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Sri Lanka Presidential Elections 2024

The Presidential Elections of 2024 in Sri Lanka, held on 21 September,
marked a significant moment in the country’s political history. These
elections were conducted amidst a backdrop of economic turmoil, po-
litical instability, and ongoing recovery from the country’s recent crises.
The political environment leading up to the election was shaped by the
aftermath of the 2022 economic collapse, with key issues like economic
recovety, corruption, and national reconciliation taking centre stage.

21 September 2024
Registered 17,140,354
Turnout 79.46%  (¥4.26 pp)
Candidate Anura Kumara Sajith Ranil

Dissanayake Premadasa Wickremesinghe

Party VP SJB Independent
Alliance NPP SJB UNP
First 5,634,915 4,363,035 2,299,767
preference vote . .
Percentage 42.31% 32.76% 17.27% 2024E];7w.2d€”ﬂd/
Total votes 5740179 4,530,902 Eliminated il
Total % 55.89% 44.1% Eliminated
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Considered to be one of the most significant
elections in Sti Lanka, the 9th Presidential ~
election was also one of the most peaceful as
well.
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The Election Commission outlined the vot-
ing procedure on 30 August 2024, detailing
the ranked voting system due to the multiple
candidates contesting the presidential elec-
tion, ensuting voters were informed on how
to cast and submit their ballots.

Due to the larger size of the ballot papers,
the Election Commission opted to use card-
board ballot boxes instead of traditional
wooden ones.

2019 Presidential
Election

As the elections results were coming in, it was apparent that the contest
was going to be between three leading candidates, Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake of NPP (National People’s Power), Sajith Premadasa of SJB
(Samagi Jana Balawegaya) and incumbent President and the independ-
ent candidate Ranil Wickramasinghe. As no single candidate received
more than 50%+1 of the votes cast, for the first time in the history of
presidential elections in Sri Lanka, it went to the second round of
counting preferential votes.
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After elimination of all but the two leading candidates, Anura Kumara
Dissanayake won with a final percentage of 55.89% or 5,740,179
votes.

A three-member Cabinet has been appointed with the Ministry of
Defence, Finance, Economic Development, Policy Formulation, Plan-
ning and Tourism, Energy, Agriculture, Land, Livestock, Irrigation,
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources coming under President Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake.

Dr. Harini Amarasuriya has been appointed the Prime Minister with
Ministries of Justice, Public Administration, Provincial Councils, Lo-
cal Government and Labour, Education, Science and Technology,
Women, Child and Youth Affairs and Sports, Trade, Commercial,
Food Security, Co-operative Development, Industries and Entrepre-
neur Development and Health coming under her and Vijitha Herath
MP has been sworn in with several ministries coming under him in-
cluding Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation, Public Securi-
ty, Foreign Affairs and Housing and Construction.

The Parliament has been dissolved with the date for the parliamentary
elections to be on 14 November.

Counrtesy: bitps:/ | en.wikipedia.org/ and other internet resources.
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Deepawali

Deepawali, or the Festival of Lights, is one of the most important
Hindu festivals celebrated globally in various ways. While deeply
rooted in Hindu traditions, it is observed by over a billion people,
including Hindus, Sikhs, and Jains. The festival, which usually takes
place in October or November, derives its name from the Sanskrit
word meaning "row of lights."

The light in Deepawali holds deep symbolic
meaning which is wherever light shines,

¥ darkness is dispelled. Just as light drives
away physical darkness, it also represents the
removal of emotional and spiritual darkness
caused by anger, greed, hatred, jealousy and
ego. Enlightenment brings clarity, guiding
the soul toward freedom from suffering of birth. When people real-
ise the truth and grasp the deeper significance of life and the divine,
their soul is liberated from worldly burdens. This spiritual awakening
is the true essence of Deepawali.

As life’s struggles weigh us down, Deepawali serves as an annual
reminder of life’s higher purpose and the need to reconnect with
inner peace and wisdom.

There are many mythological stories tied to Deepawali. One well-
known legend tells of the demon Narakasura, who terrorised the
innocent until Lord Vishnu defeated him, restoring peace to the
world. Hindus celebrate Deepawali in honour of Lord Vishnu’s vic-
tory. In this tale, Narakasura represents the negative traits within us,
which must be conquered to uncover the true nature of the soul.
The festival, therefore, symbolises the victory of good over evil,
light over darkness and wisdom over ignorance.

The Deepam (lamp) symbolises the goddess Lakshmi, the Hindu
Goddess of wealth. It is believed that when a lamp is lit, it welcomes
the Goddess into one's home, bringing prospetity. According to the
Hindu epic Ramayana, Deepawali marks the day Lord Rama re-
turned to his kingdom after 14 years of exile in the forest, accompa-
nied by his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana. To celebrate their vic-
torious return, the people of Ayodhya lit millions of lamps to wel-
come them home.

Deepawali is celebrated with regional variations across India. In
North India, it is observed with great enthusiasm compared to the
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South. Traditionally, it is a time for redecorating homes, adorning
them with lights, and creating rangoli or kolam designs in the front
yard. New clothes are purchased, and blessings ate sought from the
gods and elders. Families prepare an array of sweets like laddus and
savoury snacks like murukku, which they share with relatives and
neighbours. Many Hindus opt for vegetarian meals on this auspi-
cious day. In countries like India, Sri Lanka, Singapore, and Malay-
sia, Deepawali is a public holiday, and families come together to
celebrate with joy and happiness, brightening their lives.

In South India, there is a special tradition called “Thalai Deepawa-
1i,” which refers to the first Deepawali after a couple's matriage.
The groom is honoured with an oil bath, new clothes, and a lavish
meal, prepared by the bride's family according to their means. Ini-
tially, this custom was meant to introduce the groom to the bride's
family, though its meaning has evolved
over time.

In Singapore, the streets are beautifully
decorated with colorful lights, attracting
many tourists and adding to the festive
atmosphere.

In much of Europe and the diaspora,
Deepawali is celebrated with vibrant fireworks, cultural performanc-
es, Indian music, Bollywood dance, henna art, and traditional cui-
sine, including Indian street food. These festivities bring together
communities and showcase the rich cultural heritage of the festival.

Shiyamala Yogeswaran

Mrs. Shiyamala Yogeswaran is currently working as a Quality Assurance
(OA) Coordinator at Lactalis Pty Ltd, a multinational dairy company in
Australia. Her writing journey, which began during her school and university
days, has now established her as a recognized author. So far, she has pub-
lished three novels and three short story collections.

r O-N=5 eilK /A

Turn your idea into reality

with Brisbane’s Best Custom Software Team

Tailored App
Development

Give us a call:

(07) 3394 8223




- - T

Volume 19 Issue 10

—
: Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka

‘ MOLAGODA

~ In most of the stories T write, behind the names of villages, T had to very
often state a link of the names of the Kings that ruled the nation in the
olden days. This story too is linked to a deadly story connected to a
King.

3 Kotte Kingdom. It was a time when the Indian
el : Hindu religious influence was severe on the Sri
Y | « Lankan elites of the society. Arittakeevendu is a

; famous Indlan guru who had influence over the

1

3 2 Generally, the Kings in power were always with
=====+! the fear that someone would at any time kill them

and grab power. So to face the situation, the Kings sought the help of

soothsayers and astrologers. They were members of the staff of the

King and the King consulted them on key matters pertaining to the

Kingdom and activities. The history speaks of the influence of Arritake-

vendy over the King of Kotte.

It was this Indian guru that alarmed the King of a possible danger that
would rise in the future from a male child born now in his Kingdom. It

w15 said that the King trusted Arittakeevendy so much he trembled in fear
of the danger to come and inquired as to what he should do to prevent
the situation.

“Oh Lord the King, the only way to prevent it happening is to kill all the
male children under twelve years of age now.” And the King made-up
his mind to do so.

“Killing the children alone is insufficient. You have to offer their brains
as an offering to the deity in our place of worship, the kovil, and the
number of brains offered should not be less than one thousand” said
this vicious adviser of the King. The King was so greedy he believed

" that the offering should not be delayed and the mission must be begun
soon.

He ordered his forces to kill the male children under twelve years and
bring their brains to the kovil to offer. The King became so unpopular
with this move as a large number of brains of the children killed piled up

™ at the kovil. The Sinhala word for brain is “MOLA” and the pile of
brains was called “MOLAGODA”.

That is how the name “MOLAGODA” came into being,.

Dr. Nimal Sedera is a journalist, poet, motivational speaker and an au-
thor of over 70 books.
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Contradictions in the Sri Lankan Society
Contradictions ate rife within Sri Lankan society.

Sri Lanka has an indigenous population that is over 48,000 years old
with a wealth of knowledge and history, yet the nation’s origin sto-
ries focus on the much younger Sinhalese civilisation.

Sri Lanka is home to the majestic Sti Lankan elephant, but the na-
tion often represents itself with references to a lion, an animal that
has never lived on our islands.

Millennia of multicultural interactions with South India, Rome,
Greece, Europe, Africa, Middle East, the Far East, and Austronesia
and the tens of ethnic groups that settled our islands is ignored and
discounted. Instead ethnic purity has dominated the mindset of soci-
ety for decades leading to ethnic conflicts and societal disintegration
and instability.

We consume potatoes, corn, tomatoes, chillies, papayas, smoke to-

bacco brought to us from the Americas by the Portuguese. We eat

dosa, idly, vada and kothu from South India. We eat dodol and nasi
goreng, and wear sarongs adorned in batik from Indonesia. Yet, so-
ciety ignores the contributions by the many communities that have
made Sti Lanka their home over millennia.

At every celebration, we sing baila, a 600 year old Sri Lankan folk
music created by Afro Ceylonese people with Portuguese violins and
the Sinhala, Tamil, Malay, and other languages. We even dance to
baila in the same perfect movements and rhythms of the Caribbean
and African nations. However, Sri Lanka is represented to the world
through the lens of Kandyan dancing and attire to the exclusion of
everything else.

5P

‘ The wealth of Sri Lanka lies in its people, community, culture, cui-
sine, music, dancing, languages, traditions and the web of their con-

... nections to the entire globe.
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It’s time that the Sri Lankan society began to develop our own
identity as a multicultural nation by appreciating the nuance and
subtlety of our cultural differences. It’s time that we develop an
appreciation towards each other
without being threatened by
each other’s presence. It’s time
we start non-judgemental con-
versations with each other with-
out the need to impose a nartra-
tive of ethno-cultural exclusivity.

Editors Note

We thank Randika and Jerome
for their valuable contributions
over the past three years and
wish them the best.

Our journey with Dachaena newsletter began with our appearance
on the radio show with our dear friend Yashan. Dachaena has giv-
en us an opportunity to inform its community of readers about the
diversity of Sri Lankan society. This has been a rewarding experi-
ence for us and it is with much thought that we have decided to
conclude our journey with Dachaena.

We hope that the readers have developed an understanding and an
appreciation for the uniqueness of Stri Lankan culture, traditions
and people through our articles over the last 3 years. We hope that
our articles have challenged your biases and inspired curiosity
about the truly multicultural nature of Sri Lanka.

As we bid farewell to the Dachaena community, we would like to
thank you for your support through the years. We will continue
our work on exploring Sti Lankan culture and multiculturalism
through Mathaya Project on Facebook, YouTube and TikTok.

Randika Jayakody & Jerome Perera

Awmong Randika and Jerome’s many interests is a
& deep passion to understand Sri Lankan history
| and culture.
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Book Review: “Prisoner #1056: How I Survived War
and Found Peace” by Roy Ratnavel

“Prisoner #1056: How I Survived War and Found Peace” presents
an unbelievable rags-to-riches success story of an immigrant from a
prison cell to a Canadian Corporate Board. He fled torture and im-
prisonment, arriving in Canada with $50 in his pocket. His dedica-
tion to focusing on his duties raised him from a lowly role of em-
ployment in the mailroom to the executive suite. He worked effec-
tively to elevate himself to be a Vice Chairman and served as the
Head of Distribution and Executive Vice-President at the CI Finan-
cial.

Born in 1969 in Colombo to parents originally
from Point Pedro (Jaffna), Ratnavel's trial of life
began when he was 17. Taken by government
soldiers to a prison camp for no reason other
than guilty of being a Tamil, he was tortured for
two months until he was able to get out through
a family friend: a colonel in the Sti Lankan army.
"Uncle Fernando” was able to rescue Ratnavel
from the camp and return the bruised, bloodied
boy to his family. Ratnavel's father understood
that there was no future for his son in Sri Lanka.
He sought refuge for his son in Canada. When the consular immi-
gration officer asked for proof that the boy faced danger in his
homeland, Roy simply lifted his shirt, and the Canadian officer saw
Roy’s raw scars. This blemish accelerated Ratnavel’s journey on a
plane to Canada. The worst was to come when his father was shot
two days later.

}n'ison(‘r
#1056

Ratnavel realised that the only way he could return his debt to his
heroic fathet’s sacrifice was by excelling in his career. Ratnavel’s
“search for excellence” directed him to find the bright future des-
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tined for him. He went to night school, worked three jobs at a
time, and lived in a tiny room with four mates. He persevered and
hustled with a long march through the very tough terrain of life.
He refused to accept charity, even from relatives but made the
most of the opportunities set in his path and the mentorship of-
fered by those Canadians who recognised his work ethic.

Roy’s story provides a great opportunity for us to celebrate not
only Roy’s but also many other Sri Lankan migrants’ achievements
on foreign soil. Despite the differences in languages and religions,
the people born on Paradise Island are flying high in and out of Sri
Lanka.

Varan Karunakaran
Varan is a multi-disciplinary Engineer in the oil and gas industry
< and a writer on politics, social issues and history.

Sri Lanka Debutant Peiris Spins New Zealand to
Innings Defeat

Debutant off-spinner Nishan Peiris took six wick-
ets Sunday to seal Sti Lanka's first series win
against New Zealand in 15 years with a crushing
victory by an innings and 154 runs in the second
Test in Galle.

/

17

AT 77
! 3
4 .::_ .
Peiris, 27, and fellow spinner Prabath Jayasuriya shared 18 wickets
in the match, the latter taking 6-42 in the first innings to bundle

out the tourists for just 88 after the hosts had amassed a mam-
moth 602-5 declared.

Courtesy: https:/ | www.dailymirror.ik/

New Zealand were all out for 360 in their second
innings before tea on day four after being asked
to follow-on.

Silhilll ]a.\‘ Property & Marketing Consultant RayWhite

With a passion for connecting people with
their dream homes, Sahan is a real estate
professional with a wealth of experience
spanning over 5 successful years. Based in
the vibrant city of Brisbane, Sahan has
carved a niche for himself in the competitive
real estate market, specialising in the
Eastern and Southern suburbs while adeptly
handling transactions all across Brisbane.

Having honed his skills in the dynamic
Brisbane real estate landscape, Sahan brings
an unparalleled understanding of the local
market trends, property values, and
community dynamics. His expertise extends
beyond boundaries, ensuring that clients
receive comprehensive guidance whether
they are buying, selling, or investing in any
corner of Brisbane.

Sahan's strategic approach, negotiation skills, and attention to detail have
consistently translated into seamless transactions and optimal outcomes for
their clients.

Sahan offers a comprehensive suite of real estate services, including property
valuation, market analysis, marketing strategies, and expert negotiation.
Whether you are a first-time homebuyer, a seasoned investor, or looking to sell
your property, Sahan is committed to delivering results that exceed
expectations.

For a real estate experience that combines expertise, integrity, and a
commitment to your goals, choose Sahan as your trusted real estate partner in
Brisbane.

Ray White Holland Park | Camp Hill
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Sunshine, Fine Food and Multicultural Treats for
Record Crowds at Sri Lanka Day 2024 Event

The Petfect Queensland sunshine set the scene for record crowds

to attend the fourth annual Sri LLanka Day Multicultural Festival

on Sunday, September 15.

More than 4000 people flocked to Rocks Riverside Park, Seven-

teen Mile Rocks, to savour a wide range of Sri Lankan cuisine and

cultural activities. Sti Lanka Day
2024, organised by the Federa-

Jll showcased the cultural herltage
and culinary tastes of Sti Lanka
to Brisbane’s wider multicultural

iy Community.

The social media campaign

| launched by the federation tar-
.2 geted culturally inspired food
“ lovers” in Brisbane and the visi-
tors had the opportunity to taste
¥ and appreciate authentic Sri
Lankan food at 18 food stalls.

Several prominent representatives from all levels of government
attended, among them Hon Milton Dick, MP and Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Leanne Enoch, MP and Minister for

Treaty, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partner-

ships, Minister for Communities and Minister for the Arts, David
Crisafulli, Leader of the Opposition, Senator Paul Scarr, Jess
Pugh, MP, representing the Minister of Multicultural Affairs, City
Councillor Sarah Hutton, representing the Lord Mayor, and City
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Councillors Chatles Strunk, Emily Kim and James Martin.

The multicultural stage had traditional Sri Lankan dances displaying
different regional traditions, a fashion show and a bridal show fea-
turing brides from three different ethnic communities in Sri Lanka.
This year, the ethnic groups who

performed on stage included Portu- [GRVASEEEemtreS
SRI Uzig;(g DAY

guese and Indian (Gujarati, Panjabi
Folk Dance, Bollywood, Bharath
Natyam) dancers. In addition, the
festival featured 22 small-business
stalls selling and promoting Sti
Lankan handicrafts and clothing.

The event had its humble begin-
nings as an indoor food festival in
2019 and then progressed to a full-
day, large-scale outdoor event in
2020. The festival is considered an
important event in Queensland’s
multicultural calendar of events because of its notable societal im-
pact in Southeast Queensland. It is supported by the Department
of Multicultural Affairs, Brisbane City Council and our corporate
partners and sponsofs.

A notable feature of the event was recognising and felicitating three
community leaders who had delivered exemplary service to the Sti
Lanka community over several decades. The awards recipients this
year were the late Dharme Ratnayake, late Lal Mendis and Mrs
Kanthi Wijesoma.

Jayasiri Weerawardena, President, FSOQ

Samith Wins Silver in Paris Paralympics

Javelin thrower Samith
Dulan Kodithuwakku
won a silver medal at the i
2024 Paralympic Games
held in Paris. Competing
in the F44-64 Javelin h,
Throw final, Dulan
threw 67.73m to win Sri
Lanka’s first medal at the
2024 Paralympic Games.

This is Samith’s second Paralympic medal, as he won a bronze med-
al at the Tokyo Paralympic Games in 2021 in the same event with a
performance of 64.06m, before upgrading to silver in Paris.

Conrtesy: https:/ / ceylontoday.lk/

Kamindu Mendis Breaks Record with 5th Test Century

Kamindu Mendis became the fastest Asian batter to five Test hun-
dreds after scoring a century against New Zealand in the second
Test.

The 25-year-old broke the record
previously held by Pakistan’s Fawad
Alam who got to the five-hundred
mark in 22 innings.

Mendis is now joint-fourth fastest in
the all-time list of fastest batters to
five Test centuries.

The Sri Lankan batter went level with Australian legend Don Brad-

man and West Indies’ George Headley by scoring his fifth Test hun-

dred in his 13th innings.
Conrtesy: https:/ | www.themorning.lk/
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Veteran Dancer Vajira Chitrasena Passes Away

Veteran Sri Lankan traditional
dancer, choreographer and
teacher, Deshamanya Dr. Vajira
Chitrasena passed away on 23
September at the age of 92.

Vajira was born on 15 March
1932 and was introduced to the
arts at a very young age by her
parents, especially her mother,
Lilian. She completed her primary and secondary education at

the Methodist College, Colombo. Vajira's mother sent Vajira to Sti
Palee in Horana, to study dancing. In 1951, at the age of 18, she
married her fellow dance partner, the late Chitrasena.

Vajira is regarded as Sti Lanka's first prima ballerina. She is the first
Sri Lankan woman to practise the traditional Kandyan dance which
was traditionally performed only by men. Vajira is credited with
creating brand for a female style of Kandyan dancing and setting
the tone for women to become ritual dancers.

Her rise to stardom was coupled with unswerving discipline and
dedication both as teacher, performer and choreographer, even as
she illumined her husband’s career.

%

She was announced as an honourable recipient of the prestigious
Padma Shri award for her achievement in arts in January 2020 and
the award was given by Indian President Ram Nath Govind during
the Padma Awards Investiture Cetemony which was held on 8 No-
vember 2021.

Courtesy: htips:/ | www.adaderana.lk/, hitps:/ | en.wikipedia.org/
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Veteran Singer Senaka Batagoda Passes Away

Veteran singer and lyricist Senaka Batagoda has passed away on
11 September at the age of 66.

He was well known for his cherished
songs such as “Api Kavuruda”,
“Nidinethi Reya”, “Sanesennam ma”,
“Api Senasille”, etc.

A true innovator, Batagoda explored and
experimented with various musical gen-
res, from traditional Sti Lankan folk mu-
sic to internationally recognised styles.
His work is distinguished by a unique
blend of musical traditions, bringing together different influences
to create distinct sound.

Counrtesy: bttps:/ [ lankasara.com/

Veteran Actor W. Jayasiri Passes Away

Veteran actor W Jayasiri passed away at the age of 77. Jayasiri
made significant contributions to the arts in Sri Lanka, excelling in
acting, directing and song writing.

His career began in the early 1970s
when he recorded his first song.
From 1973 onwatds he was in-
volved in films such as Dahakin =~ |
Ekek, Diyamanthi, Eya Den Loku &
Lamayek, Bambaru Avith, Selima,
Chitti, and Ayoma.

Jayasiri also appeared in popular

TV Dramas like Koombio and Ran Damvel. Additionally, he also
composed notable songs, including Dumbara Hinahena and
Adaraya Oba Obamayi from the film Bambaru Haadhi. His pass-
ing marks the loss of a beloved figure in Sri Lankan Arts.

Counrtesy: https:/ | www.birunews.lk/

Please see Rasakatha on page 8

Former MP and Minister Kumara Welgama Passes

Away
' i
the Samagi Jana Balawega-

»
& .«
ya. Welgama was the chief

organiser for the Sri Lanka Freedom Party in the Agalawatte elec-
torate between 1984 and 2000. Welgamaa was the Minister of
Industrial Development from 2007 to 2010 and the Minister of
Transport from 2010 to early 2015 in governments led by the
SLEP.

Former Kalutara district
MP and Minister Kumara
Welgama passed away at
the age of 74 on 27 Sep-
tembert.

Since 2020, he has been the
leader of the New Lanka
Freedom Party and contest-
ed elections with

Courtesy: hitps:/ | www.dailymirror.lk/
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Dahana (Newsletter) Archives

Past copies of Dxhana are found at the following location
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folders/1axuqUAWpgN9pUpirl36jyMHi4EtO9ES5

Please email “DachacnaEditor@gmail.com” if you encounter access issues.

DINNER & MUSIC
DANCING FLOOR
SING A SONG &
FUN ACTIVITIES
MUSK : SOLO2

NSHANTHA GAMAGE
CATERING

CONTACT:

0449 642 592
0466 935 406
} o4 397 005
o413 213 357

0413 182 039

Page 9 =

50 O O

FJededsy mOS 88 godabw BOEF eded 8857 RededBwied

8.8 mOTeosT ©3OBID® WO® C¢ DO WIW dBRO

8O HRBIeDB § Comedsy B § amd ewmes m» /
BOEwsY e®eddw.

BOB 5OTsY maBwd w®BTR O 8B

s Sedeedmo ,

©e®% srnenId),

BosYessy enFdced,

OB P, ww

500 Dm®ed w.

* wryds Bumed HOEw

MBI DCe0sT ©@ITIR O gnd,
* DY ewemndosm BOEw®
©B0BTW DYesy »HOBESTIBHEGA.
* 858 ld® @003 8@TTY D¥est v& HDIA.

* Jdedst 51085 8O ey BOE @wes mBwr 8O,

BBOB 5DS ew0n 0630 OB v Bods BwdwBn 850805
RBOO Bwed®n&.

&80 e306E H20WBH .

* X ¥ ¥ x

Y 9eme gdmm 8E®ed gmci®

DD P> Jg BE® dusleded ¢mcid JdedsIH
BEom00® @80 YOl e8RZe® MOWYn BeyBwes BOHBO
BuE 029dQwmO 89YEWD MO OD) Bwme. 0o
BOwme BE® DusIed g¢ ik BI® wewr Aend®s 12 0B
2 BSrddemw emed.

BHOOBGSY Dvsied 88sY =53DnsIeded
@88m, s8ewdBm vy ¢dedBm DLnsy
Dx¥ern BB® amed Deogy. IOV sIes
e0medsY BE&rnwe OB B¢ 00O yBD
clodBm DEnDR. 8¢ eDegRRsY
OB YBDOWO D1g®-8¢® moned
JeIDvTeded 0 S €00, BEw,
@08 yed 08 pen 8w ePemS
BBOO@. @A BE®wWE BE@renc
BB B (0O OB Omgycie Cven
Bosens mE GR. ¢dmn 8E0ed
eus30n), 803 ¢d, 88T aBNO, 8 ecommE, JOE DEC
DEG, E® DY, B¥ENe BB e e@H2 B
BEQemmc 1057 Ownl edewnns ens B DD BCHTI WE Y.

°00 28308 Jd YA Do BE@reww Jodd §Eomc® '
B16&sB @Beess DT O® RO OWLNBEH

B8O eded cvectd amd D 019cd ¥EOMO On BE

@n0s. I0ed® OB MOYTDH ©05edsT Bm A 8Bm1®

0D CrRed 0®® dwided ¢TI BW e gdOved 8OO grm- -
18 & »OEn WO BOY ¢edBS Owm w9 OO OB 6.

2808570 wRBEwd) 92RZe® mOWn WE ¢wm 83w wews

eB38W 9.8esI0 ®B&h 88D5QAD Owm »BBHBO® ¢siesIw.

QeDored ®ID® ¢ ey "BO®s ocim Bnedn —
Emyedes G0 o JuOIYHDHOo B HEF" (™G

ecImwed 85 d Bt BE&res I C¢, 95’ Dvsieded

G BE®ID), 008 Guw 8 GeBsy DEF) amedA.

Oe®, § ComtiPed 98min ¢ eO® ¢8O BE®W eewd
1B 05T BB 00e0Dewsy B0 EHHE DI WO
D). O® BB omden OO BE®DwsTew BESremnw B3O
eI MOWR WE 2BOI O BBwsIOH, DNICDE gery
B gIDnsTewdds, desY 9uE Bulonsion BE@remws BB

B0 57 BD® @¢00n e7) .

CRIDER 880 QBBED

s


https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1axuqUAWpqN9pUpirl36jyMHi4EtO9E55
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1axuqUAWpqN9pUpirl36jyMHi4EtO9E55

Volume 19 Issue 10

THE OLD AMANDINS ASSOCIABON OF QUEEMS LAND INC.

20 JULY & 19 OCTOBER 2024 MT. OMMANEY MOBILE DONOR CENTRE

~ .~ Silver Fawn Club
” Presents

e ‘Hoppers & Bingo Lunch’ i “

Bingo's returning to our function after a ‘long lay-off’

m

‘ALL you can eat, Hoppers & Egg Hoppers’

at
Everton Park Bowls Club
on

Sunday 27th October 2024

12 noon - 3.30pm CBWWMAW Join Your Local Community to

; HELP SAVE A LIFE &
Price: Members $35 Non-Members 540 DONATE BLOOD

Drinks: Bar facilities at Bowls Club prices - NO ‘BYO’ PLEASE
Bookings: Filling fast. Please book & pay prior to October 18 (90 max.)

Lg Silver Fawn Club Inc
1

19* October 2024
at Mt.Ommaney
Mobile Donor Centre

BSB 064131

Account No. 00902934

Reference: Your Name & Hopper Lunch To Book an Appointment: ;
CONTACT ‘

; . Nipuna Fonseka
For Bookings Contact: 0432165 0088 .
- Gerard 0407 453 535
Ty';:; g:gé ggz gfi ; Sudam Wanigatunga Or write to us at

0449 553 635 hello@oaaq.org

Or any other committee member

g\ l.,"
o ' GOLD COAST SRI LANKANS ASSOCIATION INC. b

ESIDENIES TROFHY

’ H RUNNING RIVERS : PEOPLE OF PLACE ’ ,
o presented by Outer Space
3 420 Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley, QLD 4006
- 20th September to 26th October 2024
A ritual installation and performance inspired by the Maiwar River that speaks to the

multicultural Influence in contemporary Australia. An Immersive journey inviting ‘ \ -
’ Individuals to reconcile cultural boundaries, embrace hybrid Identities and foster " ' Jj /l

transcultural flow.

} Sponsorsarewelcome .
A OPENING CEREMONY 20TH OF SEPTEMBER 2024 - . ——— W 3 Y
CLOSING CEREMONY 26TH OF OCTOBER 2024 MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED FOR PLAYERS
This is a free event, Please RSVP '
REVERBERATIONS : JOURNEY OF BELONGING y
presented by BEMAC
Queensland Multicultural Centre >
102 Main Street, Kangaroo Point, QLD 4169
SUNDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2024 b
-
starting from :#:m -7.30 p.m octo el' 24
This y ans begins with sc g the artist's biographical film e
followed by live performance art with live music, movement, and mark-making. The =
audience will be invited to participate in the co-creating an ephemeral installation. SOUthport Labrador
.
This is a ticketed event please purchase your ticket by scanning the QR code: Cncket Club Grou nd
| —
——
P - -

._..
.
LRERwE
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Volume 19 Issue 10

B

ened 8866...

S, S
MANSFIELD ()
TAVERN,

181, WECKER RD,
MANSFIELD.QLD

Gerard 0407 453 535 \
‘ Tyrone 0403 205 423 [
Ray 0416 844 374 B \

Or any other committee member

(ﬂ -
JAPURA ALUMNI
QUEENSLAND x

« Date :16th November 2024
« Time :SJOPM(OHEOPM

« Venue mmacdatecmmAnnedey
« Address : G)GIpswtch

« Single Aduk $70
* Family (2kids + 2 Adults) $ 200
« Single Kid $50

Please contact us for tickets

Email: JapuraalumniQLD@gmail.com

¥ THILAK
04!27I |6910

Page 12 ~

A PRIVATE GATHERING OF THE “LEGENDS OF
THE 70'S” TO CELEBRATE THEIR MEMORIES AND :
ENJOY THE CAMRADERIE OF THE 72 AND ‘74
ASIAD RUGBY TEAMS WILL TAKE PLACE

(S NOVEMBER 23rd s
c,?’/ AT THE CR&FC RUGBY CLUB (¢

< <

A SOCIAL EVENING FOR THE ‘72 AND ‘74
TEAMMATES WITH DINNER, REFRESHMENTS &

LIVE MUSIC
WILL SET THE MOOD FOR AN EVENING OF
GREAT MEMORIES

\BY INVITATION ONLY |

-
=
MORE DETAILS WILL FOLLOW NEXT MONTH
PLEASE CONTACT HAFI ABDEEN ON +61417528391 (TEXT OR WHATSAPP) FOR ANY DETAILS.
-
SATURDAY | EXCTING DOOR PRIZES '
-|6 j SRI LANKAN BUFFET DINNER { 7PM
Ha S . ONWARDS
NOVEMBER 2024 ™ s
i
L/Z/Zﬁ/” o
w I/Q\
e
: Y O24
wiin
I CANBRIO & Sy

and DON SHERMAN &%

At Mercure resort, Gold Coast . \

TICKETS

Adult: $95 DRESS CODE : FORMAL

CONTACT 040 678 0850 043 056 5793
ORGANIZED BY GOLD COAST SRI LANKANS ASSOCIATION INC

Child : $50
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Monthly News Digest: September 2024

02 IndiGo starts daily direct flights to Jaffna from bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news/ 101665 [ indigo-starts-daily-direct-flights-to-jaffna-
India [from-india
02 | Online authentication launched for obtaining bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lke/ news.php2nid=101674
birth, martiage, and death certificates
06 President inaugurates “The Mall” duty-free shop- | Afps://www.fr.lk/ front-page President-inangurates-1he-Mall-duty-free-shopping-
ping complex at Colombo Port City complexc-at-Colombo-Port-City/ 44-766444
08 Sti Lanka central bank repays Reserve Bank of bitps:/ [ economynext.com/ sri-lanka-central-bank-repays-reserve-banf-of-india-450nmn-
India $450mn in 2024 in-2024-179007 / Hmodal-one
09 Sti Lanka secures first Test win over England in bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lk/ sports/ 10679/ sri-lanka-secures-frrsit-test-win-over-england-
10 years in-10-years
10 Hemas and SLII'T commence joint venture to httbs:/ [ www.ft.lk/] business/ Hemas-and-ST 11T -commence-joint-venture-to-elevate-
elevate Allied Health Sciences education in Sti Allied-Health-S ciences-education-in-Sri-1anka/ 34-766554
Lanka
13 Dilshan's daughter in SL. U19 cricket squad https://www.bing.com/search’q=dilshan%
27s+daughter&cvid=f086daff63584a858¢65be8e93ff6e93&gs_lcrp=FgZja
HIvbWUyBegoeAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY FXSAOQZI\TZES&]BQNKQ( ALA
CAQ&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
14 Sti Lanka’s GDP grows 4.7% in second quarter bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lk/ news/ 101981/ sri-lankas-gdp-grows-47-in-second-quarter-
of 2024 0-2024
16 Sri Lanka’s Harshitha named ICC Women’s Play- | bttps:/ /www.adaderana.lfe/ news/ 102017/ sri-lankas-harshitha-naned-icc-womens-
er of the Month player-of-the-month
16 | Dunith Wellalage named ICC Men’s Player of the | ttps://www.adaderana.lk/ news.php2nd=102018
Month
16 | ‘Not all foreign debt repayments halted: Finance | A#ps://www.adaderana.lk/ news.phpnid=102022
Ministry issues clarification on Sri Lanka’s exter-
nal debt servicing
17 Vehicle assembly plant declared open in Kuli- bttps:/ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news/ 102046 [ vebicle-assembly-plant-declared-open-in-
yapitiya. kuliyapitiva-first-vebicle-to-enter-market-by-nonth-end
18 Kamindu Mendis slams 4th Test century, equals btps:[ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news.php nid=102063
world Test record
20 Sri Lanka strikes US $§ 14. 2 billion ISB restruc- bttps:[ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ top-story/ Sri-Lanka-strikes-US-14-2-billion-15B-
turing, paving way out of bankruptcy restructuring-paving-way-out-of-bankruptey/ 155-29204 2%
21 Air China to begin daily flights to Sti Lanka bttps:[ [ www.dailymirror.lf/ business-main/ Air-China-to-begin-daily-flights-to-Sri-
Lanka/245-292117#
23 Anura Kumara Dissanayake elected President of | Attps:/ /www.adaderana.le/ news/ 102197 [ anura-kumara-dissanayake-elected-
Sti Lanka bresident-of-sri-lanka
23 Anura Kumara Dissanayake sworn in as Presi- bttps:[ [ www.adaderana.lf/ news/ 102203/ anura-kumara-dissanayake-sworn-in-as-
dent of Sri Lanka president-of-sri-lanka
23 Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi appointed to fill in bttps:[ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking-news/ Lakshman-Nipuna-Arachchi-appointed-to
AKD’s parliamentary seat —fill-in-ARDs-parliamentary-seat/ 108-292286
24 Harini Amarasuriya sworn in as Prime Minister bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lfe/ top-story/ Harini-Amarasuriya-sworn-in-as-Pripze-
Minister/155-292361
24 SJB decides not to align with UNP bttps:/ [www.dailymirror. I/ breaking-news/ S| B-decides-not-to-alion-with-UNP/ 108-
292359
24 | Ranil won’t contest elections again: UNP bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lke [ breaking-news/ Ranil-wont-contest-elections-again-
UNP/108-292352
24 | Patliament dissolved bttps: [ [ www.dailymirror.lk [ breaking-news/ Parliament-dissolved/ 108-
292378
24 | New Secretaries appointed for 15 ministries bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lfe [ breaking-news/ New-Secretaries-appornted-for-15-
punistries/ 108-292372
24 New Cabinet appointed bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lk/ breaking-news/ New-Cabinet-appomted/ 108-
292370
25 | New Governors appointed by the President bttps:/ [www.adaderana.lk/ news.php2nid=102262
26 Court suspends Cabinet approval of controver- bttps:/ [ www.dailymirror.lke [ breaking-news/ Court-suspends-Cabinet-approval-
sial passport deal of-controversial-passport-deal/ 108-292544
27 Hanif Yusoof, Global Business Icon, Named bttps:/ [ bizenglish.adaderana.lf / hanif-yusoof-global-business-icon-nansed-
Governor of Western Province governor-of-western-province
27 | Govt. restores ETA system extending biggest bttps:/ [www.ft.1k] top-story [ Govt-restores-F I A-systenr-extending-biggest-relef-
relief to tourism sector to-tourism-sector/ 26-767199
28 | SDIG Priyantha Weerasootiya appointed as Act- | b#zps:/ [www. f1.1k/ news/ SDIG-Priyantha-W eerasooriya-appointed-as-Acting-
ing IGP IGP/56-767281#
29 | Vijitha Herath appointed President’s representa- | bttps:/ [www.adaderana.if/ news/ 102338 [ vijitha-herath-appointed-presidents-

tive to Constitutional Council (CC)

representative-to-cc

A b


https://www.bing.com/search?q=dilshan%27s+daughter&cvid=f086daff63584a858e65be8e93ff6e93&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg2MzE5ajBqNKgCALACAQ&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=dilshan%27s+daughter&cvid=f086daff63584a858e65be8e93ff6e93&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg2MzE5ajBqNKgCALACAQ&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=dilshan%27s+daughter&cvid=f086daff63584a858e65be8e93ff6e93&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg2MzE5ajBqNKgCALACAQ&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=dilshan%27s+daughter&cvid=f086daff63584a858e65be8e93ff6e93&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg2MzE5ajBqNKgCALACAQ&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
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Sri Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE Qld

05 Marians Night Sathsara Entertainment

06 President’s Trophy Cricket Carnival Gold Coast Sri Lankans

Opening Ceremony—Avukana
Buddha Statue Replica

19 Blood Donation Campaign
19  Agro Nite and AGM

12-19 Forest Lake Temple

Old Anandians Assn
Agricola Qld

20 Annual Katina Ceremony Forest Lake Temple

Re\(erl?'erations: A Journey of Be- Kuweni Mendis
longing

Mahamevnawa Buddhist

26 Katina Pinkama Monastery

26,27 Katina ceremony - Pirith Chanting Goodna Temple

27 Hoppers and Bingo Lunch Silver Fawn Club

09 Swarna Swara Concert Sathsara Entertainment

16 Dinner Dance 2024 Gold Coast Sri Lankans

16 QId Japura Alumni Night

Sti Jayawardenapura
lumni

4-6  Mindfulness Camp Samahitha Mindfulness
07  Christmas Carols
14  TAPRO Dinner Dance

31 New Year's Eve Ball

Silver Fawn Club
TAPRO Band
Silver Fawn Club

D Major Dinner Dance

(with Hector Dias) Walkway to Ceylon

Multicultural Queensland
QA GOMA

Performance: Yal Kuria - Haus Yuriyal Singsing

5 October, 10.30 am to 1.00 pm

Queensland Art Gallery & Gallery 3 (Kenneth and Yasuko Myer
Gallery)

Admission Free

Join artist Yuriyal Bridgeman and members
of the collective Haus Yuriyal for a Sing-
sing performance to celebrate their collab-
orative artwork in the lead up to the Asia
Pacific Triennial. The performance will
take place at the Kamkau Ike (Haus Tok-
tok), a highly ornamental structure inspired
by grandstand spaces used for important
ceremonial events in Yuri culture.
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Multicultural Queensland

BAPS Shri Swominarayon Sanstha, Brisbane North
cordially invites you and your friends to join us
for o day of fun and festivites
including carmival gomes, live shows, exhibitions,

\ Celebration of Divine Liok Indion street food B much more to explore!

- “ DIWALL
.

Saturday 26th October 2024

kids L
celebration 2024

THE POWER OF LIGHT

ith Free entry all day!

i Saturday 12th October, 2024
% 2:00pm - 7:00pm

St Paul’s School
34 Strathpine Road,
Bald Hills, QLD 4036

E5 Register Now!
—0080—

Radio 4EB - Sri Lankan Program Schedule

Arunella - Sund

Producer/Panel Operator
N

Jayantha Weerasekera, Seetha Vithana/ Jayantha
06 Oct | \Yeerasekera
13 Oct | Sam and Nadecka Fernando/ Sam Fernando
20 Oct | Samanmal Gunaratne/ Samanmal Gunaratne
27 Oct Lakmini Keerawella, Janaka Weerasinghe/

¢ Janaka Weerasinghe

Jayantha Weerasekera, Seetha Vithana/ Jayantha

03 Nov | \Yeerasekera

Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1
Producer/Panel Operator

02 Oct | Yovun Sandella/ Dinesh kumara
09 Oct |Randima, Dinithi, Janaka, Guest/ Ruwan Kaluthara
Kumara Dissanayake, Samanola Wijeratne/ Sandun de -
16 Oct . ’
Silva
23 Oct |Thisara, Gangi and Nimantha/ Thisara Pathirennchelage
30 O Prema Weerawardena, Niraj Kariyawasam/
€t | Niraj Kariyawasam
06 Nov |Randima, Dinithi, Janaka, Guest/ Ruwan Kaluthara

DISCLAIMER : All material in _z‘bz.f E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an information source only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsibility and = | oo

all liability (including withont lini
is at your sole risk. E-newsletter is not liable for any loss resm

lting from any action or decision made by you in re
contained in it for any purpose or in any way which is unlawful.

Editors : Wimal Kannangara and |ayantha Ameratunga

Advisory Committee : Vasanthe 1Vithanage, Jayantha Weerasekera, Thisara Pathirannehelage, Darshika Koggalahewa ¢&>Himaya Siddibalu Wickramahewage

liability in ]) Jor all expenses, losses, damages and costs you ﬂ1/g/)t inenr as a result of the zi;[mmatmﬂ being inaccurate or incomplete in any wxy for any reason. Yzmr use of E-newsletter

iance on the information on
failure, internet access difficulties or malfunction in hardware or software. E-newsletter may include third party content which is Ju!ym 10 that third party s terms and conditions of use. Users of I5] new.r/etter wzl/ ﬂo[ use the material

any interruption, delay in operatio s "

'




