on this tremendous milestone and wish you all the happiness in the.years ahead

Mrs Audrey Goonetilleke (100 years)

Mrs. Audrey Goonetilleke is the widow of Claude Goonetilleke, a loyal member of this Association for
many years, who passed away in 2010. Whilst in retirement, he used his engineering skills to produce
fridge magnets depicting the Thomian crest, as well as

iconic Australian landmarks such as the Sydney Opera
House and Harbour Bridge, which he donated to the OBA

for fundraising purposes. In appreciation of his support

and Audrey®ds onghisiAssgciatbgma ne ct i
group of our senior members teasher for lunch, a few

weeks after her 100 birthday in February this year.

Audrey was born in Colombo

and at 10 years moved with [&&
the family to Nuwara Eliya |§
where she attended Good|§
Shepherd Convent amtbmpleting the Senior Cambridge. Being keen o
teaching careershe successfully completed the entrance exam at g

due to the minimum entry abeing 18 years. Instead, she opted &gsist
her dad in running the John & Co Photographic Studio.

The family migrated téwustraliain 1976 and Audrey continued heareer
with Townsend Colortech, a photographic laboratmg then with Steven Lumley Insurance Brokers;

and ending her working career with World Vision. Since retirement, she undertook voluntary work at
Elizabeth Gardens. She has maintained an acti v
arranged by the local council, participating in Probus activities and spending weekends with her
daughterLila. Shas still active and in gad health; and driveso the shops, visitsends and enjoy

gardening.

Wishing you many more years of good raaltidant happinessl peace of mind. Happy % 8irthday!

o
X
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HE DID IT HIS WAY

Tribute to Warden Neville de Alwis

June 15th 2003 was a sad day for many Thomiagsr e at est of the four ©6Gol c
and the members of the family of Neville de Alwisvould be to do precisely what he never wanted
Warden Emeritus of the College, as the mortdbne. In his farewell speech to the College on 30th
remains of that great man were laid to rest aftera) une 199 8P lheea sseaiddo:n 6& c o mp
ceremonial Thomian funeral attended by a thrormmpst Wardens, simply enjoy and make use of what |

of mournergrom all walks of life. To many of usam leaving for you and pass it on to those who come
saying a last adieu and farewell to Warden Neville after youuntarnished 6

who entered rest two weeks short of his 66thi

birthday, was akin to saying goodbye to a Fathe though he never claimed that the College was his
and a ?\//Ientor and so itngsgapt t%/at the funeraﬁ%e’ those who knew him and worked with him knew

t ook | acayon Fatherso Ust how much this was so.
P y part of him. STC flowed in his veins! His day began

The moving ceremonial Thomian funeral, was a fiaatl ended witt5 T C . For him STC wa

tribute to a great Warden and a fine human beingGr eat pri ceo.

As I refl ected on the whol la spiteaofytidesfact that he received
proceedings, the ser l e s, t keey litAd dffibiad redognition after
moving eulogy, the newspaper he retired, he was not forgotten by
tributes, the vast throng who most of those who had studied
flocked to the home and to the under him or served with him.
Chapel and filled the The overwhelming evidence of
cemetery, as well as the many this was seen at his funeral.
tributes that accompanied
wreaths and posies, the one
thing that struck me was that all
this reflected just how much
Warden Neville had meant to

people and how much he had ’
influenced people for good and achievements. What attracted

; i people to this simple, shy, unassuming
Eggr;o%cbr:gz?m@ how many lives he man who bestrode the affairs of STC like
a colossus for fifteen and a half years?
All the buildings he had erected, all the ) . .
infrastructural changes and innovations he h4{rden Neville had a genial personality. The gruff,
introduced all the modernization he had brought fi/ff €xterior he often presented to us hid a warm
while he was Warden fade into oblivion whefi€art, a sparkling wit and a sense of humour, which

compared to the number of lives that werEPgether with the fact that he cared deeply for
transformed by this great man. people, made him a truly remarkable individual,

with a great capacity for understanding their
Though his life manifested the Godlike qualities gbroblems. Being a devoted family man, whose wife
wisdom, love, compassion, humility, kindness andnd children (and later his grandchildren) meant so
generosity, he was human and thus not perfect. much to him, he looked upon the Thomian community

L . . as one big family. His list of priorities was always
Yet even his imperfections are minuscule ngst theboys, then the staff and then everything

Enumeration of what he did
for S. Thomasd Col
be wundertaken here, yet
something needs to be said
about the man behind the

compared with his greatness, his strength and Dif s¢e ¢ A s t he Lor d Bishop s

courage as a leader of men, family man an@warden Neville was gpeopleoriented persod .

mentor. Perhaps this is why a number of those Wiyre are many that will bear testimony to this.
had opposed him in life found it necessary to pay

their last respés to him in death. Warden Neville loved his students. In disciplining

. 5 them he never thrashed them but loved them into
Warden Nevilleds many @agfyphieveEiment s g nppbl 18P RB&ES
during his fifteen and a half years at the helm O\fvantqtd ove to pervade the entire campus..| wanted

affairs at S. Thomaso ifefholeBl that thid Was a Rcondhchle foffem. Y T ¢

greatness as a leader. To claim that his was the

.y

My
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wanted to see smiling faces . . . | never wanted bogdvocacy of the right of children of the support (or
to fear me, or fear coming to school. This was parttyinor) staff to be admitted as students. By doing so
due to my belief that discipline should come frohe proved that elitism had no place in the Thomian
within and not to be enforced by the cane or anfamily.

?,:22; i%g? |0;e%?é2?égl d?gc?ig?nn;ﬁgt'a:;l |3a$)1§s rJl%rdly, Warden Neville had an abundance of the
end was the same, the means were differefit S §H® Mmon touchd. ~Everyone
purists saw this philosophy as a weakness, butPigSence. He exuded dignity and commanded
stress on the boys discovering-did€ipline from T€SPeCt, except perhaps from those who he had
within, did not mean that he never reprimanded @&iSPleased for one reason or another, more often
purished boys for various offences. He certainly dif'an not the disgruntledha had not got their own
Yet it was for their own good and only for thatV@y- HiS presence anywhere was one of a quiet and
moment and for that offence. He never harbourefignified authority. He was not averse to being
a grudge and the next day would treat theWitty and knew how to put at ease those he
miscreant as though the incident had never taKegyceived to be nervous in his presence! Staff of all

place. When héorgave,h e o wi ped t hdKSsstudepts old lpo%safaﬂd%paseatl saw this
quality in him. He was thoroughly approachable. It

His philosophy influenced the manner in whichweuld take him a long time to make his way from his
handl ed boys consi de rbangalow tothe bffece eactwraoyningaas dedwould
Oincorrigibled or 0 i mpptopsos thé Way to @hatHvith staff athd beys antl i k e
father in Jesusd par abé¢aehindifidudl whe paBsedohimiomnythattsdt®tonn . He
the initiative. would receive a friendly nod or a hearty good

orning, not to mention an occasional stern

He had the flair for turning such boys around ar{aprimand for the support staff member who had
guiding them on the correct course. Sometimeg,@otten to sweep the area or water the plants or
brief chat was all it took for such boystoreform.No y e e d a 6 pulling of the |

boy was too bad. His faith in them when all othefg,o Many literally adored him and would have
had given up on them endeared him to such boy§jone anything for him. His loyalty to them was

The tributes sent by many of these once waywafdd Mmi rabl e as was theirsd t

boys, now responsible citizens, are testimony thatl*ﬂﬁrthly, he had a prodigious memory that was a
method was effective. He truly exemplified the typ?reme(ydous asset t? him and the envy, of us all. He

of persons with whom 30deach Boy M 'afd@mCtEir maks! &heirh @ S

showed you, O man, what is good; and what doggysitions through school, their family background
the Lordrequire of you but to do justice, and to love,nq their

X enealogies were all logged in, his .
k_' ndness, and to walk éhmgdngwe%t'er!a\@ at Misofnger(ggég rell ( Mi ¢
6:8) the staff meeting at which he npticed that a_certain
This disposition also meant that he would always $§dent had fared rather poorly in Mathematics and

to find ways of helping his boys to go through schd&falled that the boy had done much better in an
with the minimum hassle. Having experienced fflier class.

difficulies of attending STC due to financiathe teacher concerned had no recollection and went
constraints himself, he sought every opportunity;{9ay to consult his records and it turned out to be

help those who found paying the fees a difficult tasgs1 One did not need a telephone directory when he
to stay in school with the minimum loss of dignity gk around. all you needed to do was to give him
seltrespect The many students of the Collegge name and back came the number in reply.
between 1983 and 1998 who experienced this\phearingbefore him for interviews was a daunting
guality of Warden Neville will testify to this fact. prospect as his memory provided him with a mental

Secondly, it was not just the boys but the staff, of §|f on each individual and there was nothing that
sections and departments, especially the suppbfuld be hidden from him.

staff, also benefited by his concern for people angs greatly assisted his administrative abilities and
their welfare. He did much to raise the dignity gy ght us the value of knowing the background of
staff. He was responsible for many of the erlean eople. Facts and figures, about cricket for

benefits that the staff of all ranks received, such §amp|e a game he loved with a passion although
increased salaries, pension rights, incentiv s had’never played it himself, were at his

bonuses, insurance schemes, and many ertips. Kmar Boralessa and Pelham Juriansz
benefits. One outstanding feature was his staunc

=
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describe him as a oWalkassgeWicded 6OWHehknb& mlhougqu
about Thomian cricket than many who had playéde received his share of brickbats, yet nothing ever

the game. He used to admit that for him cricket wdsterred him from the goals he had set for himself

King! Yet he gave as much patronage to other spofts the benefit of the College. This strength inspired

as well. He would have been a great asset to thhose around him to stand firm, in spite of
committe writing the history of the RoyBhomian unpopularity, in spite of opposition. His strength was
Cricket match in time for the 22§ame. the impetus that made us stand with him. He inspired

: : .us and will continue to inspire us.
Fifthly, there was his acumen for always selecting P

the right man for any job. | recall the student whbhis great man did much not only as Warden, but
was known to have the makings of a fine actor aralso as a decent human being. As | said in my sermon
would have perfectly suited the lead role in a majoon the 15th anniversary of his Institution and
production, but was reluctant to give it a go. nst al |l ati on, it was a ¢
Warden Neville convinced himto justtryitonce,addd i vi ne vol i tiond that en
as expected the lad performed brilliantly, going orfarsightedness and his vision that spurred him on

to be one of the finest actors ever produced by ®very step of the way. He taught us the value of

(0]
a

Thomasd Coll ege. He r abvays gvarking ewvith agvisiont andl thep eualty! e
when others did not and he harnessed their taleimgportant value of always thinking ten years ahead
for the greater good. when taking certain momentous decisions. He

. o fulfilled the vowshe made at his Installation in
But to me his most remarkable and inspiring qualgg%

_ nuary 1983, vows he renewed annually at a
and what | shall most remember about him was cial service on the 19th of January.
faith in God in the face of all obstacles. He was a
Christian who had a childlike faith. It was this faithe Man he was and the life he lived are like a
that sustained hida f ai t h g r oghn dtangp thatmust bheeimpbdnked for generations to
Churchd tradition of AomglontbeaSchoasl e lovdd eand sdrvieck so well.e ¢ a
the words of Bishop Jabez Gnanapragasam wh&'hat he has done must never be forgotten. In one
had once told him: c’aofChrhestpraay earasy ubsee dk md c khda ds
down, but never knocked out! In his farewell speaatthinggood n t hi s mands | ife w
to the school he said that this gave him a lot bé of benefit to the world; that all that important to
strength 0 This has stood imemwilberegpectedby thaseswdalfollow| andhthaty e
never bowed to pressure, however powerful theverything in which he was great will continue to
i ndividual may bed. oOolmearhemwsahmet & piese crho w et lwatnth
t o read W. E . O6Henl esgy@ab ud NOVANGTNWBS 6t,0 D hatt.he

0 bl | 0. t i f i
S Ny APl S0 O wagdhh Nle o AW roudht o . © ©
finished his race and kept the faith. While offering

In the fell clutch of circumstance our condolences to his wife and family who shared

| have not winced nor his joys and sorrows, it is now the turn of those who

Cried aloud. loved and respected him and sat at his feet, to

Under the bludgeonings emuiht e the noble example o

of chance Reasonsd who certainly did

My head is bloody, but unbowed. he always wused to say, o H
I

This was an amazing quality in the man. Other ment dgeo of his remarkable

would have turned and run frosome of the Ave atque vale magister magistrorum
problems that Warden Neville faced with courage, _ .
integrity and conviction. Requiescat in pace

Though he was hurt by some of the things that he
had to face, he was by no means daunted by therlrza.d i

Hi | e tr o rTBisarti ee Marc Billimdid Boy of
IS personal mott quam asgc g tormé& Memb Bfﬁ@‘t(‘ﬁrgt pub‘Hshed in the
memento rebus in arduis servare mn&mDain News of 23une 2003 and reprinted with hjs consent.

60 Remember t o keep a calm mind I n di ffi1cul't
situationd

He also taught us how to react to criticisms. His
maxim was O0ODogs may bark but the caravan stil/]

X
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145™ BATTLE O HE BLUES
SADEV SOYSA — THE ON 5 HINING LIGHT!!

According to many sports writers, st Battle of the Blues will be recorded as arguably

one of the drabbest of draws ever played out in its history, as the Thomians were found guilty

of opting to chase personal milestones rather than forcing a result, when the third and final day

of their big natch cricket encounter endethis encounter, will now be best remembered as the
6l4Battle of the Yawnio, a mat c hWiththaanustolh e T h ¢
them to force a result, S. Thomasd Coll ege w
the match as a stalemate, much to the relief of the

Royal College cricketers whom they had to beat in
regaining the coveted D.S. Senanayake Shield that

they had lost last year.

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe, an old
. boy of Royal College, whilst watching thatch at

the grounds jokingly described the ongoing
proceedings best, when h e
managed to snatch a draw from the jaws of
victory.o

Amidst this doom and gloom on the Thomian approach
and performance an unlikely hero, in the nam@aafev
Soys&merged.Fresher Sadev Soysa produced his best
performance of the season top scoring with 83 runs as
S. Thomasd posted 297 runs
first on day one of the Match. This was in addition to
another 33 runs in the second innings (total 116 runs)
and received the Best Batter Award for the match. A
week later, in the 47Mustangs Trophy, he proved once
again that he was no muwvith the bat by recording the
highest score of 65 runs in the Thomian innings, winnings
the Man of the Match award and enabling the Thomia
to win by 30 runs.

An interesting interaction by an Old ThomMidysha
Nathavitharana) with Sadev during the Royal Thomia
Match in the previous year, when Sadev was a Steward,
that was published in Linkedhighlights the calibre of
this young star

d don't generally do 'brag’ posts : but this young man
warrants a boast : and a lesson in resilience, courage,
and also, downright determination.

| metVarnika Soyssiyoung son Sadev last year at the big rmatblere he was on Steward

Duty. He was trying to sell his quota of souvenirs. Clearly, quite 'sloshed' and in our usual 'ribbing’
mood, | jovially told him to sell me a souvenir next year as | already beygiticdmwasn't

true!).

o
X
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He replies "I will not be here next year"

"Why? Don't you have another year or two left to go ?" | inquired and cheekily asked him
"Failing O/Ls in true Thomian style are we?"

The young man laughs... and points to the pitch... and tells me "I will be there"

| laughed honestly not taking him seriously. He
noticed it. And told me quite sternly..

"Watch me uncle... | will be out there... Not her¢

"No point" | kept ribbing him... "You'll be out for
a duck..." s

"At least a 50 uncle : at least a 50"

For a young man who was dropped out of the
side that year, this was a bold claim. | laughed
and let it be at that... | bought a souveaird
forgot allabout it...

L to RVidusha Nathavitharana, Sadev

This year, young Sadev hammered a 80+ in his

maiden Big Matchand won the best batsman
award... The proud father tells me how he put his head

down and worked at it da#ynd the grim determination he worked towards this momentous
achievement that | am sure will be a memory he will cherish a lifetime...

Many times, when faced with rejection and failure, we cower ; we falter ; we give up : worst of

all, we lose that sense of 'spunk’ we generally have. Being able to come back from a defeat, from
a set back, from a disaster, is what truly makes charaudeheee really is no shortcut to it

apart from falling down, and getting back up... No matter what, being able to still believe in
yourself is the cornerstone of success : in the field, in the class, in the workplace, and in life..

It also shows how important it is to have those around you to prop you back up, help you back on
your feet, and never lose hope in you... There will be enough to ‘talk down' on you (like I did
albeit jokingly etourse} so, having the few that trulylibee in you, and give that little pep

talk is essential too... A proud father moment fovaurika Soysh

Edi tords Not e: Our thanks to Vidusha Nathavithar

Forthcoming Event

S ThomT:hCelma, 10 £oC o:lodcesg e
Australian:Branch:Inc

TRANSFIGURATION SERVICE

DATESaturday 3¢ Augus024
VENUESt . Ai dands, Angl i can JChur c
39, Wallarano Drive, Noble Payk/ic 3174
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Great feats have been performed on the field, but memories are made all around it.

The Royal Thomian Big Match is possibly the most anticipated event of the year in the Sri Lankan school
calendar, looked forward to by both young and old, male and female, and even those who have no
connection to either schottlis the seconlbngest uninterrupted cricket match series in the world, and it

is the only schoolboy cricket match in Sri Lanka to be played over threeFaya.nation that lives

and breathes cricket and worships its heroes, it comes as no surprise that Big Match seassn unleas
unmitigated | evels of frenzy unto Col ombods stre

In all this,the Refho has come to represent far mofro,e t han
the infallible excitement of those attending the match for the very first time, feeling in their bones that
theydre about t o votheseasosed \wterans tethrning yearsafiee year w feel

the height otamaraderie and to take with them alcohilduced hazy memories of the greatest times

of their lives.

Most of this togetherness and the o0living of th
heard these names in passéifglustangs, Colts, Stallions, Thoroughbreds, Stables, and all sorts of others

0 but for an outsider looking in, they remaimystery and to be frank, make up part of the allure and
feeling of mystery that surround the exclusive &

.
"
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While the mystery adds to it all, thereds no ha
look into the walls, tarps, and pillars that lay witness to all this sporting solidarity.

MUSTANGS

Mustangs is the oldest tent, celebraingmpressive 106 years in 2024. It was formed by a group of
four old Royalists and two old Thomiahserves as a gathering place for distinguished gentlemen who
have likely withessed the match for more years than many of us have been alive.

A Mustang is defined as a wild, unruly, and masterless horse, a meaning, it
would seem, that has resonated with the founders of the tent, to take the liberty

for some horseplay in their old ag@nly elders are qualified to enrol in the
Mustangs tent, which emanates a grandiose nature from deep within as it hosts
allthe highf | yer s, senior old boys of Royal
very exclusive.

Sl T LS The Mustangs was the only private tent in the Big Match for a long time. This
MUSTANGS changed in 1975 with the addition of the Colts Tent. The Mustangs colours of
pink, grey and black was chosen by two of its founding mendbéred
Wirasekera and Wilmot PereraThey even had a custemade Mustang tie
from a wellknown company in the UK (Sulka in Bond Street).

The Centenary celebrations of Mustangs in Mart8 2@luded many special events including a Kiribath
breakfast on the first day of the matcittended by the Principal (Royal College) and Warden (S.
Thomasd) . After breakfast the two captains came
Gold Coin, from the oldest and most senior membdr ReForce Commander Air Field Marshall Paddy

Mendis, to be used at the toss. A group photo of the Mustangs merabalsowaken.

CoLTs

The Royalhomian Colts tent was found&l years ago (975) by a group of young Royalists and
Thomianand is nowone of the most vibrant fixtures at the Big Match. The Colts
has become synonymous with uninhibited revelry and merriment, experienced in
the secure confines of a mensh@nt.

The tent, however, signifies more than fun: It is a vibrant affirmation of the
friendly rivalry, deep respect and camaraderie that characterise the Big Match
From its beginnings at a small enclosure at the Oval, the tent now accommodates
500 young Royalists and Thomians.

Memberships are carefully vetted by a committee to ensure a gathering of theditted. Entertainment

is provided by a house band, a papare band, and a DJ, with popular artistes making guest appearances
as well. The tent is now-aionditioned and a nurebof support staff including helpers assist in making
the experience as comfortable as possible.

BRUMBIES

i

L Brumbies came to be way backin20@0hen t he 0687 bat
BATTLE OFE}HE BLUES invited as sponsors, to sit together as one batch for the first time

BRUMBIES at the sponsorsdé tent. The follo

accommodate the entire batch, Brumbies was born.
THOMIAN CLASS OF 87

Equipped with their very own DJ, eigigce papare band, and
al | the modern Onecessaryo amenities of a Big |
capacity.

o
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Over the years, families have begun to join and while
it is predominantly a Thomian tent, there are a number
of Royalists as well.

Brumbies, with their elevated location, are the first to
have started dance nights inside a tent, something that
has caught on since they did.

EBTABT &/ S ACC OE 7 As the oldest tentd Mustangs, Colts, and

2 e Stallionsd are for boys, leaving their wives,
girlfriends, and family with no place to hang
out , the Thomian <c¢l ass (
include a tent where they could seat their
families.It bridges the gap allowing everyone
to be a part of this grand tradition.

While it was originally started by Thomians,
i thereds a majority of Roy
present.

Speaking about Stables, Stables tent committee Chairman cum Secretary Leslie Wirekoon said that
t heydr e qgui thavepothadiacksindeliighttbredk low at the Stahlbe also clarified that
seating in the tent is by invitation only.

STALLIONS

Once youdve aged out of Colt s, natur al
is the Stallions. The tent was started in thé@8dy the same group that started

Coltso six Thomians and $Royalists.

Stallions has an age requirement of over 40, and essentially came up to facilitate
those who were coming out of Colts but

Thecamaraderie between the Royalists and Themiangithin the tentis well known; and the saying
goes OColts is the arrival lounge, Stallions is the business executive lounge, and Mustangs is the departure
lounged

The committee at Stallions functions in such a way that they have no permanent president, and instead

have all general secretaries and appoint a president for each individual meéthwytent currently
hosts around 450 seatsith 250 for each school and limited to members and their guests.

BRONCOS

This tent was formed by the Roy
tent to come up as an exclusive tent for a single batch, initially star
off as a space from the HSSBC pavilion. They received their own sp . :
in 2007 and starSiemdplwi tthh et hRe st : me d
Broncos in 2015. -
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Broncos was tHest tent to bring down professional cheerleaders from Eurbipevever, this practice
has sinceéeen banned. Broncos have contributed largely to the glamour alf Roy

Thaonian as they brought down such professional acts, foreign DJs and also thao-wesill
sophisticated sounds system.

OTSC

This is the second oldest tent at the big match, with a capacity of 590 seats that
hosts people of all ages, including children and families. The tent is located at
the SSCgrand stand uppefloor and the tickets can only be purchased by

members.

The OTSEOId Thomians Swimming Clstayted in 1956 to assist college

aguatics, and today it has a fulyperational clubhouse in Mount Lavinia with
over 750 ordinary, associate, and life membera pool, grounds, and
gymnasium facilities.

The tent is one of the largest in the stadium and is considered a family¢argive of live music and
even featuring guest artesperformances.

THOROUGHBREDS

Established in 2010, the Thoroughbreds tent embodies this spirit with open arms,

providing a haven for Old Boys of Royal College and S. Thomas' College (age 35

and above). It pulsates with life, asloand engaging entertainment, fostering

a vibrant fraternity amid lively chatter, captivating performances, and vibrant
decor.

Thoroughbreds started as an option for those over 40 to enjoy the match after
leaving Colts and does not have an uplirit on ageTheThoroughbreds are
the pioneers of many of the entertainment elements you see at the match, like
bringing in Bollywood dancing and providing alcohol FOC. They also have a sushi

bar inside the tent. To be a part of the tent, you must be nominated by a member.

Editords Not e: This was c¢ @imithii Wieshgher om several artic
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Truth Without Hurt , Part 2

ByJayakumar Thangav€BirC ML 1955963), Ex Deputy Inspector General, Sri Lanka Police

This is a3art series of a frank accountimiieasurable challenges faced by an individual who spent his entire
career in the Sri Lankan Police Force from 1970 to 2007, and survivedRartedl\wisgtablished in the
Thomiana January 2024

A SENIOR POLICE OFFICER® PERSPECTIVE OF INVESTIGATIONS INTO POLITICAL CRIMES

2. ATTEMPTS TO KEEP ME OUT OF WDBELAGAMA on Police Torture, captiodalE qual Accde s s
COMMISSION where should it commence t

. : . .__.is available on the internet).
2.1. On the said Udalagama Presidential Commission )

being appointed, the IGP was requested by the&.4. However | was interviewed subsequently by the
Commission to nominate some officers to be interviewgaimmission and appointed Head of the Victims and
in order to select a suitable officer to Head theWitnesses Assistance and Protection Unit (VWAPU). |
Investigation Unit of the Commission. Understandabbught and obtained the permission of the Commission
the position contemplated by the Commission wouldl recruit my handpicked officials as ultimately it was
require an officer with vast experience in criminahy responsibility for providing security to victims and
investigations and trilingual skills. witnesses. Accordingly | recruited some of my Police

: , . Boxers and others who worked with me long years, in
2.2.The IGP on 19.01.2007 nominated five DIGs Whlg%hom | had absolute faith and trust.

included a Tamil officer, and six Senior Superintendents
of Police (SSPs). Though the Commission had requéstedd DS G was appointed O6Adv

the IGP to nominate me as a candidate to be26 Si h £ Victi d Wi q
interviewed, the IGP has stated that | was to retire 2-5- Since the concept of Victims and Witnesses an

2007, whereas the term of the Commission could exteﬁasistance and P_rotgction was a novc_al concept _in_ Sri
beyond December 2007 and hence he did not nomina{'@nka' the Comrr_ussmn decided to t_ram three officials
me. Curiously two officers nominated by the IGP wefd the VWAPU in Sydney, Australia. The members
scheduled to retire a few months before me. | alsiEected were |, as the Head of the Unit, the DSG who
learnt that the Tamil DIG who was cdersid for the Was Advisor to the Unit, and the OffiéeCharge of

position, had declined the nomination citing perceivé _Unit, a Chief_lpspeptor of PoIice._ After having
threats obtained the requisite visas and making the travel

arrangements in late August, 2007, just three days prior
2.3. Moreover, | had more criminal investigationalo our departure, there was a messag®m the
experience than the other officers nominated. Of my 4Presidential Secretariat, that if Public Servants were to
years of service in the Police, | served in the Crimindillize Government funds for this training, such persons
Investigation Department (CID) for over 20 years, froshould have at least 2 years service remaining in Public
the rank of Probationary Stlbspector upo the rank Service. | realized that this order was in particular
of SSP. Subsequently upon my acquiring a Law Degteegeting me, to preent me from attending the training
and becoming an Attorney at Law, | served in the Poliseminar, as | had only a little more than four months left
Legal Division as Deputy Director, then Director am@fore my retirement in December 2007.

retired as DIG Legal Range.
g g 2.7. Furthermore | knew that if | did not attended this

(My investigational experience consistently avoidieguinar, | would have to agree with every suggestion
torture and the appreciation expressed by hard cof¢he Advisor, and if | was to act independently | had
criminals whom | interviewed are detailed in paragrapio 3ollow this seminar, or resign. Since this course would
below. also have enhanced my knowledgehis sphere, which

o . was closely related to criminal investigation | informed
On my own initiative | followed a one month semin

. . _ H& Commission that | would personally fund the
the International Institute Of Human Rights, Strasbgilta. << involved
X .

France in 2002. | also published an article in August 20

X
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2.8. It would be relevant to mention here that arountb my life being the real cause for my resignation. The
the same time DIG Lafir, who had only one more weékhairman requested me to remain until the Commission
to retire, went on a two weeks scholarship to Honfpund a suitable replacement, and directed me to avoid
Kong. He subsequently returned after one week of ldeming for the proceedings and to confine myself to the
retirement and remained totally retired. Where&stl  office. This information of the tatgo my life was
almost four months left after my return from the trainirfgrther confirmed by another dear friend, an-ex
course and furthermore | was mandated to serve tipoliceman a very close relative of a Cabinet Minister.

Commission until its conclusion. _ _
2.13. | strictly adhered to the advice of the Hon

2.9. Hence the strange decision of Presidenti@hairman of the Commission in not attending the
Secretariat was mind bogglingdowevey Mr. Lafir is proceedings of the Commission and believed that threat
well known in the Police as a very honourable angould cease when the top official learned that | had
competent officer who did not indulge in politics or othéendered my resignation and that | did not attend the
mean activities. Commission proceedings anymore and was waiting to

be replaced.
2.10.In the course of my duties, on the directions of the P

Commission, certain vulnerable victims and witnesadd4. Nevertheless | reasonably fortified my house, and
were relocated by me, some in foreign countries artdok precautions of having reconnaissance carried out
some locally. But the Commissioners, in strict adherdnyceny staff covering the route | was to take. | lived
to the principl e vehturad ke dodn atdead éqd whigrohadoelyfigerhouses.

ask me where | relocated the vulnerable persons. Aftlir

having coordinated with foreign embassies | sent so §5' On 2nd October, 2008 my neighbours around
r

of these witnesses overseas and some | relocated locdf g ‘Zm inforlmegll me tilaltsthe dogz dOt\:Vﬂ thﬁ lane had
in areas heavily populated with people of similarod/ked very loudly at 1.15 am and when they came

ethnicity and sociatanding, so that they could mingIeOUt of their houses they saw two persons near my car.

with the local public without arousing suspicion. | did AGi€Se Persons had walked off casually on seeing the
take even my driver for these local relocations knowirfif'dnRurs coming out. Another youth said he had seen

well that he could be pressurized through various me persons by my car around midnight on two
such as promotions / transfers etc, whereas Inoas occasions the same _week and one who was ffr’“r was
retired and without any authority in the Police. | went c;nge on both occasions and left on seeing him. The

these assignments with my Deputy to the VWAPU MQ{g!ghbours had also noticed suspicious motor cyclists
Nawaz, Attorneyat-Law and a Deputy School own the dead end.

Principal. 2.16. This convinced me that my threat would remain
2.11. However in mideptember, 2008 | received even if | relinquished my services with the Commission

information that at a top level meeting of Securitf‘nd ! l_aeh_eved that rl]_necessa_rlly hadl tohbe with t.he_
Forces and Police Personnel chaired by a top official gfPMmission as at this stage it is only the Commission

the Defence Ministry, a Member of the Panel of Cound4fich COL&'S provige rr?e prrc])t(_action, a?dr:)n Attooer,
from the official Bar assisting the Commissiad, h2008 | addressed the Chairman of the Commission

informed that | was holding some victims and Witne39§§cribin9 the events of the wee hours of Znd morning

incommunicado and was coaxing them to give eviderf?:%d withdrawing my resignation

inimical to the interests of the State. In response the 987 |n consequence, the Chairman of the Commission
official had entrusted the task of eliminating me to @qdressed the Inspector General of Police on 9th
unit of the security forse October, 2008 annexing my letter dated 4th October,

2.12. Since this source had previously given nfe?08 Stating that
information of the impending assassination of 8 The Commi ssi oners are of

prominent personality, | totally believed in what he saigerceived by Mr.Thangavelu result from the obligations
and on 15th September, 2008, | addressed thef \r.Thangavelu to the Commission in his capacity as
Chairman  of the Commission Hon. Justig Head of VWAPU. The VWAPU is entrusted with the
N.K.Udalagamaa lettetendering my resignation, asfynctions of providing assistance and @ction to
Head of the VWAPU citing financial constraints and thgjctims and witnesses, who are assessed as vulnerable
| wished to pursue my Profession as a Lawyer and algdthreats by interested parties to prevent them from
the fact that | was not even in receipt of my pension. Buktifying before this Commission. There have been
in fact | orally informed the Commissioners of tieath instances where witnesses have been threatened with

e
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death if they came before the Commission. Sufttitility of perpetrating torture in the course of
witnesses have been provided protection bynvestigations, which ultimately was an exercise in vanity
Mr.Thangavelu. And as a consequence of suaihd a show of power.

responsibility to the Commission Mr.Thangavelu expo ezs It is with thi - q . d th
himself to threats of a similar nature. 2. ItIs with this training and experience and the

consequential confidence and skills of investigational
0ln the circumstances t #plitde, Dat mvantused to dneestigate gserisus grimas ,
matter of urgency, to provide adequate protection tdncluding terrorist related crimes both locally and
Mr.Thangavelu and to have this investigated by thiaternationally. These included the ategitommitted
Criminal Investigation Department. by both the LTTE and the JVP. Since | did not perpetrate

orture, on at?gr%?f my suspects | have neither been

6lt would be appreciat e({argbtédf& nor@VBfMreddie " 1S app
of the progress with regard to the two urgent issues

described in the pr ecediElcigng marmaignrwihpub resort to Torture

2.18. The IGP never inquired from me about providing§.3. | had the privilege of addressing about 100
security. An ASP recorded my statement and thatwasn s pect or s on 0Ol nvestigat
all. None of the witnesses was questioned. violation of Human Rights at a Police training

. e rogramme conducted by the United Nations
2.19. Instead, the Police Department still insisted on tE%veIopment Programme(UNDP) in early July 2005.

return of my service pistol and declined to release my
pension due from December 2007, despite th8.4.When | asked these officers their opinion of Human
Chairman of the Commission addressing the 1.G.P. byRights, especially the aspect of torture, they said that
letter dated 12th June, 2008 urging him to awribe they had to resort to use of force to solve cases owing
me to retain my weapon quoting the above threatto the following reasons:

faced by me. _ _

1 Sense of shame and loss of face if they fail to
2.20. Moreover at the time, the retiring DIGs were solve the case by recovering the weapon of the
entitled for such privilege and in fact even a retired SSP offence or the fruits of the crime, where there
enjoyed this benefit. were several eye witnesses testifying against

2.21. | also informed top Diplomats of two Foreign the suspect.

Missions about the threat to my person. One Diplomat § Lack of resourcespersonnel / vehicles,

asked me whether | desired this information be equipment etc. to pursue their investigations;
revealed to the top Defence official. |1 said oYe
official should not runaway with the idea that tHimgj 1 The period of custody of 24 hours was

too could be portrayed as ARs¥figiened Unknowno.

The Commission terminated its proceedings in April, T Pressure from Superior officers to solve the

2000. cases, with the implication that the
consequences of noampliance or failure to

3. MY INVESTIGATIONALEXPERIENCE AND ELICITING Successfu”y Complete investigations within the

INFORMATION DEVOITORTURE time limit would result in unfavable reports

to their personnel file or other strictures, which

3.1.1 was recruited to the CID by thenowned and )
would adversely affect their career prospects.

distinguished investigator the late Senior DIG Mr. Tyrrel

Goonetillake. He instilled in us the discipline &5, After listening to their response | posed the question
investigating crimes without torture and had very longhether they had ever carried out acts that could be
discourses and on the job training on the skills @kssified as torture, or whether they had heard of
investigating avoiding resort to torture. He abhorreggrtyre being perpetrated on members of the
torture and stressed that anyone stoopingptture was privileged classes such as politicians, theigoifig,

no good as an investigator to remain in the CID. AStBe rich and persons of high standing in society,
young Sub Inspector in the CID, | also had the privileggwithstanding accusations or evidence to attest that
of assisting, Inspector O.K. Hemachandra (Retried DI§jch persons had been concerned in murder, sometimes
in the investigation of a case of rape and murder of amultiple murders, fraud involving millions of Rupees,
school mistress. He educated me on his persoRge and other such serious ctioravhether force had
practical experience as a young Sub Inspector, on th@en used on such persons to extort information or

e

.



THOMIANA

May 202 4, Volume 27 - Issue 2

evidence relevant to the crime commitéedhether 3.6. The irony of the situation is that torture had been
force, or physical intimidation had been used to obtaidirected against the weakest sections of so@edtye
information on the weapons used for the murders or poor, the destitute and the defenceless, who were in

trace the stolen/ defrauded loot.

The

answer

wa s

need of the most elaborate protection from the State.

O0NODB O . The foregoing paragraphs on The Hfigitinformation
Devoid Torture is an extr

When | asked them whether | was incorrect in sayiRg-~Ess TO JUSTEORhere Should It Commence To

that in almost all the instances of torture in Poli

®nsure Human Rightsé publ i

custody, the victims were the poor, the destitute and %05 (also available on the Internet)
defenseless, they sheepishly admitted it was so.

The

answer

wa s

O0YES©O.

Part3 will be published in the next issue of the Thomian&éptembef024)

Edi t or JuwskulNao Thangavelu is a retired Deputy Inspector General of Pe
Sri Lanka. He had his entire educat
1955 an@®3 and graduated in Law (LLB) while serving in the Poli¢e Warca.
successful criminal investigator and a forceful participant in implementing better
of human rights in Sri Ladkahas investigated all types of serious crimes both loc
and internationally and was awarded a Special Certificate from the Asian Huma
Commission in Hong Kong, in January 2006

Jayakumarasalso a muébared boxer in his college days, commencing his careet
age of 14 of years and captained the college team at the age of 15 years, figh
Welter Weighunder 100 pourtide won t he Police ©H6Bes
Divisional Boxing meets many times and went on to claim the National Boxing T
four occasions

To All Old Thomiansd We like to heairom you!!

We are reaching out to all Old Boys in Australia and Ovéfseasdo have an interesting anecdote about yo
days at College or some interesting titbits about thecttml life of a fellow Thomian (or even a teacher) or
remember the good old days as they used to be, please, send in your artg|dsttptsptpoems, stories, etc. 1

the EditorUpali Gooneratnggooneratne@iiec.org
Membership Register

To all OBA Australia Membeltsis vital that you advise us of changes to your contact details in order to er
that this publication reaches you. Also, in order to maintain the membership records up to date, please ¢
Membership Secretaryanlfy changes (telephone number, address, deathMestbgrship Secretary, PO Box
2337, Mt. Waverley, Victoria 3149mailfgooneratne@iiec.org



http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
http://archives.dailynews.lk/2006/12/16/spo20.asp
mailto:fgooneratne@iiec.org
mailto:fgooneratne@iiec.org

May 202 4, Volume 27 - Issue 2

Sporting Heroes of Yesteryear é

REID BROTHERS E The Famous Five

In this series, whicommenced in the September 2023 edition, we aim to highlight the sporting achievements o
old Thomians in the fifties and sixties era, who
and have continued to support our alma mater throatiheaparticipation in the Old Boys Associations in Australia.
So far, we have highlighted the achievements of Rodney Ingleton (NSW), Maurice Fairweather (WA) and the tv
cousins from Victor@Rupert Ferdinands and Denis Ferdinands. On a sad note,H2edinands passed away

in January 2024 after a long iliness, just a few days after the release of the January edition of the Thomiana
Fortunately, his wife Caryl had time to read the
U p dMay his soul rest in eternal peace.

Therehavebeena few instancewheresetsof brothersplayingfor

their schoolsglubsand with someof themgoing on to sport Sri

Lankacaps. In this edition, we focus five brotherswhonotonly
played 1st X1 cricketfor College(Mount_avinia)but somewventon
to representhe nationalside and excelin a range of othersports
alsoat thenationallevelbothin SriLankaand Australia. TheREID
brothersd Claud,Ronni€Ronald)Buddy(Barclay) Barney(Brian)
and Tiny(Johan) representedCollegein 1st XI cricketduringthe
period 1955 to 1968.

Cricketwastheonlysportwhich all five Reidbrothersrepresented
College. Inadditionto cricketseveralexcelledin a range of other
sports especiallyTable TenigBuddyand Barney) Athletic§Ronnieand Tiny)and Rowing(Tiny) Eldest brother

Claud was the first to take up the sport of cricket, progressing from the Under 12 age group right up to the senic
team which he represented for one yeal. had the honour of playing at the Royal Thomian and their achievements

are summarized below.

Cricket Achievements at the Royal Thomian

One wicketkeeper (Claud)

Four opened the Batting (Ronnie, Buddy, Barney and Tiny)

Royal Thomian Batting Record (Ronnie 158 n.o.)

Royal Thomian Aggregate Record (Ronnie 325)

2 Stephen Memorial Batting Awards (Ronnie 1956 and 1957)

3 Stephen Memorial Bowling Awards (Barney 1964, 1965 and Tiny 1968)
Two opened the Bowling (Barney 1963, 1964 1965 and Tiny 1968)

Two opened the Batting and Bowling (Barney 1965 and Tiny 1968)

=4 =8 =4 -8 -8 8 -9 -9

R 0 n nscoee @fsl58 n.o. in 1956 was a Royal Thomian record which stood for 16 years until Duleep Mendis
overtook it with an innings of 184.

Other Cricketing Highlights

Ronnie andBarney topped the Thomian Batting and Bowling Averaggsectively for three consecutive years;
with Ronnie in 19581957 and Barney in 1963 1965. Barney also held the Ground Record for a debut bowling
performance with the figures of 8 wicketneandBarney2 r L

X
X
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won the Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year Award in 1957 and 1965 respectively, with both representing Sri Lank
Schools team during the same years.

At the national l evel Claud, Ronni e, Buddy and Bes
went on to represent Sri Lanka., with Buddy subsequently being appointed the captain of the natiagainsam
the MCC in 1968/69.

Barney returned to Collega 2010 to take up the position of Head Coach of the cricket team. Joining only a
couple of months before the Royal Thomian, he ensured that the team, which were the underdogs, was fully gee
up to meet the challenges ahead of them; and their gritty ger mance at t he Bi g Match
input.

Other Highlights

Claud: After migrating to Australia, he actively supported the OBA in Melbourne and played consecutively for 44
years in the annual OBA Royal Thomian Seniors and Open games. He recéivecetlei dent 6 s Awar
his contribution towards STC OBA cricket.

Ronnie: In addition to Cricket, Ronnie represented the College in Athletics, Basketball and Rugby. He regarde
Athletics as higvouritesport and held the College ground record for 440 yards with a time of 51.0s in 1956
and won the Public Schools (Pubs) in 440 yards the same year. This was the same year that he broke the RT ba
record. Leaving school, he represented NCC (Sara T@hatmipions) and Ceylon (against Madras in the Gopalan
Trophy)d albeit in a career cut short due to work commitmenmtsglhis heyday while based in Trincomalee and
Galle. Following his migration to Australia, Ronnie, turning 40, signed off his cricketing career in style with Blackb
North Cricket Club (Melbourne, Victoripping the batting aggregate and averagdsr two successive seasons

in the local Shield grade competitiojust like he did all those years ago at STC!

Buddy:Hewas a double internationabith Table Tennis being the other sport besides cricket. In cricket, in addition
to playing for College and the national side, he also playedlietUniversity of Ceylon (where he was a medical
student) and BRC. Hs X cricketing career at College lasted only one yeara result of successfully gaining
entrance to the Medical College. In TT, he went on to captain Ceylon in several overseas tournaments, inclu
the AsianGamesin Bangkokthe AsianTTChampioshipsin Singaporeand the internationalin Peking,China.
Following migration to Australia, he held numerous National and World Veteran Titles in TabkesTealhias
captaining the Australian Veterans. The pinnacle was the induction to the Australian Table Tennis Hall of Fame

¥
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The Famous Fiv®n the occasion of | Reid Brotherd Buddy, Claud, Ronnie, Tiny a Barney, Buddy, Darrell Lieversz &
Barney being adjudgethe Schoolboy | Barmeyce | e br at i ng Mum P| Claud- launch of the documentary
Cricketer of the Year (1965) in Melbourne April 2008 0Sri Lankads Joe
MCG June 2017.

Barneyd There i s a young ma ndswing, spiengrs a even chinanean, just whatc tebnage
Sobersvould have beén s ai d Bthe famer BDgligh STest cricketeeferring to Barney, when he went
back to England, after a British Council sponsored coaching assignment in Ceylon in eaDlyrir@$his time in
school Barney also showed great promise as a Table Tennis player. He was the Captain of TT at College a
represented Sri Lanka whilst still at school . He

x
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Championships; and with Srini Lucas to win the National Mixed Doubles Championship. After completing
schooling Barney migrated to Australia and continued his studies in Accountancy at Melbourne University. Howe
he refused to stray away from crickahd began playing for the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC). He is a
professional cricket coach in Australia and continues to lend his services to various clubs in Victoria.

Johann: Ti ny, being the oObabydé of the family had an uj
arena. Taking advantage of his slim build and height, he too excelled in cricket and also, in athletics and rowin
Tiny won the Stephen Memoiawling Award in 1968; and he opened batting and bowling for College in the
same year. On a sad note, Tiny passed away in August 2014 at the age of 66, after battling a long iliness. Durin
the latter years of his life, he was a Chaplain with Salvation Armyhere he completed his counselling course;
and dedicated himself to helping others. An exceptional person, gone too soon!!

The cricketing careers of this famous brothers originated on the gravel paths of Harmers Lane, Wellawat
(Colombo 6); and the Table Tennis careers of Buddy and Barney began on this dining table at home and the fu
sed table of Uncle Felix Rudolph nador. TheCollegeunveileda photographof the five brothersat the
pavilionof the cricketgroundduringa secondXlfixture of the RoyalThomiara few yearsback.

E d i Naaodrsncerhankdo PeteSchoormaRichar@rohieandRaviRudrdortheirassistanaethepreparationf
thisarticle.

GCelebrating the Golden Era of STG
CELEBRATING THE GOLDEN ERA Athletics (1967 - ’]Q’/’]j
OF STC ATHLETICS :
1967 - 1971 STCAthleticshas been the unsung

hero of the entire STC Sports
Programduring this era, thoughit
hadwonmorenationatitlesthanany
of the other STCsports programs
combinedThigprogram,coachedy
thelate Mr. BrookieD & S anid them
by duo of the late Mr. ECK
5™MARCH ORIENT CLUB Abeysekeraand Mr. NM Pererahas
202 4 Sg}';gg"fﬁkzs produced some of S T C best

’ athletes, and together have won
many National Titles, Relay
Carnivals, Zone Meets, and inter
collegiateDualMeetsinthe6 0 &Irs
particular,thisteam,comprisingf variousathletesin both track and field eventswon
the NationalTitle5 timesin a row from 1967 thru1971, an unprecedentedecordfeat,
whichto thisday hasnotbeenequalledor beaten. Finally,a mucloverdueeventwas
organisedon 5t March2024 coincidingviththe RoyalThomiarMatch. Theobjectiveof
the eventwasnotonlyto reminiscand give creditto all teammembersand coacheshut
also to remindthe currentgenerationof Thomiansyhetherin sportsor not, that STC
producedan elite group of athletesduringthisera, whowentonto achievesuchofty
heightsTheeventwasattendedby mainlyAthleteof thisera includingspouseand other
family membersand othersportingfiguresof STC. Therewere severaltributesto the
coachingstaff (Mr.BrookeD & S iMF. EC&Abeysekeraand Mr. NM Perera)and a brief
summaryf someare providedbelow.

(i
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Summaryof tributesfrom past Athletes

Great man, N.M. Perera. | am revealing this information because | was aware of how Mr. NM
Perera came to STC as an Athletics coddM was coaching a school in Maharagama,
Vidyakara Vidyalaya, which produced some good athletes in the 1960s. Brookie saw his
dedication, coaching abilities and hard work and asked him whether he would like to come
to STC. He agreed and resigned his government job at that school and came over and startec
coaching us.There was a hitch, though. Brookie could not get him a staff appointment in
¥ College for some reason, but for over a year, he coached us without being on the payroll. Thit
¥ pained Brookie no end and | suspect he funded NM during that period. After about one year,
just before Brookie migrated, he managed to get NM on the staff. That is the sheer dedication of
the man and the sheer commitment to college shown by Brookie.

Mr. Brookie D'Silva was a Thomian Athletics Icon. A Colossus. He had served his College with dedication and hc
for decades, first as a Student, an Athlete and then as a Coach cum Master in Charge. Being the Upper Sch
Headmaster to boot, gave him abgelauthority to call on any student to respond to rallying round the College
flag in pursuit of Athletics glory for the Alma Mater. He was coming to the twilight of his career in the mid '60s
1967 being his final year at College before he migrated to fal&. He had not prepared for this eventuality

and not made a succession plan.... or so we thought. He had earmarked Mr ECK Abeysekera, a tall, upri
Gentleman who was on the tutorial staff and who came with an outstanding record of sporting adkigviisen
younger days. He took a load off the broad shoulders of Mr Brookie D'Silva and immersed himself in coaching a
doing the administrative work so essential to the smooth functioning of the college athletics machinery.

Before | sign off, a lasting memory | cherish is of Mr NM Perera, standing at the finish line at Police Park at the "
Pubs, when Vijitha Jayasinghe ran the race of his life to win the 4 x 400 relay and annex the Tarbat, with tear
streaming down his fa@end repeating the words "I am so happy" over and over again. He had done his duty by
S. Thomas' College for which we all owe a deep debt of gratitude and he had done his duty by his Mentor, Brook
D'Silva.

Thank you, Sirs, Mr ECK Abeysekera, Mr NM Perera and Mr. T.R. Wilson.

Ajit Jayasekera (Athletics Captain 1967 & 1968

I never met Mr ECK Abeysekera or Mr NM Perera after | left College but today, more than 50 years later, |
stand here to eulogize them. So, they really must have made a deep and lasting impression on me!

In my time at Coll ege, Mr &botloas R Sceenc®Te&her anc  t
as an Athletics Coach. He had a vigitimat STC would achieve a supremacy in Athletics which
would span halh-decade. He knew that he could not be at College for all those y@ars
because of a personal commitment to emigrate to Australia to ensure the future of his family
So, his vision for STC Athletics would have to be delivered by dé#metst would become
their legacy. In 1967 he personally selecteG@KEAbeysekera and NM Perera as his
understudies and succesgband the three got the great project started when STC became
Public Schools Champions that year.

NM Perera was diminutive and boyish in appearahseftspoken, seléffacing and always smilingbut he had
a core of steel! He had trained in Melbourne with the legendary champions, Herb Elliott and JoArahday
was always studying the technigund styles of famous athletes from around the world.

ECK Abeysekera was tall, distinguisteexking and immaculately dressed in the classroom. His demeanour was
always sternd it never changed outside the classroom. Although he was actually a very kind man, he neve
displayed emotion. Before he joined STeChéd been the Principal of a Government School in the outstations. At
STC he was a Class Master and an excellent Teacher of English Literature. Although he never raiskdrus voice
certainly never resorted to corporal punishnddmt was treated witlgreat respect by even the most mercilessly
disruptive studentswho were like lambs in his class.

ECK Abeysekera and NM Perera were master tacticians whose focus was for theirtsaipedblileam to achieve
supremacy in Schools Athletics. They kept performance records of all their Athletes and tweaketlaed fine

o
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the training to ensure the best outcomes. They spent many hours on the Athldiiesereduaring the holidays.
Under their selfless leadership, STC became Public Schools Champions in 1968, in 1969, in 1970 & in 1971. 7
was their legacy) and it fulfiled BrookieD6 Si | vads vision for STC Athletic
halcyon haldecade of 19601971 fervently hope that STC will again experience another similar Golden Age of
Athletics.

Teamwork, intensive training, si$icipline, selfnotivation, the will to succeed and-selfifidence all qualities
which we acquired consciously or subconsciously thanks to ECK Abeysekera and NiMtBedeus in good
stead forthe restofourlige. CS Lewi s wrote thus about one of hi
my reverence to this day undi mi ni s hEGKARBeysekerswandNMI r
Perera May their noble souls rest in peace.

Chris Thomas (Public Schools Athletics Colours, 1969

Mr. E.C.K. O0Kingsleyd Abeysekera (O0Mr. ECK®) join
the year | made the transition from Lower School to Middle School. | was placed in Lower 4E and was privileg:
t o meet 0 Mr roduge@ Kindself, s sur Englishiteadher. This was the start of an enduring and clos
relationship between us, both on and off the playing fieliir close relationship on the athletics field of STC
began in 1966 when | was picked as a-§2ar-old to represent the Juvenile (U14) 4x100 and 100 m individual
events. While our | egendary Coach, Mr . Brooke DO
Juniors (U16), he began to rely on Mr. ECK to assist him with our Juvenile team.

Mr. ECK had us practice the vital art of exchanging the baton (as instructed by Brogk
drilling us on this aspect through repetition and encouragement. He timed us wi
stopwatch, which became his reliable aid, as he sought tirelessly to improv
performancesThat year the Juvenile relay team, comprising the late D.N. Pieris,
Soysa, Baker Arulanantham and myself, won all the major compétiRelay Carnival,

Group Meet , Dual Meet with St. Jeedessh t he
to say, thanks largely to Mr. ECK, our baton changes were fluid and often flawless.

I n 1967, Brookiebds final year as coach, the Juveni
Chulla Warusevitane and me. The training of the College athletics team was strengthened when Mr. N.M. Per
( 6 Mr . NM&) wa soachingaaam byt Brookie.t\With thehtrgg®mged combination of coaching,

pl anning and motivati on, STC regained both the Se
meet. The Juvenile relay team smashed all the records at every nygartiepated ind Relay Carnival, Group

Meet , Dual Meet with Trinity, and the O6Pubsbo.

Following in the footsteps of Brookie, Mr. ECK barred me from playing rugby, as he too believed that | would b
exposed to injury. However, he grudgingly relented to my resistance on one odcas887,, while doing some
wind-sprints | got involved with the U15 rugby training at the College grouAtishe end of training, they
announced the team to play St. Peterds on Wednesd
left wing, Chulla as a Centre and Rajpal atABif. A strong lie up of sprint athletes. On the morning of the game
the team names were printed and displayed on the Middle School Notice Board. However, | got a rude shock wh
| noticed at the end of the first period that my name had been crossed out by the-i&ieage of U15 Rugby,

none other than Mr. ECK himselfvas disappointed and upset. | pestered and pleaded with him, he reluctantly
conceded and all owed me to play that one game ag
However, Mr. ECK @@ not have worried, as | never saw the ball move down to the right wing for the entire game!
As proof of just how much he really wanted me to avoid and be protected from injuries, he even pulled me out «
an interhouse hockey game, as | was walking in with pads on tekgepl While | may have been upset at the
time, | knew those decisions wmade for my own benefit, and my admiration for Mr. ECK grew as | matured in
later years and was able to see the bigger picture.

Both Mr. ECK and Mr. NM had hearts of gold. Their dedication and commitment to our team was of the high
quality. They always displayed calmness, integrity, loving kindness and cared deeply for our welfare. As the sor
goes, | wish | could have told thenore directly, of my love and appreciation. So many wonderful memories of

those two precious and gentle of all gentlemen. They both have an indelible place in my heart and daily prayer:

Ravi Rudra (Public Schools Athletics1®66aptain 1971

x
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Cricket that had germinated among schoolboys runs, carpet drove and smashed anything short off the
Britain received prominence in the 19th century whback foot with telling effect. When in full cry, he had
leading public schools such as Eton played Harrow aspotted one of his brothers in a scuffle in the crowd and
big match and a few years latén 1837, the only two had dropped his bat and rushed into the crowd to his
universities of that tim@®xfordandCambridgglayed br ot her 6 s a s s iemrmed,um@resandd U
eachotherfor the firsttimeto be labelledasE n g | a the Royal team took a breather. Such was the
Battleof the BluesAbout the same time in Ceylon, airdominance of the Saravanamuttus of old times.

academy sprang up on top of San Sebastian Hill and

few years later in 1851, Bishop James Chapman, iThe series continued and not even the great world war
Et onian <cricketer hi msecould intervene. I n 1931 8Co
(STC) on top of Mt. Lavinia and Royal
Mutwal Hill. had already done so

to Thurstan Road. The
Thomian cricketers of

this period had to

maskoe THme mc
t=he BIl ue:

In 1878, the
Academy (later Royal

College) met STC on endure terrible
a stretch of green in hardships by
the vicinity of Christ exchanging the

Church Galle Face, in beautiful playing

what is known to be
the earliest inter
school cricket fixture
of this countrgnd the
inaugural local
6 B a bftthe 8lued .
Until the turn of the

fields at Mutwal for
an expanse of sea
sand with weeds and
crab holes scattered
all over. That was the
case until 1922 when
the hill beyond Hotel

century, the leather ruled the willow in low scorirRoad was cut and the earth used to give a layer of firm
games. Royal 6s score of topsalil 1cou
and the controversial manner in which the match enc
is yet a talking point. During early times the schaThe match had now shifted to the old Singhalese Sports
principals stood as umpires and wardenn8tdiad Club grounds opposite R.r i d Gamverd.sCadjan
shaded himself with a colourful umbrella. huts and canvas tents provided shelter for spectators.
The Thomian cricketers were hosted for lunch by
Cricketersvere clad in creamflannelspuckskinboots, Warden Stone and had to walk to the Mount Lavinia
and a hat,and carried a cap in their hip pocketto be  station to take the train to Bambalapitiyferomthere
wornonlywhenbowlingor after teatime Players and the teamclad in blazerswentto the groundsin open
spectators came across the lake in ferries, steam boirickshawscheeredall the way. The Royalistson the
horse and trap, rickshaw or by foot. The match sootherhand,after meetingtheir principalcycledto the
became a key social event with ladies and gentlemigrounds.
that formed the crowd dressed in rich garb. Th
principals ceased to be umpires in 1912, aagggway One of the most exciting games of the series was the
to distinguished past cricketers of the two schools. 1923 encounter when Royal won in the last over of the
match. In 1925 théeft-handedNeil Joseplof Royal
The bat had now begun to speak and in 1914, the finedevastated the Thomian attack scoring the fastest
batting display until then was seen off the willow of {century of the series in only 65 minutes. He followed up
(Thambiraja) Saravanamuttu, who in an innings of with another gem of a century in the next year. The long

=
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series of 140 matches played so far have evolve setting STC to get 191 runs and with 30 minutes of play
greatly. Individual performances of merit and nervleft, only 37 runs were needed with 6 wickets in hand.
racking moments are too many to mention other thar Wickets then began to tumble and STC fell short of the
recall just a few of the very best. target by just five runs.

It was the Jubilee match of In1954,a matchsavingnningef 48 runsvasseerfrom
1929 and Royal had to get 35 the bat of a Thomiarireshethenonly 14 yearsoldto
runs to win in just 12 minutes awhom the great Gamini Salgado, then coach of Royal,
play left. Sportsmanship andhad reason to present a b
positive play reigned supreme great innings played, for a greater innings to be
and in those 12 minutes,played yetin life. May you play that as well as you did
Hermon, and Selvadurai hadi n your first bi gcoumsgemendt.o .
bowled as many as 6 overs What an impression even a small innings could make on
without adopting time wastjn a man that had made a century in his day. This is only
tactics, and Royal won theone small example of the affection that prevailed
matchWhatmatteredmostwas between Royalists and Thomianghe smallboy so
| notwhowonthegamebuthow honouredvasnolessa persorthanMichaelTisseravho
it was playedIn this same subsequentshoneasoneof thealttimegreatbatsmen
mat c h MFay Sata@made 72 runs in his debut, andcaptain®f SriLanka.
and two years later scored 140 runs before enterin
Oxford where he carved a new image for the countr RonaldR e i rdcdrdbreakinginningof 158 madein
by scoring a superb century against the touring1956 and MichaeWi | teatdnyinthefollowingyear
Australians and also making a thousand runs in ‘were simply magnificent.Thetwo schoolsvere now
English county season. producingcricketer®f very highcalibre and spectator
interestin the big matchwas escalatingln the 1960s
Another Royalist whose contributions to cricket itheOval wasburstingat its seamsvith spectators
written in letters of gold, is C. Ivers Gunasekera wl
made his appearance in 1938. He can be considereln 1962, the Thomian captain Keith Labrooy made a
as the greatest allounder that represented the sporty declaration at tea time, setting Royal 143 runs
country, with many a century against internationto get in 120 minutes. When the last over was bowled,
teams and outstanding leg spin that baffled the verRoyal needed only 12 more runs with 3 wickets in hand
best In 1943, the gameshiftedo the new TamilUnion but opted to play it safe. Thomian prayevgere
ground&nownasthe Colombdval, and Thomianswona ns wer e d , and the match w
the match with KLM Perera and Sam Elapatha invohMa | al aseker eds hurricane ¢
in a record breaking last wicket partnership of 1l¢year, stands next to that of Neil JosepheOval had
runs. Not even the Second World War which henow seenlO consecutivelrawswhenthe 1964 match
broken out in all its fury could interrupt the series.  wasplayedWherthefinalinningstartedSTQeeded’0
runsto win in 50 minutesandgot it with 10 minutego
I n 1949, S. ThomaeA noe gpare. The feature of the match was undoubtedly the
runs to win with six wickets in hal brilliant innings of 96 runs made by Sarath Seneviratne
when the last over was bowled b who in the following year too missed a wdkerved
leg spinnerGamini Goonesendo century by just three runs and could be labelled as the
Thomian skipper Shanthi Kumar, most unlucky cricketer of the series. Anofimer
to the surprise of all was ultra Thomian batsman Anura Tennekoon stamped his class
cautious. In this same match the R@ during the same period to later captain Sri Lanka and
skipper Channa Gunaseke emerge as one of the finest batsmen this country has
displaying fine sportsmanship ha produced.
called back the Thomian skippe
after he had been ruled run out. S¢
did Kumar thinkhe was obliged to

Duleep Mendis cracked a record breaking 182 runs in
the 1972 fi Champaigaebatting lat its wa s

Gamini Goonesena

settle for a draw? Goonesena later scintillating best é. He
entered Cambridge and made aecordbreaking unbel i evabl e speedéé cut s,
double century against Oxford at Lords. pul | sé. reduced the fiel

Friend and foe alike were held spell bound by a
During the 1950s the matches played at the Colomima st ery di spl ay 6. cablbedcaedl bt e
Oval, started each day at noon with a short milk interv as one of the very best in the series.
at around 2 p.m. and a tea break a bit later. #erve
rackingmatch was witnessed in 1951. Royal declared

-
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8 wickets when the crowd invaded the grounds. Thomian
grit was proved to be no myth.

Over the past 40 years the match has been played over
three days at the SSC grounds on placid pitches. The
RoyalThomian is truly a historic event which has not only
survived the passage of time but has grown in every
respect to be the greatest sportingeen of this country.
Each year new faces arrive and new costumes as
well. The ground invasionsat regular intervalswhen
wicketstumbleand the colourfulparades of dancing
schoolboysround the grounds with loud bands
providingthe neededmusia@are thingsof the past. It is
a moreseriougiameof cricketthat prevailstoday with
professionalimpiresn attendanceNo morehorseand
Duleep too brought great credit to the countrtrap, rickshawsand bicyclesto parade on desolate
hammering the very best bowlers in the world. Tlstreetsof Colomboand insteadmightyprocessionsf
contribution of Royal i s gailydecoratedcarsandtruckswvithflagsaflyingands ¢ c
cricket until full Test status was granted has bebandsa playing, provide the matchfever and traffic
immeasurable. Not only runs had to be made b congestionaswell. The bonds of friendship and mutual
wikkets also had to be taken. Some of the morespect that prevail among Royalists and Thomians in
successful wicket takers in international cricket wereevery walk of life is greatly due to this series of
Gunasekere, Darrel Liewer Mevan Pieris, Neil matches. The two teams sit for dinner after the match
Chanmugam, Fitzroy Crozier and Daya Sahabandu. and the skippers makspeeches having always a kind
word for their opponents and strongly believing that
In 1979, the serieshad enteredits centenaryandthe t her e i s no Royal without
matchwas to be a threeday encounteron the SSC without Royal. May these two great schools continue to
groundst MaitlandPlace Thomians needed 167 runs tcstand as a beacon of light to all
avert an innings defeat and when tea was taken on ttaround.
third day, eight wickets were down for 161 runs. The
came the fight back of the century with Mahind MevanPieri{STCML) represente@ollege
Halangoda and CP Richards weathering the stor?ﬂqsrt'.Lf‘”ka“th&l%G%?DlglﬁFeTr%
When Halangoda cracked boundary in the last over M;i;é%ig)as‘m ishedn Daily FT(
to reach seventy, at the other end was Richard the liun
hearted on twenty. The Thomian score stood at 252 for

OBA Merchandise ....

We have a large rangestdmised merchandise J
including ties, key ringd,papsrapsyhiskey 4
glasss, thermal coffee cups, Jerseys etc

Contact

Milinda Liyanage
Mob: 0458 998 850
Email: milinda.liyanage@gmail.com
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An Appreciation - Dhammika Jayasuriya

Dhammika Jayasuriya fondly known as DD and affectionately by many
of his friends, sadly left us on theé March 2024 to be with his eternal
maker.

Dhammika was a student at STC, Mount Lavinia from the batch of 1959
and attended the school from 1959 to 1970. He was a boarder in
Copleston/ Claughton and in his senior years attended College as a day
student being boarded close by in Sumanarama Road at the home of
Priantha Serasinghe, an old boy. In his early years he showed interest in Rugb
and Cricket. He represented his school at Under 17 Rugby and in his senior years played for the first >
for three years as a front row forward. In 1970, he was 8eeretary of the unbeaten team Captained
by D.R. Weerasinghe and was chosen that year to represent the Combined Schools side. A gre
achievement with competition from many other contenders. He was alSoaygteen of the Second
Eleven cricket team apdayed many games for the First Eleven in the 1969/1970 season.

On leaving school, he was attracted to employment in the plantation sector and soon he was able
obtain a creeping billet with an Agency house. His first billet was Wellandura Estate in the Ratnapur
region. Soon he was able to demonstrate his skillgramaledge in the fields and the word was a buzz
that a very capable young gentleman was on the horizon. It did not take long for his capabilities to be
recognised and he was rewarded by being appointed as one of the youngest Regional Managers ii
SLSPC fahe Galle region.

Retiring from planting, he was able to open his own company, an ISO related entity, which he administer
until his demise.

Dhammika was a staunch old Thomian and it was always his intention to give back some of his time tc
Alma Mater. He was instrumental in organising, with his committee, the first Old Thomian Rugby Dir
Dance in remembrance of one our outstanding ceattteelate Quintin Israel. This event goes on annually
and funds raised are utilised for the development of junior rugby. Recognising his skill and knowledg
he was appointed a member of the College Sports Council. When | spoke to the Warden recently i
Melbourne, he mentioned to me that we have lost a valuable member of the Council.

Dhammika was a trusted friend who had a very balanced outlook on any issue. Since leaving school,
paths went in various different directions. But again, | had the opportunity of continuing the friendsh
when he regularly visited Melbourne to spene tivith his daughter and grandchild. Some of his class
mates and | had the opportunity to be kindly invited for a dinner hosted by his daughter Hasanthi durin
his last visit.

Until we meet again, Rest In Eternal Peace.

Arasu Saravanamulttu.

(i
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OBA Executive Committee — 2024

President Saman Liyanage

WVl B s Peneeth Goonawardena

Chris Varney

Rayesh Gunasekera
Secretary Neomal Jasinghe
Treasurer Shehan Jayetileke
Asst. Treasurer

Editor

Milinda Liyanage

Upali Gooneratne

Committee

Vasikaran Ratnarajah
Amesh Fernando
Lalindra De Silva
Dulith Gunaratne

Mandula Fonseka

0407 358 415
0404 213 166
0407 630 351
0410 047 088
0402 852 987
0421 878 057
0458 998 850
0449 024 294
0408 866 272
0411 492 747
0433 774 962
0452 144 486
0403 468 048

saman.a.liyanage@outlook.com
peneeth@gmail.com
chrisvarneyl0O@gmail.com
rayesh_g@yahoo.com
njasinghe@hotmail.com
Shehanl7@hotmail.com
milinda.liyanage@gmail.com
fgooneratne@iiec.org
vasidaisyl5@gmail.com
ameshf@gmail.com
lalindrads@hotmail.com
dulithgunaratne@gmail.com

mandula007@gmail.com

New Members of the OB#A2024

Branch

Period

Gerard ABEYSENA
Rohan LATHAM
Dinesh RAJAYAH
MNK DE SILVA
Mohan ARIARATNAM

Mt. Lavinia 1971-1976
Prep/Mount 1964-1970
Mt. Lavinia

Mt. Lavinia
Mt. Lavinia 1955 - 1965

Rohan EDWARD
Shehan DHANAPALA
Trevin FERNANDO
Gihan FERNANDO

Vidura MEEMEDUMA

Branch Period
Mt. Lavinia
Mt. Lavinia 1973 - 1983
Mt. Lavinia
Mt. Lavinia

Mt. Lavinia 1985 - 2000
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February

Friday gth @ ANNUALGENERAIMEETINGAGM)
6.30pm
Waverley Youth Centre
Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley 44

Friday 23rd MEMBERONLYS NIGHTPARTY

7.30pm

Waverley Youth Centre

Miller Crescent, Mount Waverley 44
March

Saturday 23rd® ROYALA THOMIANCRICKEMMATCHE®: FAMILYDAY
9.30 am onwards
Max PawseyRreserve
Fountain DriveNarre Warren 3805

May

Saturday 4th® MEMBEREUNCH
12.00 noon
Springvale RSL
26, Osborne Avenue, Springvale, \BT71

Saturday 25th Thomian Family Night

7.00pm

Jan Wilson Community Centre

Halton Road, Noble Park NoytiIC 314
August

Saturday 3rd Transfiguration Service
Time: to be confirmed
St. Adiands Anglican Chur
39, Wallarano Drive, Noble Park Vic 3174

Octo ber

Saturday 1211 Thomian Ball- 2023
6.30pm
Pullman Melbourne Albert Park
65 Queens Road, Melbourne VIC 3004
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November

Tuesday 7th MelbourneCup Sweep
2.00pm

December

Saturday O Festivalof Nine Lessons and Carols
6.00 pm
Date & VenueTobe confirmed
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They remain in our memories forever

Denis Ferdinands:Denis was at Mt. Lavinia from 1947 to 1959 and was awarded College
colours in Cricket and AthleticRenowned for being the fastest bowler in school cricket in
the 1950s, Denis played in thé& XI team first in 1955 aslb-yearold and captained the
team in 1959.In Athletics, he was the Public Schools record holder in javelin throw. He
migrated to Australia in 1964 with his family and lived in Melbourne. Denis passed away
peacefully in January 2024 after a brief illness.

Dickie Juriansz: Dickie was at Mt. Lawrnn the1950s and 1960s era and then graduated in
Commerce from the UniversityGalomboHe joined James Finlay and Co. (Colombo) Ltd. in
1966 as a Management Trainee and went on to become Chairman and Managing irector
1998 and continued in this position until retirement in.26ROwasalso theChairman of the
Colombo Tea Traders Association (Cafd\jhePresident of the prestigious Colombo Club in
2013/14.

CanagasabapathySachithananthanMr . Sachithanant han (fondl
the academic staff at Mt. Lavinia who dedicated his services for over three decades from 1949
to 1983. Following retirement, he migrated to Canada and passed away peacefullyson 31
January 2024 just 9 months shy of reaching a remarkable milestone of a céteusaves
behind a legacy of wisdom, kindness, and knowledge that will forever be remembered by

those who had the privilege of knowing.him

Trevor Rajaratham Trevor was groductof STCMland played It XI cricket in 1971 and

later for the Colts Cricket Club. Herved Sri Lankan Cricket as Treasurer, Vice President and
Assistant Secretary. In addition, he was actively involved in the organization of the Royal
Thomian Cricket Match. Wasalsoa prominent figure in the Travel tratbeing the CEO of
Mackinnons Travels (John Keells Group CompaflygSr i Lankaoresblagkl ay e
armbands during thienext gameas a tribute to the former administrator.

Dhammika JayasuriyaDhammika waat STCML from 1959 to 1970 amdayed 1stXI cricket

in 1970. He was also a coloursman in Rugby and represented the Combined Schools as a frol
row forward. On leaving school, he was in the planting profession for a span of almost 30
years. Following retirement, he establishetS® certified management consulting company,
providing services to the corporate sector. He is remembered by the Thomian fraternity for hi
loyal support for the College

Mrs. Elizabeth Rose Tillekeratn®Ars. Tillekeratneras a popular teacher of mathematics at
STC Mount Lavini@m 1984 to 2001, and was Head of the Faculty of Mathematics/ Sectional
Head of Lower 6th formA memorial service was held at the College Chapel prior to burial
at the Mount Lavinia Cemetery orthIday 2024.

Esto Perpetua

=
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PHOTO GALLERY: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN@ February2024)
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PHOTO GALLERY: NIGHT PART¥® (23d February2024)




