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LUXURY

AS TIMELESS AS THE
ROYAL - THOMIAN LEGACY

An electrifying rivalry, a spectacle of revelry, a symbol of brotherhood, a time-honoured tradition,
whatever you choose to call it, there is no denying that the Royal-Thomian Big Match is so much
than just a cricket encounter. The stuff of cricketing folklore, it is the home of a rich cricketing heritage
that nourished the country’s sport and its countrymen’s love for it, transcending schoolboy triviality to

cradle Sri Lanka cricket’s fledgling dreams. |

It is difficult to believe that Ashley Walker could have ever imagined the depth and breadth of what his
simple letter to the sub-warden of S. Thomas' College, proposing an inter-college clash with Royal
College, would make way for; the longest running uninterrupted cricket encounter in the world, over100
schoolboys fed into the national team and a match marked by such reverence that it inspires new
generations every year, far beyond the hallowed halls of the two schools.

From the elegant strokes of Michael Tissera to the fearless grit of Duleep Mendis, the scything drives of
D. L. De Saram to the graceful composure of Ranjan Madugalle, these encounters have lay witness to
some of the game’s greats since 1879.

Where school spirit merges with cricketing brilliance, we celebrate the timeless legacy, the
enduring camaraderie and the enigmatic sentiment of the Royal-Thomian Big Match, where Sri Lanka
cricket found its feet and home in years gone by. “

Official Real Estate Partner

146" Battle of the Blues
Marina Square — Uptown Colombo

#wherehomeawaits

Marina Square - Uptown Colombo was the proud Real Estate Partner of the 146th Battle of the Blues this
year. Sri Lanka's first and largest harbour-front mixed development project, Marina Square - Uptown
Colombo, offers breathtaking views of the ocean, awe-inspiring cityscapes of a rapidly changing city to
savour every day. Located just 2km from the highly anticipated Colombo International Financial City
(Port City) and 400m from the Port Access Elevated Highway, along with an extensive array of common
amenities ranging from an infinity pool to barbecue coves, camping areas, walking and jogging tracks to
a multipurpose court, squash courts, and rooftop skydecks, the landmark development promises to be a
haven of convenience and urban luxury in the heart of Tomorrow's Colombo.

2 KM 400m Wide Range of Reliable

to Port City to Elevated Highway Amenities Developers

MARINA SQUARE - UPTOWN COLOMBO

EXPERIENCE THE LUXURY OF OCEAN-FRONT CITY LIVING

MARINA
SQUARE

UPTOWN
CO BO

MARINASQUARE.LK
+94 76 305 0000
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m S. Thomasdé Coll ege Ol d -Astglia BranshgQM€O®BAX i o n
EN,

S. Thomas' College is an Anglican, Government apprpviedie, fee
levying School for boys founded in 1851 by the fdghop of Colombo, the
Rt.Rev'd Dr. James Chapman. The salasloriginally located in Mutwal
and moved to its preseoampus at Mount Lavinia in 1918.

S. Thomas' College is much more than just a school. itig8tation rich in
tradition, characterized by more than one anHtalf centuries of hard work,
dedication and achievement,elin f used wi th the | egen
It is a pioneeringnstitution that seeks to incorporate the challenges and
opportunities of the modern world in nurturing the very bestuiin, where

mere boys come in and young adults go out toobet egr at ed on
gentl emen al wayso.

History of the OBA

STCOBA Australia Branvehs established in 1972 anslbased in Melbourne
Victoria; and isthe first Thomian OBA to be formederseas. The
membership is predominantly from Victoria and also includes other states in
Australia and overseas.

Thefounders were a group of old Thomians who migrated to Australia after
theirprimaryan econdary studies at S. Thor
early 1960s and 1970s.

Mission

The main purpose, of the Thomian OBA, is to foster fellowship amongst Old
Thomians iAustralia and to raise funds that can be ch#iede¢o the Thomian
fraternity of schools iri Lanka (Mount Lavinia, Kollupitiya, Bandataw

and Gurutalawa).

Esto Perpetua
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~ 'y President’s Message

Dear Thomians,

It is with much appreciation and great humility that I find myself having the honour of being elected as
your President this year. We are also very fortunate to have a very talented, capable and devoted
Executive Committee working alongside me. | wisiptess my appreciation to Saman for his

devotion to the OBAnd handingover a vibrantAssociatiortruly committed to furthering the welfare

of the Thomian alumni in Melbourne.

We will once more strive to engage with younger Thamath events that is hoped will encourage a
greater participation, and hopefully leading to a bolstering of OBA membership. The STC OBA Lunch i
being planned for MAY 2025. This event will include a buffet lunch and entertainment. We expect a
good turnouamongst our existing membership;member Old Thomians and welshers.

This year séar, we made a donation of cricket balls used at the 50 over Rolamian encounter in
Colombo. Thanks to the generosity of our members and supporters, we also made a donation towards
the refurbishment of the Lower School Library.

It is with much gratitude that we acknowledge the efforts and support of our members, without which
we woul dndt be able to conduct our events and
you all!

This year we have aexistingarray of events planned, which will be promoted in due course. Thank
you once again for your support. Look forward to a great year ahead

Esto Perpetua!l

Sincerely,

Neomal Jasinghe
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®WOur greatest glory is not in nev

celebrating a memorable victory.
Congratulation to our teamyho
were classified athe underdogs,
for such a daring performance.

On the membership front, we are
encouraged by the increase in
the January 2025 issue of the interest of t he C
Thomiana. We are encouraged by Thomians to join the OBAWe
the positive comments and will The Melbourne annual Royal have so far34 new members
endeavour to refine the Thomian cricket matches were helcwhichis double that of thesame
publication incorporating many of on 16t February 2025which was time lastyear. It is evident that
the suggestions. earlier than the previous years there have been a large number
due do various commitments gndof Old Boys who have come to
availability of a suitable venue. Australia primarily for futher
The games were very close with education Encouraging them to
the Thomians sneaking with twojoin have been challenging.
close wins out of the three matchesHowever, the response so far this
The social after the matchesgs year have been good and it is
a sellout which includeda  hoped that a Membership Driye
6 Ho phieght 6. planned during this yeamwould
yield more resultdNe have now

We express our appreciation to
those who provided feedback on

This yearos act
with the Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on 2%t February 2025 at
the Notting Hill Community Centre.
The meeting was held later than
previous years due to the
availability of a suitable venue
and the clash witi/alentines Day.

It was encouraging to see many The highlight for this quarter was 7.~ " ... .
younger members attending and the Thomiarunch, which whsld 2mp|)_l|f|?_d Fthe ¢ ';AembﬁrShtlﬁ
participating in the discussionls. in May. The event catered to a pplication -orm fo streamiine the
was also satisfying to note that seltout crowd of Old Boys of Process.

there was a surge in new many generations. A surprise The Lower School Library
memberships following the AGM. guest at the event was the former Renovation Project sponsored by

The Executive Committee for go2 /arden. Rev. Marc Bilimotia - the 0BA commenced following the
saw a major Change at the helm, who came tdv!elbournerecentl_y handover of the funds to the
withthe former Secretarfyeomal ~ [O" further studies. We are hoping Acting Warden in March 2025,
Jasingheaking over as President &t his continued presence inproceeds from several events last
with Saman Liyanage graciously Melbourne would encourage more year was channelled to this cause.
stepping down after serving 2 O NiS younger students to join thejt s understood that the renovation
ears and agreeing to continue, OBA: We now have a home were completed in mitay and
year g g . grown artist t i di
serving as the Secretary. We WISth L ] . op /e hope to provide more details
to express our sincere tikesto the aro I neo a in the next issualVe W|Sh to thanl.(
outgoing members 8 Dulith  After much effortthe date for the ~ Our members for their generosity
Gunaratne, Amesh Fernando; and2025 Thomian Dance was finally towards this project.
welcome the two new additiods confirmed for26n July at the  Finally, ve appeal to our readers
Janaka Dissanayake and Chariya Pullmarin AlbertPark, Melbourne. to send us anjnteresting articles

Kurukulasuriya. The new Thids the sameenueas last year  rejating to your college dayand

streamlined team is now geared whichhas a capacity of around peyond that could be considered

up for an eventful year. 600; hence arge enough not to  for publication in the Thomiana
disappoint anyone who wants to

Due to the delay in having the
AGM, itwas too late to include

any events in Melbourne related
to the Big Match in Sri Lanka.
However, t hat d
old boys having their own parties

attend. The event was brought Upali Gooneratne
forward by approximately 3 Editor
monthsn order to avoid the surge

of Sri Lanka dances in ear

Sprlngul D L UP 1 a

X

N



May 2025, Volume 28 - Issue 2
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OBA News

Royal 8 Themian Cricket Encountérl6t February 205

GRIGKET

2025 ROYAL-THOMIAN

Royal Avoids a Whitewash

Melbourne hosted its ovBattle of the Blues on Sunday

S At T 16t February 20_25 at the_ Greaves Reserve in
p Dandenong. In spite of the inclement weather and
\¢ K enduring ofour seasons in on
N/ completed and played in the true Royal Thomian spirit.
Unlike the last two years, Royal averted a whitewagh
T year winning the Oveb0s game; and that too by only a
margin of 2 runs. The other two gamese also closely
l fought with the Thomians falling over the line.
|
. W Overall, it was a memorable event.
] Over 50s Game
Scores
Royal: 138/6 (20 Overs)

S. T h o &8&/30§20 Overs)

Award Winners

Best Batter: Jay Adihetty (Royal)

Best Bowler: Trevin Fernando (STC)

Player of the Match: Channa Gunawardene (Royal)

Over 40s Game

Scores
S. Tho &8%/6 @Q Overs)
Royal: 133/10 (20 Overs)

Award Winners

Best Batter: Randall Joshep (STC))

Best Bowler: Sidat Medonza (STC)

Player of the Match: Randall Joshep (STC)

Open Game
Scores
S. Th o &68/4 35 Overs)
Royal: 160/10 (35 Overs)

Award Winners

Best Batter: DulithGunaratne (STC)

Best Bowler: Naveen Withanpathirna (Royal)

Player of the Match: Shiran Rajakaruna (STC)

Randy De Silva Memorial Trophy for the best Thomian player: Shiran Rajakaruna (STC)

It was a great day with plenty of support for all 3 teams throughout the day.

ax
X
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Annual General Meeting (25t February 2025)

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
STC OBA Melbourne was held at the Notting
Hill Community Centre on Friday st21
February 2025 at 6.30pm. This was a week
later than thecorresponding meeting of the
OBA in Mount Lavini@rimarily, due to the
unavailability of a suitable venue.The

: ; attendance wasfar greater than the
JLLEGE ) previous year with around 85 including
CIATION : - B e spouses.

AUSTRALIA ‘

The meeting noted that in 202he OBA was
able to undertake their regular activities for
the membership; anith addition, a Family
Night was also included in Maw attract the
younger generation. There was also
discussion on the annual Dance which
continued to attract a large gathering of Old
Boys, but met with challenges with
sponsorshipsSupport of the general membership in seeking additional sponsors was Gonghtsus
was reached for channeling of funds collected f
SchoolLibrary Project.

Saman Liyanage, the outgoing President thanked the membership for their support oy,
the years and expressed his gratitude to the Executive Committee for their sacrifi
in ensuring that the OBA remained strong especially in th€pwoist era.

Neomal Jasinghe waected aghe newPresident of the OBAThe former President,

Saman Liyanagevolunteeredto serve as Secretaryand there were noother

significant changes to the existing Committee. The President in his address tharnk

the membershifor the opportunity of serving in this position and the membette of
Executive Committee for theemmitment to the OBA.

Mark Nanayakkara a former Secretaryof the OBA,r ec ei ved t he Pr
Award for 2025. Mark, has served in the Executive Committee in many positions
and his dedication to our alma mateasacknowledged.

The meeting ended with the singing of the College Song and followed by the
traditional social with dinner and drinks.

Neomal Jasinghed New President:ofZ.OBA/(Melbourne)

Neomal started his schooling at Prep Schodhofirst two years
before completing the rest of his schooling at Mt Lavinia. He |
the NCGE 1975 Class group. During his school ,yeargas a
distinguished swimmer, representing Sri Lanka from the age ¢
and representing Sri Lanka in swimming since then, through
tenure at College. Neomal was the Swimming and \WRwédo
Captain in the years 1978 & 79. He was on the Rdyaas Tent
Committee for the Centenary Match in 1979, was editor of
Souvenir in 1980 (the 1&Match), and TenteSretary in 1981.
He led a College team of 5 swimmers to win e Lanka
Swimming Nationals in 1977 (a feat only replicated once since). He also held many Sri Lanka swimming

e

&
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records during this time, and Captained the Sri
College he worked at John Keells and Mercantile Brokers before setting up his own Produce Brokering
company.Neomal migrated to the UK in 1987 and Managed Travel agencies during that period. In 1995,
Neomal and his family moved to Australia and has since called Australia home. Married to tGegtha,

have three children Sasha, Ryan and Kiran. Neomal was Vice President of the STC OBA Melbourne in 2016
and Honorary Secretary in 2024

Lower School Library ProjedtContract-awarded for:Renavations

For some time, the Executive Committee of the OBA, having seen
some concerning images and following visits to the Lower School
Library, recognised the urgent need for action. When the new
Committee took the helm in 2024, there was a strong and shared
resolve to take this project forward and see it through to
completion.

Following a few communications to the wider membership, a
commitment was made: the surplus from the Thomian Ball and
other fundraising efforts throughout the yeeould be directed
towards the relocation and renovation of the Lower School
Library.

When the then Warden, Revdd Mar
2024 and addressed members at the felicitatiomch hosted by

Saman Liyanage presenting the cheque o th€ OBA, he affirmed that the Lower Schdlolary had been )
the ActingWarden, Asanka Perera earmarked as the Mel bourne OBAGJ:

We are delighted to report to our members that we have fulfilled
this commitménthanks to the unwavering dedication of the Executive Committee and the tremendous
support of our community. Our sincere gratitude goes out to all who attended and contributed to the
Thomian Ball, Family Night, and the Melbourne Cup Dranvp#idicipation truly made this possible.

Wedre pleased to share that recent updates from
is on track for completion by May 2025. Photos and further updates will be included in the next edition of
Thomiana.

Thank you once again for your generosity and bel
shape a better future for the next generation of young Thomians.

STCWMuseum Danation

Ronnie Reid took the opportunity, during his visit to Sri Lanka in
March 2025, to make a presentation to the new STC Museum. It was
the three stumps he had collected from each of the Big Matches he
played from 19578 1957.

A lovely gesture by a Thomian cricketing icon. Wonder anyone else
have three set of stumps as Rejabmian Souvenlirs

=2
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Thomian Lunct® 17 May 2025

The phot o ab pwmblyste largestigatherdng of &

Old Thomians at an event in recent years. This event, previously
called thedMembers Lunghhad the perception of being open

only to members ofthe OB&ndrenami ng it O0Thomi a
attract all Old Thomians proved to be a great idea.

It was so refreshing to see Old Thomians from different
generations come together on this occasion; and most encouraging
of all wasthat 22 attendees, mostly younger Thomisigsiing up
to be members of the OBA Melbourne.

The luncheon was held on Saturday May at the RSL Club in
Springvale attended by around 140 Old Boys and spouses, with
the former Warden, Rev. Marc Billimoria andstéxff member,
Mr. Ananda Weerasekera as guests.

The proceedings commenced with Neomal Jasinghe (President,
OBA) welcoming the guests and acknowledging the presence of a
large number of younger Old Boys, maingcentarrivals as
students Neomal also gave an update on the Lower School
Library Project. financed by the OBA, Melbourne, that was
recently completedand thanked the membership for their
generositytowards this worthy cause.

This was followed by a sumptuous lunch provided by the Sri
LarkanHead Chef at the RSL, John Fernando, including an array
of Western and Asian dishes, with some special delicacies (string
hoppers, Mani Pittu, Baabath Curry etc.) to satisfy the Sri Lankan
palates.

The Raffle draw includenhultiple prizes liquor hamper, STC
merchandise package and a copy of theomig2 two volume history of STC written by Richard Simon).
The highlight of the event was the singing of tF
The Executive Committee wishes to thank all those who supported the event, especially tide sponsor
Silverline Finance Services

e
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Reflections of the event from a younger ménibarl i t h Gunar at neéé

What a privilege it was to meet Barney Reid (sir), one of the greatesiuaitlers to ever play for S.
Thomasd Coll ege, Mt . Lavinia. A true Tho
dynasty that rewrote the record books and inspired generations to follow.

The Reid famify Claud, Ronnie (Ronald), Buddy (Barclay), Johan (Tiny), and
Barney (Bryan)himsela | | pl ayed First XI cricket
and 1968, making them one of only two families in college history to have five
brothers represent the school (matched only by the De Sématimes 1800s).

That is not just a record; itds a | ec

Barney, a leflarm seam and spin bowler, played from 1963 to 1965, and led
the bowling attack with skill, discipline, and sharp late swing. He was part of
one of the most feared Thomian t eams,
and was also a talented batsman and table tennis player. After migrating to
Australia, he played for Melbourne Cricket Club, became a qualified umpire, and
coached cricket in both Australia and the UK. (I encourage you all to comment all the records and milestones
I missed)

I was humbled to receive the same batting shield
and one of the oldest and most prestigious shields in college. It was handed to me by another Thomian
legend, Ashley De Vos.

Also, it was a real joy to reconnect with Father Marc Billimoria, our past Warden and a gentleman | deeply
respect, and to catch up with many fellow Thomians and batchmates. These events bring out the heart and
soul of what it means to be a Thomiaharedheritage, respect, and brotherhood.

To all young Thomians: come to these gatherings. Know your history. Shake hands with your legends. Anc
carry the baton forward with pride. Most importantly, this is your chance give somethingQatdgm

Esto Perpetua.

Forthcoming Event

S homTshColma, 18 £oC oslodceng e JI Bdys .
AustraliarBranchcInc. i p

TRANSFIGURATION SERVICE%‘“

DATE: Saturda9h August 203
VENUE: SRet er 6s Mur uumbeena
371, Neerim Road, Carnegi¥ic 3163

ax
X
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Introducing the OBA Executive Committee - 2025

Neomal Jasinghe
President

e
N b)
Saman Liyanage
Secretary

L3, .
Shehan Jayetileke Milinda Liyanage
Treasurer Asst. Treasurer

\ 3 @
Mandula Fonseka Janaka Dissanayake Chariya Kurukulasuriya
CommittedMember Committee Member Committee Member

x
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Forthcoming Event
ThomianDanee22025

e . ER =

THOMIAN BAT.I.
. 2025

A
.. shet:
din; ng %L\\

ny come Lo

timelegg : '
eless mygie and unforgettable comp?

Saturday

26" July

6.30pme Lo 1:.00 am
Pullmane Albert Park
65 Oueens Road, Albert Park

Dance to the tunes of Dynamics Early bird $165 valid till 31st May
& Summer Breeze or $175 thereafter

Chris 0407 630 351 | Peneeth 0404 213 166 | Manny 0403468 048
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News from:Sri Lanka

& — Gearing Up for the 175" Anniversary

' ‘

"%ﬁ;@,

You belong to one of the best schools in the world, a school with
splendid traditions and a most honourable name and I charge you to try
and hand down those traditions and that name to those who come after
you untarnished and unimpaired. Be proud of being Thomians and make
your college proud for numbering you among its sons. Remember that
whatever you do or where ever you go your life and your actions wall
reflect either credit or discredit on the college you were trained and to
which you owe so much. You have learnt the best lessons in the world at
STC, I trust not only English, Classics and Mathematics, but true
manliness and truth, courage, purity and all those things that make a man
and a gentleman. Try never to forget them, but be men and gentlemen
always.

WARDEN BUCK.

Over a century and a hal f, of pride and service
celebrating its 175th Anniversairy February 2026 Like the serpent keen and wise, and harmless as the
dove, the alumni or the old boys of STC have risen to positions of power and influence in this country, making
the country proud. Though the 175th anniversary is next year, a number of events \\dlthie fiear to

usher in this historically significant occasion.

Ina recent interview with tHeaily Newsthe Acting Warden, Asanka Pereraitlined the significance of
thismomentous occasion and the preparatioqdacein the coming yeaA summary of the interview is
outlined below.

Founded on the 3rd of February 1851 by the Rt. Rev. James Chapman D.D., the first Bishop of Colombo,

S. Thomasd Coll ege began its journey in Mutwal a
mar ked a new chapt er ngitrcontinbhed to granhmbile terdagninditiuestd tlervision e n
of its founder. Today, S. Thomasd Coll ege, Mount
and Bandarawela, stands as a beacon of holistic education, faith, and community service

Reflecting on this legacy, the words of Bishop Chapman resonate povéeffulyo ugh unseen, wh
on true faith, hope is never unreal. Enduring wo
The Choral Evensong will take place at Christ Church Mutwal, a location of profound historical significance.
Once serving as both the Chapel of the school an
years, the churchisanemblemof S.2h@d endur i ng spiritual roots.
0This celebration is not just a tribute to our

Lavinia and our branch schools, in gratitude and hope for the future. It is an invitation for all who share the

e
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Thomian spirit to join us in this historic mome
Perera.
0The 175th anniversary i s a massive event for

anniversary. We will be getting the support and involvement of the variousabias, from UK, USA,
Canada to Australia where we have many branches.itSeill be Thomians coming together as we
celebrate 175 years, 6 he said.

He further explained that 175 years is a significant landmark. But we cannot keep living in the past, we
have to think about the future. OHow
so that 25 years from now when we celebrate 200 years, STC will be in
the cutting edge of education. We have a steering committee headed
by Mr. Senaka De Fonseka, one of our staunch old boys. He chairs a
committee for the 175 yearsd anniyv
take responsibility for organizing all these eveftswe want to have
. s a grand celebration. | have spoken to the boys at assembly and spoken

4 to them about the significance of this milestone, so the boys know about
our historyd what STC has been, and also where STC should be in the
— future, and plan for the next 25 yea

He added that everyone at STC needs to think very positively about how they as STC can help society.
OWe are celebrating 175 years, but how do we bec
a committee that handles social responsibilityegatly. We at STC are proud of what we have achieved,

and what our old boys have achieved. But as | said, the past is the past, the past can help us, but we need
to define our future. We need to look at it on a very serious level, as to where we wathdbéte be.

There are so many external forces 1i ke AI and ir
external forces and plan for the future, we will get left betiimgl pointed. The acting Warden finally that

he envisions STC atrailblazerin every field from academics to extcarrricular activities.

oWe wil|l be using the entire gamut of ©o6what make
mentioned are still plans in the pipeline and we have not committed to this as yet. On the actual anniversary
day itself we will have a special chelpservice in our chapel and a special assembly. We will have an

oration of sorts. There wil!l be a gala dinner. T

STC officially launched its 17B&nniversary
celebrations with Special Thanksgiving
Choral Evensong service on Wednesday,=!&
February 5, 2025, at Christ Church Mutwal 5% #
(Gal Palliya) attended by old Thomians, |
students, parents, and welishers. The
Choral Evensong, led by the College Chair,
includel prayers of thanksgiving, music, and
reflections on the 17gear journey of S.
Thomasd Col |wagpdributeToh e
t he founder s, the in
many generations of students and edorsat
who have contributed to its lasting impact.

The Choral Evensong marks the beginning of algegrseries of events and celebrations that will honour
the Collegebds |l egacy and reaffirm its commitment

Courtesy: Daily News (3 February 2025)

=2
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Scevicy df Cleankogfvind dna nekisagidnvid mmagk tla: mid! ofDle:diéveliat 1 o1
Marr i€illiBarih’d tinme nsitla WS Wareed afnc elodsiS tohid@h d tha s U
MounttLavinia

Sermon delivered by Bishop Duleep de Chickera
6™ December 2024, Chapel of the Transfiguration

4y
dn

The occasion ol d. His head was not as
was covered with black, bushy, curly hair. Then as
Our text for this morning is from the reading that w ow, when it was normal for boys to be boisterous
heard a little while ago. And calling to him a chil rc stood out as a gentleman. He had his fun, but
Jesus put him in the \/\fﬁl churtdblis aﬁdB cf@usal'ﬂe?{_(wﬁeﬁ histrierfid, fis!

to you, unless you turn and become like chiIdren ere changing girlfriendyery month, Marc
wi 1 never enter the K 'héh%r%ﬁ%mva\%r?ng Ig/ (ﬁhls Owas not for a pretty

As always, it is very, very good to be here. g&tirl, though there were plenty of girls who would have
todayds mo o d i s di ffelrehed t\Wwe hawpe beecpPdne hihe
difference. An excellent batsman has just finishedvas for the School. He loved its traditions, its history,
fine innings and as he walks back to the pavilion thdfé architecture andehloved the happenings in this

is silence, the silence of sadness. And then, gsadu&fautiful Chapel.

one by one, the spectators rise to their feet. TlWh
sadness is slowly replaced with admiration; gratitud&i
They were there when it happened. This is what
last.

en Marc finished his 0
mmendable career at the School, he simply
I ansferred onto the staf
appointment. It was assumed that he would be
The early Marc around, do some teaching, help out in the Chapel and
be availableto do things that were creatiehe was
I first noticed Fr Marc as a boy of this College arourd jiterary man. Hans was the tough one! He proved
the time that boys are noticed as individuals. They fimself on the Rugby field, played the rough game

not leave the pack, but they begin to stand out. Afith vigour and has become one of our most
thattime,he must have been fourteen or fifteen yeaisourageous voices for justice in this country. So

.y
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between the two Billimoria boys, there was thilsat our schools would remain privége levying and
wonderful balance of the best that the School offerservice oriented. Because we wanted to continue to
You <canot have it al | ,serve thelnatiorawitlbattypedbintegrated edlichtipn, b u
balance was represented in the two brothers. we had to charge fees. Put differently, Wardens and
Heads of our denominational schools clearly
committed themselves to an unwritten covenant, of

After a while, Marc went on to do his graduate studié$'Staining a type of education as a service by staying
in History, and then Manisha happened! Since botHPHivate. There was no other way. This distinction that
them had no room in their worldview for bigamyPur schools are privategrvice orientechditutions is
Marc had to decided was it Manisha first or the crucial, since there is a tendency to associate the
institution? And of courbe chose right. Peoplecom® F i vat e sector with profi
before institutions. Just as Jesus affirmed the law nftf¥istian schools are that way unique. We are service
serve people; institutions cannot displace people. oriented, not profit oriented and we chose to remain
private to offer this servicezees are charged to
After a while at S. Th enfaeus sefoelouritildien and éur matibl t he s
to Mount Lavinia, people began to recognize that the _ _ _ _
MarcManisha marriage was definitely made inl his was not all. Running alongside this rationale was

Family formation

heaven! He was in an another objective. Our schools were to offer a
extremely stressful job, parallel, compllmenta_\ry
and she was a system of education
psychologist. Now this is | - - alongside the state system

not to say that their life
together was one long &
counselling session! But
Manisha most certainly
became 0t he
Mar cds i fe
children came -

.- @ & ofeducation, so that each
: 'S could learn from the other

‘3 and together enhance the

cause of education in the

country. This is why we
have remained within the
state system, followed the
Shekainah, Skeidh - stae  curriculum and
they formed a little ; prepared our students for
think tank in the home. national examinations.
At the dining table, in the living room, this thémk ~ L
became an editorial board, a censorship board, gaynte[s Painting
grievance board, just as it happensinalotofoofrhi s remar kabl e Mural, Pa
vicarages. Marc was slowly becoming the Warden lidene in 1964 at the invitation of Warden
became because of family and home. This is why ®é&varatnam. David Paynter was a missionary. His
occasion is also about Manisha, Shekainah dadily worked with children. He washeeologianhe
Shokeidh. We thank them for walking alongside Mawas a prophet. Aware of this educational covenant
and for being an integral part of the very fine inningaind rationale for the continuation of schools like S.
that he has played. Thomasd, he spoke to futu
painting. If you probe the mural carefully, the options

The education covenant that Paynter placed before the Schootidhe Church

Many of you present here were not around when tfe€ C 0 me ev i de nt. Loo k at )
responsibilities of a Warden, or the head of ouff ey are deliberately placed in an awkward position.

Christian schools, took form. This was a processliits | eft hand is saying 0
began soon after independence. When the sta@nh cCOuUurages movement I n anc

quite rightly provided free education for all,way Moses and Elijah are standing. They represent
denominatinal schools had to continue without stafe@ Yy Nt er 6s opt i ons .encéléis e s
funding or become part of the state sector. Thanhkas it all; knows it all. What is necessary is to keep
mostly to that great visionary, Canon R S de Saraphj,ilding and improving on the establishment depicted
schools |ike S. Thomas behingdpgip.Eljag igtotieryg, upsteady; caughiby the e
fee levying, but within the state educational systeftsty winds of change. Behind him lies the vast

Eversince, the unwritten rationale for continuation wg? kK n o wn . Paynt er énsughJoé s us
establishment, explore the beyond.

.y
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The message of the Mural is clear. When trends aaltie and feeding the rationale if we are to explore
tendencies draw School and Church towardsw ways of service. And then we encouktarc
establishment, we are to pause, remember doninging the child into the center of the educational
obligation to serve and explore yet better ways ofdiscourse to transform the waysha adult; the child,
doing so in yet unchartered terrain. This then is Dasa full of curiosity and with little or no regard for
Paynt eduridbgs word to school and Churctestablishment.

Nothing should obstruct the original covenant and

rationale. The day this happens, we fail those W%ere then are some s_urprising t“”? OVErs in our
toiled and built anddefined before us, as well asUnderstanding of education. Jesus affirming the child

those who must benefit from this unique interpretat%?n model for adults obsessed Withh greatness,

of education #er us. aynd ewarsni ng on the enti
and reminder that exploration is the core value of

The inclusive Marc education, and Marc bringing the two together in

i inclusive transformation.
When | knew him as a

young priest, Marc came
across as intelligent, &
liberal and open. He had
a sacramental view of S
life in the Church. And @

yet he kept growing. |§ ‘
Over the years | noticed
a change take hold of

the man. He becomes
more inclusive and his
world view had space

for all people and plural

points of view. How did that happen? Every Warden of this School including Fr Marc has

The answer is you, the boys. As Fr Marc discover@h"j’s(_j t o Wwres tle wi t_h the

responsibility as Warden by the boys of the schoBRINtING. Is it estgbllshment or exploration? A hasty
and of course, by extension the Support Staff s de into establishment can be corrected if one
Tutorial Staff, the Administrative Staff, he changerg.maInS _conSC|ent|ous. But exploration is toimema
He has to treat and care for all equally. Teean be central without apology. And so when you re_memb_er
no favourites, no discrimination, among all his bo g_Marc, remember also that that he carried this

They came from all faiths and ethnicity and includ&@'Sion for your sake, and be grateful. It was never
the still smaller communities. easy but he stayed with his calling and did not give

up. Remember also that this same tension wiit ha
This growth in inclusivity is reflected in the openitgse who follow, and do all you can to make their
prayer said by Fr Sam. tasktalittedghterr ef | ect ed at Fr

induction when the various religions visibl

participated for the first time at such an event. | al ﬂnally, | think you may have arrived at the conclusion
understand that there is going to be some fas t that | have reached. There are no great Wardens.

inclusivity at this service as well. This is all quﬁéeat Wardens are created by egtabllshment_ anq
stunning. are forgotten no sooner establishment shifts its

attention elsewhere. There are instead, exemplary
But not for Jesus. He was radical and reversed ttardens. Those courageous enough to read the
ladder of learning. He declared that adults are tgpainting and live the text in spite of the drag of
learn from children and return to the best in the chidtablishment. | have no doubt that Warden Marc, will
that they lose with time. Paynter fills in the gap. Adulis remembered as an exemplary Warden; the type
are to acquire the curiosity of theldhiit stimulates of Warden who braves a path we cannot but follow.

exploration of new ways of keeping the covenant _
Let us keep a moment of silence.

Closing comments

I dm gl ad that
filed with schoolboys.
Remember that you matter
most in education and
contribute immensely
towards your own

educational formation; and
work hard to retain the

priceless gift of curiosity as
you move into adulthood.

ax
X
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The Path to Victory: Royal - Thomian 2025

By Cover Point

There have been many articles written from variouwicket fell at 163 runs and by the time the fifth
Journalists and in the social media about the matahicket fell at 191 runs at 2.85we were in a
of 2025. My reflection of the game will be on certain reasonable position to challenge our opponents
aspects which | will highlight that made the STecore, as Dineth Goomardena batting with
victory possible. authority close to a half centuryBut with the next

' . 11 runs we lost 2 quick wicketdhich moved us to a
The first day of the gamehe Thomian plan was to ganger situationwith Royal in front with about 115
bowl first winning the toss and extract much help agns. The captaiKavindu Diascomes to the wicket
possible from the wickett did show result with two q partner his ViceCaptain with the score at 204
early wickets, but scoring at a reasonable rate Roya}ns for 7 wickets. Slowly but steadily the pair
weathered the storm and carried on till lunch withoWqged a further 80 runs for thet8wvicket at 3.6runs
any further damage.Runs per over was about 3.6 per over when Goonewardena departed for a well
as we were able to keep it under contréliter lunch compiled 119 runsTo me this partnership is the
the intention was to accelerate the score but thefyst game changeffor the Thomians, as they were
again during a brief period, we were able to curtail gp|e to move closer to the Royal tottlat this stage
the scoring to about 3.:Qins per ogr. Credit to the e gave Royal about an 8@un lead they would
bowlers who were varying the line and length andhaye been in the box seat, as they would have had
keeping the batsman guessing at times. It was onjfore time to build up a sizeable second innings lead
the centurion Rehan Peindo was able to score and put us under pressur@uring the partnership
with a degree of freedomlt was during the last hour pineth Goonewardena was able to complete his
to tea that Royal was able to up the tempo and SCOrgentury. We were able to close the innings at 302

at about 4.1 runs per overPieris was in full control ryns with Kavindu Dias not out on 37 valuable runs

of the batting take command.After tea, Royal the end of play.

batted a further 24 overs a run rate of 3.95 which o ) _
we were able to control whethe declaration was Royal started the second inrsg the third morning

made. The Thomians had to navigate a crucial 10Vith the slim lead and all at the grounds and the

overs. The openers were positive and by end of thegeneral followers of the gam@ould have had their
day we had reached 32 for no loss. opinions as to how the innings would unfélduld

_ there be a declaration, or could the Thomians do the
We now move into the second day where thenthinkable and restrict Royal to a chaseable score.
Thomians had to reply with a score close to that Qkoya| started well with first wicket falling at 71 in
Royal if they were to declare and be safe in notine 239 gver at 3.09 runs per overThe sore was
giving Royal an advantageous lea@ur first wicket  pejng pushed steadily when the second wicket fell at
fell at the 23rd_ over at 69 with a run rate of 3.0. 119 at 4.01 runs per overThere were signs that our
The second wicket fell at 92 runs at 2.96runs pegpponents were interested in accelerating the score.
over, batting cautiously. At lunatee were 121 for 2 gyt credit to our bowlerthe third wicket fell at the
a run rate of 2.88. We fell behind on the run rate  ggme score of 119 rund._unch was taken with the
close to lunclasboth batsmen were taking no unduegcore at 126 for 3 wicketat 3.9 runs per over. After
chances. After lunale had a good opportunity t0 |ynch if Royal were to make a declaration, they had
accelerate the score but both batsmen had decidegh come up with a positive attitudehich they did so
the score put on by Royal had to be closely matchegyng in the process lost their century maker Peiris for
if they were to be competitive in the gamBo, we 5 well complied 53 rupsvith the score at 153 and
continued slowly but steadily to move the scoreboarg yyn rate of 4.2. At this stagethe Royal skipper
with no risks but lost the third wicket at 136 runs Witbeera, was at the wicket pushing the score along
the run rate further declining to 2.77The fourth  ith a well compiled 50 at a run a ball and was out

=
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with the score at 201 for 6 wickete the offspinner  bowling relentlesslywith boundaries and hits over
Darien Diego.Now comes the second game the ropes.He compiled and aggressive 52 runs from
changer for the Thomiansyhen Diego was able to only 32 balls with three huge sixes and four
take another 2 wicketscluding a hatrick with the  boundariesleaving the arena at 4 for 148 scoring
score at 201 runsThis now stifled the free flow of at about 5.48 runs per overHis innings certainly
runs for Royal who would have envisaged anothegave us the momentum and belief needed for
quick 20 more runbefore their declaration at 215 chasing the runsWe were now well placed for
runs for 8 wicketsAs the run rate had slowgthe victory but needed concentration and responsibility
ultimate declaration was made by our opponentsin the middle to complete the task. We lost
The arget for victory was 233 runs in 42 oveasi)d  Gunasinghe quickly at 153 runs andamethe 15
scaing at 5.5 runs per overasa challenging task. year-old Reshon Solems.To me hisinnings is my

Our run chase did natart very wellwith our first fourth and final game changer. First inning

wicket falling at 8 runs in the fourth over Chasin%entunonGoonewardena at this time needed a

victory in 42 overs, as already we were down to 38 artner who could push the score along_ at a
overs with a further 224 runs needed at 5.8 runs p?}‘easonable rateso that there was no necessity for
over. It was a high target for us to achieve especiall

when the run rate average in the first innings wa

only about 2.93.

im to take undue risk§&olonons did immediately

gt into that groovestroking the ball into the gaps
and moving the score steadily and outscoring his
partner.

[
LY

Sadev Soysa Kavindu DiagCapt.) Reshon Solomons

But it could be seen that the coach had his own plaHis partner completed a cautious 50 rceusiein 47

with the change in the batting ordas Charles came balls with only 1 boundary. Reshon too completed an
to the wicket at first drop and attacked the bowling attractive and attacking 50 in only 48 balls with 5
immediately.He scored a quick 26 rungith 2 fours  boundariesln the endthe victory was complete with
and a six and departed with score at 58 runs in thethe youngster scoring the winning run. Thomian Grit
15t over. The un rate improved to 3.8nd wason  and Determination prevailed.

the upward trend. At the other end opener C

Amaraweera was steadily keeping his wicket intact f STC cricket. | watched ball by ball on the Papare
pushing the score at a steady pace and was joine ve stream e played by both teams with

by SadevSoyssSoysads entr w a ?r;%agra %/
K F y i y first balh dy hi réspe@tyand dd sﬁriwﬂi(‘%me lects the Royal
changer From the very Nrst balh€ made NS ryqomian tradition for 146 years.

intentions clear by attacking the bowling. The pair
put on 57 runs when Amaraweera departed at 3 for
115 runs with a well compiled 48 ruiscluding 8
boundaries in 61 balls. Our run rate now had
increasedo 5.0 per over. Goonewardenathe next
batter, did not take any undue risks but kept his
i nni ngs moving f or wsthed wi
other end Soysa was on the maqvattacking the

ongratulations to all involved in the administration

ArasuSaravanamuttu

STC Mount from 19601972.
College Prefect. Colours in Cricket
1971, Captain Hockey 1970and

Badminton Captain 1971. .
ngles and twods.

o
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A LessON | LEARNED Too LATE: BUT NoT Too LATE TO SHARE

By Dulith Gunaratne
Batch of 2018 | College Prefect | Cricket \{iCaptain

My first time in Australia was in One mo ment t hat 0s bur nec

2018. We came as a cricket Adelaide Oval, when we were trying to scrape
- team to Adelaide and together $100 between 15 boys to buy some food,
Melbourneii a special gift anold boyf noticing our College jersefyswalked
from College after winning the up, smiled, and handed us $1000. Just like that. We
All-lsland Championship thatc o u | d n it It viae & riead lesson in what the
N year. | was lucky to serve as the Thomian spirit looks like in action.
i ' vicecaptain of that team. We

also ended up winning the Chappell In Melbourne too, the OBA hosted us at a beautiful

Brothers Tournament in Adelaide, staying at theestaurant, and my own unéie another proud old

Prince Alfred College boarding house. boy i slipped me $300 for shoppinghere are so
many more stories. Like the 20 pairs of branded

The trip was incredibi@ full of memories, laughter, shoes donated to us by an old boy from the 1999
and a lot of teenage excitement. But looking backeam so that we could all walk out to the big match
now, as a young adul t wearingithe game gear. @ruhe timeabhck i 2017t h
something much deeper | want to reflect onwhen our bowling machine broke two months before
Something | didndot f ul Ithe bigmpaichi eand tmotweeksdadec, thanks hoehe .

Before we flew over, the Old Boys' Association imld boys, abrand-newmachine arrived all the way
Colombo had worked hard to raise funds for us. Thefrom the UK. strapped my pads back on and got
collected money, gave us pocket money, and madeack to work. At the time, | smiled and said thanks
sure we had everything we needed. To usyd8r- A but today, | wish | could have said even more.
olds at the time, it just meant seeing how many Nike
Tsh rts we could buy. WeWeai dhdnot e adpipgh éogiok ghgne Nagi tt
about the sacrifice and generosity behind it. because we were ungratefial we were just young.
But today, living and working here, trying to save
When we arrived in Adelaide, we were treated like every dollar, seconduessing myself at a
royalty. It was the first time an STC cricket team hadupermarket checkout wondering if | should really
toured Adelaide, and our arrival actually marked spend $5 on eggsi | realise the true meary
the beginning of the Adelaide Thomian OBA chaptebehind what the old boys did for us.

i a historic moment. They hosted a grand dinner,

shavered us with gifts, and even sent gifts backtor he real ity is, S. Thoma
our parents. We didnot isstusiandWe sugviven gnl sehod degs; and |the
pure generosity. unwavering support of old boys across the world.

Their contributions are not small they are

o
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sacrifices of their hardarned money, their time, and To the old boys who supported us back tiieand

their love for College. to those who continue to give so much, expecting
nothing in returm thank you. We see you. We

l'tos something every rdnemberiyeunAnd We Will try t@ liveouy to Wwhat

understand and appreciate. If you can, theveryleasy oudve gi ven us.

you can do is join the OBA chapter wherever you

live. Pay that $10 or $2 a year. Come to an event. Esto Perpetua.

Say hello. Give back in whatever way you can.

Because one dialkeldgdf bovl | real i se

much was given to you.

Sporting Heroes of Yesteryear é

In this series, which commenced in the September 2023 edition, we aim to highlight the sporti
achievements of old Thomians in the fifties and sixtiesrettais edition, we invited two muattioursman

to share their memories in the sporting arémse who came from Prep School to Mt. Lavinia and the
other from STC Gurutalawa to Mt. Lavinia.

Bandulal Molligoda i Tribute to my Sporting Heroes

What remains is the spirit of sportsmanship and friendship forged over a period of nearly six de

When | was approached to write a few wordscoached by Mr Obeysekera. In memotiye Trinity

pertaining to my sporting activities at STCML and Si&am consisted of Sunil Perera, Chulika de Silva, Lalith

Prep | was somewhat taken by surprise as | did ndhalakada, @ Niha Gunasinghe and  Lucky

consider myself as an outstanding sporting identitgarunathilake. In later yeaithey all went on to play

However, having agreed to the request, | decided tim the Trinity first eleven team.

focus my trail of thoughts not entirely to my own deeds . _

but rather to acknowledge some of the outstandi porting facilities at Prep School was not the best.
wever, the Head Master Mr JT.R

achievements of my team members and coIIeaguegfﬁ

various sports. Furthermore, it is also important t8r|mpternaygggr? ar;dd h's{ \{[wf(;: kprowdte_d al tthe
acknowledge sports personalities from other sghogigPPort required for students 1o taxe part In sporting
who came in to contact with me in those form(,itiggtlvmesofthelrch0|ce.Cr|cket and Football training
years and thereafter. Many decades latethose nd q r:uv(e)sbm ek gla t fcthh €s d Wefrthe
early obscure and chance meetings on sporting fielgseha fQC | at(): g(j)ar en Ic<) h_eftreS| _lgnce 0 ed
have come to light to rekindle old and new friendship ISNOp Of £-010MDO. DU Makesnift pavilion was under
a huge banyan tree and | belieythat tree still exists
My first taste of representing STC was in 1955 Preap the premises of the current Cinamon Grand Hotel.
School U12 cricket team against Trinity College in . . - -
Kandy. Prep School team was capégirby Shaw Notwithstandingthe Ilmlted training facilites, STC
Wilson and as | remembether team members Werepr.ep had the capacity to |de_nt|fy young talented
Kumar Boralessa, Lakshman (LD) de Silva, Gavin K%réﬂ,(eterswho went on to achieve great success at

level at leading Colombo sche@bkaw Wilson
Vasantha Amarakoon, Mohan (MNA) Gunasekera, I%gplor
Wille, Gajan Balasinham, Mudalisunde@md my apt Royal College 1964), S.S. Kumar (Capayal

brother Nandalal. The Team was managed and College _1963)’ Keith Labrooy (CaiSTC 1963), N
Abeysuriya (CaptWesley College),A Gunasekera

o
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In swimming, STC always had a reputation of

: . producing great swimmers such as Rodney Ingleton,
64), Gajan Balasingam (STC 1964hd Ananda Emilio and Enrique Moreno and Jan Vanden Driesen.

Medonza $TC 1961-62), winner of the FL they all made their mark at Schools and National
Gunawardene batting shield. Championships. In later yeamsAustraliaEmilio and

- PR Enrique were great supporters of the STC OBA
| also had theopportunity of playing in the Prep Melbourne In boxing Ronnie Jayathilake, Jeremy

iSchooI Fgotbaklll teama;i]talred‘by Kg_rpa;MBhprﬁlessa. Vanden Driesen and Nihal Gooneratne had success at
remember the match against STCMhichwas o gyhbs and Represented Sri Lanka.

played on Big Club grounds and | kept goals. To my _

horror with few seconds remaining and the scof® My first yearat Mount(1956), | made premature
locked in at nil all | let off a goal right through my leg&ttémpt to seek a place in the U16 relay team. Three
for a Mount win. This incident did not go unnotised certainties  were Maurice Fairweather, Herbert
when | joined Mount in 1958 was constantly Wanigatunga and Robin Leembruegen. At the request
reminded of this incident by three protagonis@® f  Mr B r o(ookdh)een ddus Ehed up far the
(Premalal Goonesekera, Sam Abeysekera and Ranﬁyo yds dash for the final spot. | only remember L C
Morrell) who playedri that match. Fiwearson and de Silva (highly talented athlete) Hemanath (Kadi)
in 1961, we played together in the 1961 unbeatenVVickramasuriya, G D (Jadi) de Silvaylohan

hockey team. This time too | was keeping goals. Samarasinghe and Derek Kelly. Derek went on to win
the race and grab the final spaind | was nowhere in

My transition to Mount in 1956, as a boarder inthe scene. In the Public Schielst, Maurice went on
Chapman House O0AG was \oewinythewed W Bdcdhd in #e 400 lyds arfdo
blended well with the senior boys and | enjoyed mynchored the relay to win to the Junior Tarbkturice
time at the boarding house. As boardeve enjoyed was in Miller 6B®& and |
each othero6s company anmgmetbep Yding fof rhornti® runs avilh harC dh ehe
all sporting facilities at all times. Competition amongeach which helped me to get interested in athletics.
individual players and house teams were fierce ang a way | would consider him as my mentor when he
competitiveenabling players to improve on their skillgonvinced me to switch over to track events.

in all sports. All our free time was taken up with S _
participating in sports such as hockey, tebals Initially, my pgrt|0|pat|on in sports_ were restrlct_ed to
cricket, fives, basketball, swimming, badminton aRguse sports.e. hockey, athletics, fives, cricket,
athletics. It is a known fact that boarders made up Rasketball, Rugby and swimming. My first break in to
fair proportion of numbers in all STC teams at afchool sports was when | was selected to the U17

levels. For example, 1961 hockey team, had nirfdugby team in 195%s inside centrd.heTeam was
boarders in the team. captaired by Lakshman Sirimanne. We had wins over

_ o Gr e e n |(lasipath@re) and Thurstan but on the
Growing up we all had ourown sporting idols at whole we were the whipping boys for more

College. Often, we attempted to follow in theirestablished schoolike Trinity and Royal.
footsteps or emulate their success in respective sports.

| was no different. Growing up | always admired the/n 1959 we saw a resurgence d@ollege athletics
sporting prowess of Dan Piachaud, Ronnie Reid, J.Kn@er the captaincy of Maurice Fairweather. Maurice
Gunasekera, Michael ,D.D s pPnowng@0,32¢ and 44Qandianehered §e s
(Corky) Abeysekera, Rupert Ferdinands and P.'&ays to win the Groughampionshipsn the Public
Kumara just to name a few. They were all multiSchool Meghe won the 440 in record time and came
talented sportsmen always in the limelight during t§§cond in the 220 carrying a strained hamstring. He
college yeas,in so many sports. At the same tione, alS0 anchored the 100 and 440 relays to win the
cannot ignore the sporting talents and achievement<gyeted Jefferson Trophy. Athletes in the two relay
the Reid brothers (Claud, Ronnie, Buddy, Barney 48@ms ~ were, Mohan  Samarasinghe,  Selva
Johin) They dominated the sporting scen€altege  <@nagasabai and Nihal Algaa and Lakshman de

and at national level for a good part of a decagen  Silva (who came sewd in the 880 ydp Another
multiple sports. outstanding at hl shewewans |

to establish new records in SRot and Discsl

(Capt Thurston Colleyyegumar Boralessa (STC 1963

e
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In the same year, my first attempt in athletics, | car@@ough to line up against a strong Trinity saehel to
second in the U16 Discus throw at @eups and see them decked outin their iconicafour jersey was
secured a place in the Public Schools Meet. For gight to behold and enhanced the intimidation to
remaining seasphswitched over to run in the 440 andanother level.

880 in dual meets agai gl Styedalahécfic s witrbif forward !

college. packs fighting out to gain ascendency and both back
More opportunities came my way in 1960. | continuddes showing speed and skills to break through
to play U17 rugby under the captaincy of Kumap pponent 6s dvithfthe scorelocke&inat a |
Fernando. In memgrthe team consisted of Cecilnil all and five minutes of the match remaining a
Perera, Mohan Gunasekera, (RIRNi CaderSena Wwayward kick by a Trinity player, found the
(PanchpGooneatne, Maxim Flamer Caldera, Robyrwelcoming hands of Maurice and the rest is history.
Dixon (RIP) and Girja RajapaK&#P)TheTeam coach Maurice sprinted 75 yards to score a brilliant try for
was the everpopular Frankie David (RIP). This tim@ historic first ever Th@m victory over Trinity
around the team achieved better results leading up feollege. Tony Sirimanne converted the try to make it
the Trinity Match. From a personal point of view, | h&d- nil. Unfortunatelywith three minutes remaining of
a good seasomotching up a few tries along they. the match, a tackle by Noel Brohier put paid to my

_ _ _ _ rugby season with a fractured collar bone. But my
My opportunity to play in the Senior Side came 4 day§ng|e game of the season was good enough to earn

before the Trinity matctvhen | was chosen to play as;choolColours. Unfortunately, | missed all poatch

!n_side C_:entre to replace : . celebrations as | was taken to
injured Nihal Algama (RIP) , the hospital for medical
teamed up with the captaing== treatment.

Nihal (Baila) Samarasinghe
(RIP), Mohan Samarasinghf
Maurice Fairweather andj
Ronnie Asirwathan to form 4 was targeting a place in the
speedy back division and eve . . i _ 4x440 relay team and all my
safe Lynwood Stork as N e W pre- training paid off when |
fullback. Other players in the : . = 11 secured a place in the relay
team were late great Tony team. Leading up to the
Sirimanne, &yer Groups and Publischools, we
Wanigasekera (RIP) Ra were successful in winning the
(Pancho snr) Gooneatne, invitational schools relay
Gamini  Weerakoon (RIR) shield at the Mercantile Meet
Selva Kanagsabai, Garvin and the famous Victoria
Koch, Lal Kumarasinghe (RIS Shield for Schools relays at
Alexis Ellawala and Cecill&ss the National Championships.
Perera to name a few.

| recovered from the injury in
time for the Athletgseason. |

Moving towards th&roups and Public Schqadsir
Although | was thrilled and happy to be in the side,most outstanding performer was our skipper Lorenze
was somewhat apprehensive with the task ahead. B$ Si |l va. He continued t
an inside centré was assigned opposite Tony Bultjerghot Putt and replaced Herbert in the 100 relay. At
(RIP) who was consideratl the time as one of the Groups and Pubs, we came second in the 100 relay
best Rugby Players produced by Trinity Colleg@nd third in the 440 relay.

Other notable players in the Trinity side were No h the same yeaMaurice captainedhe Al-Island

Brohier, Madugalle, Er_|c Roles (Captain), Jaya_nt 2hools Athletics Team to tour Australia. Maurice,
Jayawardene, Jayantissa Ratwatte and TlssE\

Kodituwakkyto name a few. The ratch was played orenze and Waruna Fernando (Javelin) were
before a large crowdat the CR & FC grounds andselected from STC.allyear also saw the emergence

. of Darrell Lieversz as the most outstanding athlete. He
much was expected from the Thomians. It was bad 9

=
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went on to win the 440 and 220 in record time and’he ame year | participated in the annual Fives
repeated the same result in 1961. Colours Competition. Each year 20 to 25 applicants
played in a round Robin competition and four finalists
were selected to play in the final round to gbafor
olours. They had to play and beat a second year

The year 1961, was another landmark year for
College Rugby captained by Tony Sirimanr&TC
was declared the leading team among schools. T - :
oursman in a fivget match to_ earn colours.
fo fwar d pac k of . Roger q arii\yﬁinvaﬂgivmﬂgnf}zo(f;é’prpa%?s?vgee r
Garvin Koch, Cecil Perera, Juni Cader, Garri ded colours and luckilv. 1 was one them. The

DoSilva, Ronnie Jayatifiehke Vand (sdeddele i eg

Kanagasabai. Oten th.e foryvard papk was ComparedOrville Abeynaike. Unfortunatelyhe Fives Cots are
to a club team for their height, weight and agility. long gone but at the timét was a popular game

We travelled to Kandy to play Trinitywho was €njoyed by many students.

waiting with glee to turn tables on us for their defea1tt W -
. as not the start we were expecting for the 1961
in 1960. The mtch was played at the famous P 0

B b ds bef | theri tAthletics seasoithe irst day of the Group Meet our
ogambara grouncs beiore a 1arge gamering OCaptain Mohan Samarasinghe was badly spiked
spectators. After a harfbught game, we managed

whilst running the 880 yards. However, he decided to

to puI_I off a gfeat win thanks to a brilliant late try bytake part in the relays after urgent medical attention.
Ronnie Jayatillek&he inal score was 3. In individual eventsRo g e r D& Silva

Our next match was against Roya[he CR grounds_ domination in throwing events. We saw the emergence
Much pressure was placed on us as the best tegfnb\ G Nihal De Silva as a distance runner and the
among schools. Two brilliant tries, one by Moh&gst was to follow. From my part, in the 440 flat |
Samarasinghe and the oc@neesecond tp Dagrell lLigvgrgzewhorcgngnogd it
(p|ay|ng on the W|ng) paved the way to beat Roya|d0minate the 220 and 440. We managed to secure
College to register our first ever win agairtsem It  third place in both relays, giving us a chance to

was a fitting finale for a very successful Rugby seasd@rticipate in the Public Schools Meet. My
appearance at Public Schools 440 vemrilived as

|l "had spare time in 610)paIedup&ué® alinBerirdhamstring striim furing

Basketball having played fo€ollege as a junior.l  heats. We managed to scrape into both relays finals
believe thecaptainat the time was KDK Perera andyyt fell short of a place.

DS Gunasekera and the Master in Chardér
Karalakulasinghe. The yearl962 was a defining year for me in Rugby.

TheCollege team fielded the same team minus key
My most memorable momenCoilege sportsverein  players, Selva, Ronnie and Maxim. In 1962, match
1961, when | was selected to play in tlellege against newly emerging, Zahira College was declared
hockey team as the goalie. | was stepping into a spqfe school match of the seasdreMatch was played
that remained unbeaten for seven years angt Mount on a rockard surface before a large
maintained a very high standard. College hockeyontingent of supporters from the Maradana School.
team had a reputation of being the best next to theahira College had in their team, fleet footed Majeed,
National TeamThe €am consisted of brilliant pIayersCapt_ Hamid and Speedy Mushin to name a fefs
such as KDK Perera (CapSam Abeysekera, Anaexpected, it was a forward battle until ten minutes
Medonza, = Mohan  Samarasinghe,  Premal@kfore time when Mohan Samarasinghe once again
Gunasekera, L M Wickrasinghe,Randy Morrell, showed hisunning skills by scoring the winning try. The
Rupe Rupasinghe, P Diasbblh Wanigasekera. All match against Trinjtplayed in heavy rainended in
except Ana and KP Dias were boarders. We 3 a|| draw. So did the match against Royal College
maintained our unbeaten record once again wir@ayed for the inaugural Gunaratne Shield.
victories over our archhtadgi vakaedt tBea e kieCtls,onSt
Matale and RoyalThe &d of season score line readchampions

70+ goals for and 3 against.
Athleticsin the tear 1962 unquestionably beloeg

to two individuals, Roge!

e
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Roger went on to stamp his athletics career as the b@sknowledgement also to Mr Lassie Abeywardena for
thrower of discus and shot putt. He went on to shattés dedication to the sports in general.
the National record in the shot puthich he held for

many yearswhilst AGN was the new face of distanc . o . .
running. Prior to Groups andlfic Schools was a eaving certificate signed by Warden Davidsdn,

common sight to see AGN pounding the streets rgﬂect back on my sporting achievements knowing that

Mount Lavinia along with his running m&anijith | ‘was a recipient of 6 colours (Rugby, Hockey,

Ranasinghe. His sheer determination and guts pa\é letics, F'V?S’ Basketball) and including public
ools Athletic Colours.

way for him to win the one mile at Groups and PUbIRS
Schools in record time. Later thaay, AGN went on | continued playing for CR & FC until my departure to
to win the National Title in the same evely UK and Germany in 1964 for Printing Technology
participation in athletics was limited to the relays i8tudies. On My return to Sri Lanka at the end of 1970,
1962, along with AGN, Ranjith R, Tony Sirimanngter an absence of seven years on the Rugby field, |
Roger, Chandi Asirwatham and Pathmanatharid  resumed playing for CR Bees. In 19F7@/as picked

well enough to get placings at the Groups. to play in the inaugural CRFU Trophy final against

In 1961 and 62, Group of us (Selva Kanagasabai',"avelo‘:ks Bambaras. The Bees went on to win the fina

Tony Sirimanne, Mohan Samarasinghe, Roger mtaineqlby Malik Sglngawgcﬁrerréaé gy this tijmehl
Lorenze D06 S iOUtwaadBouaoBchanﬁaé Rlayipgfegsonable Rugby for €es and when

inGurutalawa Thisl4-day course was initiated by Dr e team was selected for the -Mblia RL_ngy
R L Hayman, Head Master, SGQrutalawa,based Tournament in Bombay/ Mumfdawvas included in the

on its origins at Gordonstoun School in Scotland. sam t'o play as a Centre. The team included two qther
T?omlans, Bumpy Jayasekera and D.R Weerasinghe.

Coordinator of the course was Commodore (Boxe ) . . .
Dassanike. It was a physically demanding coursé S0 in the side was Didacus I_De Almaideh whom |
ending with &3-day hike over UVA Highlands. Irst played for CR way back in 1962e8m led by
Kamal Ratnapala, went on to win the tournament and
In August of that yeato my great delight i was called | certainly cherish this moment as the highlight of my
upon to represent CR & FC in their iconic rugby fixtusporting career.
against CH & FC at the Race Course, Reid Avenue. .
Other two schoolboys were my captain Tonylany dec_ades Iate_r, all tho_se achievements, records
Sirimanne and Abdul Majeed of ZahifeheCaptain nd trophies f?de_ n toa d|_stant memory, un_able ©
of the CR team was Old Thomian Rodney Ingleton arr‘?ﬁa” tlhe truesignificanceof ('jt Some of our friends
included whods who of qnﬁc@o@@guesdr’iavewﬁsg i me. CH s
consisted of all Europeans. We were given a warQyhat remains is the spirit of sportsmanship and

reception by the large crowd and all three stood Uriendship forged over a period of nearly six
to the challenge and performed well. Final edote decades.

was 5-3 in favour of CH and Abdul Majeed scored
CRO6s only try.

t timeswhen | browse through my-§2ar-old school

| went onto play for Outstations Schools in thg
Gr at i a,cdptined hypNoel Brohier the very
next day. Two weeks latelr was selected to play in
the Combin@ Schools Rugby team captdhby

Hi ranjan Perera of St

Universities We were able to register wins in both
encounters thus ending my sporting career at STC.

| wish to pay a special tribute to Mr Percy Perera fcE d i t 0 rBGasn d\ublt delwhiogs@mgw residiniigibourne,

migratetb Australian in 2€and serv@dthe Executive Committee of the

his unwavering support for the development of S Melbourn@BA fromlL98to 1996 &Becretary avitePresidertie was

Rugbywhich assisted future coaches toimprove upih e reci pi ent of the Presidentd

Bandulal Molligoda

‘ STC Prep (194955) and ML (198862)

S against Combi n

o
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Karu Amarasinghe -Reminiscences ofa Careerin
Sports é.at College and Beyond

oDonot be afraid of -fLaBroh iames. This is

From my young days | loved to participatesports. family. These trips should be organized by the school
When | joined STC Gurutalawal959andbeing a heads once again and set an example to the rest of
boarder, | had the opportunity of playing all the the country

ames | liked, like many of my friends. The games |
g ! ! 4 ym g E—h 1964, | was awarded college calos for

asketball.l also represented5TC Gurutalawa in
Soccer Athletics and Rifle shooting; winning colours in
both Soccer and Rifle shooting.

played were, Basketball, Soccer, Squash, Badmint
Hockey, Swimming and Athleticalso engaged in
horse riding which | enjoyed very much.

At Gurutalawawe had to be in the hall for prep at
6.30pm anddBell Simaha popular figure used to

start ringing the bell at 6.25 and we had to be at
prep before Bell Simon stopped ringing the bkl :
not we were punishedSq we had only 5 minutes to cross country etc. | believe the year was 1964l

had acrosscountryrace in which | also took part
have a bath get ready and go for prep. The good we )
fellow Bell Simon when he saw us still running¥V|thmanyothers. After completing about 90% of the

towards thehall, he never stopped ringing the bell ace .I saw my friend Sarath Nanayakkara whp was
until we reached the hall. familiar with the terrain and a good runAeading

the race had fallen on the ground. | immediately
Of the sports | played! liked Basketball the best. stopped and asked him what the matter was. He said
Whenever | had some fraane,| used to be on the he had a cramp, so | massaged his leg, gave him
court with some of my friends practicing to improv@me water and helped him to recqwehich took
our skills. Some of the friends | remember arapout 10 minutes and continued the race. He beat me
Mahendra Liyanage(Buckka), G.HKarunaratne. to second place but if | had left him on the ground |
B.D.D Wijewardena, Mario Fernando, Nath would have comérst Looking back on my sports
Kannangara, Zacky Dasterkeer, K.P&era,U.K.D. career, these little incidents are the ones that are
Jinapriya and Timothy Bridge who went on to etched in my memagmnore than winning medals.
become Head Prefect of the College.

There is one incident which has not left my memory
since leaving GurutalawdJnder Dr. Haymanwe
had lot of outdoor activities such as scouting, hiking,

After completing our @evel exans,| and many of

I believe in the adag eny figndsgomdadiSTGMt. toevikiad 365 Evenrinf e ¢
Sheer practice not only made me fit but | improvetit. Laviniabeing a boarder | had the opportunity

my skillshooting, dribbling, side steppinf@aking, of playing all the games | liked but Basketball took
jumping etc. and was made the captain of the seniprecedence. | captained the Basketball team in 1966
team. Dr.R.L. Hayman who was head master and @and were the finalists ithe all-islandtournament in
sports enthusiast used to organize a trip to 3967, where | was selected as tladl-island Best
Michaels College Batticaloa every year to playShooter Whilst being at schqdlwas selected as an
against them. This was a most enjoyable event in @it STAR in Basketball and represented the country
sports calendar. Our team was managed by Mifrom 1971- 1975.

Chinniah and coached by Mrhiagarajah. We did

very well agairst all the tearawe played against. The incident | am going to narrate now is a bit

hilarious but looking back it was a matter of life and

We also looked forward to our annual trip to Jaffnadeath. Every Sunday after breakfaste used to go

to play against SJohn8J af f na and &dplayBadketballtiknoo.. After playing for about
Ethnic harmony was at its best during our days. Wehourswe ar e al | exhausted |
had no difference and did everything as one bigo go to the tucishop and buy a drink. My pocket

e
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money was only Rs. 10/=. | was the only guy whoutstation schools along with my friends Hasitha
could climb a coconut tree and there were plenty dfannangara, Azam Hameed and Usama Suby.

them around the BB court. At Gurutalawa we werle ted Coplest 5 i Water Pol
taught how to climb and cut trees. represente opleston House in Vvater +olo

Hockey, Basketball, Athletics and Cricket. We always
Every Saturday/Sundayclimb a coconut tree or two had a healthy rivalry against Miller Chapman House
and pluck all the Kurumbasghich was relished by all in all sports. When | was in school after a game of
the friends.We did not know what to do with the BB on some day$ used to run to Galle Face and
mature coconutsshen BDD Wijewardena came upback. | can remember taking part in a road race from
with a bright idea. He said that Mrs. Silveho was Mt. Lavinia to Galle Face along with S.L.B Rosa
running a boarding housmight buy the coconuts ifWimaladasa Perera etc. and securing"iface.The
we offered them to her at half the price. We withfirst 10 places were awarded certificates.

trepidation approached her and she readily agreed o
to %Iuy ![hemppEvery week we made quiltg aglot 0.fb\nother incident | remembeas the 4 x 400 meters
' relay in the inter house sports mé&:K .Jayasinghe

money to have a Thosai feed at Saraswadlige.
y g (Late)of Stone House was thét &chool boy to run
One day, when | was on top of the the 800 meters under 2 minutes

tree, our Warden Rev.

Selvaratnam came out of his

bungalow to go for a walk. All my
friends when they saw the
Warden, pretended to be looking
for a lost ball and quietly slipped
away. TheWarden who takes

and was running the last lap of
the race and | was last lapper
for my house. Fortunately |
got a handsome lead when |
got the baton for the last lap
and thought I f
race of my life S.K will beat

about 4 minutes to take 2 steps
was walking up and down the
road leading to the Tennis Courts.
| had no way of getting down and
after about 5 minutes of holding
on to the tree my knees started
knocking and | thought | was going
to fall down and die and said a
prayer-  Buddhan  Saranan
Gachchamill coul dnot
the tree any longer with my legs
shivering, so what | did was to

climb right to the top of the tree with the CTeam and graduated

and waied there for about half an he BT b ; I . f th
hour until the Warden went back to his bungalow.t(P the eam but uniortunatglysecurity of the

was quite comfortable at the top of the tree but wagountry took precedenc_e_ and in the mldfjle of the
cursing the Warden for taking so long to finish h[49by season | was mobilized by the Arwlgich put
walk | came down the tree with bruises all over m?n end to my Rugby career.

chest and legs because | had dropped the rope At CR&FQ captained the Basketball team aatbo
called theowalallad in Sinhala) which | used to C”mbepresented the club in Hockey. | have happy
thetree.Idi dndt go to the s infekdiies ®Mhet tithesdl pent twithe thet ci§ Antl
as | and my friends thought the sickroom matron mg¢eting some wonderful people such as Reggie
ask how I got these unusual injuiésat an episode  BartholomeusEric Roles, Mohan Sahayam & his wife

it was! Penny, Tony Silva, Tony Sirimanne, Haji Omar, Ronnie

At Mt. Lavinia apart from Basketball, | representedShOCkman]'c Didacus De Aimeda and Shiraz Fernando
the school in Rugby and Athletics. At the end of tHgname a few.
Rugby seasghwas selected to represent the

me hands down. In fact, with
everyone cheering me |
managed to hold oto win the
race by a whiskerS.Kpassed
away a long time ago but | still
remember his smooth style of
running. Good old memories.

At the end of the school Rugby
seasonMr. Percy Pereraour
coach almost physically
dragged me to CRFC and
made me a member. | started

o
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At Bank of Ceylon where | wamployed,| had the number of American expatriates playing for them.
privilege of captaining in five sports, namely This was the first Time a Medal was won by a Sri
Basketball, Rugby, Hockey, Athletics and the mixednka Basketball team in an International Event.

Netball teams. | also represented BOC in soccer. ORte timel the Hon. S ¢ fthe Sri Lank
Basketbalimatch | will never forgetwas the match one timel was the Hon. secretary ot the S Lanka

we played against Old Bens in the Depot POliCEaSketba" Federation and the Sri Lanka Badminton
tournament. We had no Ceylon Caps in our tbatn SSOC.'at'On and was the manager of . the S.L
the Old Bens team comprised of 5 Ceylon Cap adrnlr]ton team for the world championship held in
Cosmos Perera, Percy Perekmel Perera, Malsisi >Pain in 2003.

Perera and Milroy Pereralt was a dingdong battle  Even after my retiremertcontinued with Badminton

till the end and with about 15 seconds to go | wagnd Squash and sometimes was elated beating good
awarded 2 free throws when the scores were levghjayers half my age.

My hands were shaking when | took the first throw

which | missed but somehow managed to sink in M advice to alld HEALTH IS WEAEWe live in
second throw and won the match. Bank of Ceyl8#s world only for a limited period of time and during
team comprised of Shanthikaran, Pingamag)at time it is important to live healthy and happy,
Wasantha Abeysinghe, Issadeen, TharirPeiris, YOU can achieve this only by choosing gaares

SivakumarOlagasekeram BenjaminPakyanathan €Xercises to suit your ageoupled with a healthy
and Halaldeen. diet. Age is only a numbanddo not ever think you

are too old to exercise or play games. | have now,

| have no doubt that Mr. Halaldeen a doubleyith age catching ygiven up strenuous exercises but
internationalAthletics and Basketballas one of the continue to do yoga and swimming.

best sportsmen produced by BOC _ _ o
All in all I had a very enjoyable and a satisfying

| am told thathe AGM, Francis Amarasingheas & career in sports but more satisfying was making
lover of sportsand played cricket for the Bank and |ifelong friends through sports who still keep in touch.
SSC Herecruited leading sportsmen to the Bank anfish to ask my friends the following question

and as a resultlid very well in all sports during that

era (late 50s to mieZ0s).l understandhat theyhad DO SPORTS BUILD CHARACTER OR REVEA
8 school boy cricket captains in the 56/57 BOGCHARACTER?

cricket team. | wish to conclude by reproduciagguote froma

| captained the BOC athletics team to Indiadar 9reat sports personayit

Athleticsmeet against Vijayq Bank of India andy 1, o o y person who can
remember securing'? place in the 10,000 meters your go allackidJsynefeaysae 6

race.

Whilst | was in the Armiycaptained the Soccézam
of my Battalion and the Athletics team and alst ha

the privilege of coaching the Army Basketball team. Karu Amarasinghe

STC Gurutalawa (1958 1964)

| represented Sri Lanka at the Asia Pacific Master: and ML (19655 1968)

Games held in Australia in 1998 and World masters
Games held in Melbourne in 2000 captained the £
Sri Lanka Masters Games team in 2002 held in the v
Gold Coast Australia and led the team to win a

Bronze medal having won against Guarmo had a

(i
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N4 Recollections i STC Mount

a

ARCHIVES Lavinia before the War

/ “j‘\\‘c Perspective @r. R. [Hayman

Part 1 of atwo-Partarticle that appeared in
S. Thomas' College Mount Lavinia Jubilee Numberi123968

How | came to join the staff of the College is a lon@ torrents, and though the ship's band strove mightily to
story. Briefly, this is what paened. Whilst doing render "Deutschland ubéiles the noise of the rain
research at Oxford, | was approached by a drowned their music to all who were more than a few
representative of Trinity CollegKandy and asked if | yards away. It did not seem a very gisious welcome
was interested in osdering on appointment therAt  to the islandWe cheered up, howevewnhenthe Sub

that time, | had no intention of goingbroad, and Warden, Reggie de Saram, came on board to meet us,
dismissed thauggestion without much thoudlater and arranged for our transport tielount Lainia. Keble
when| decided to work for a missionary society, iand | arrived in the dark, and wehoused downstairs
seemed best to choose a@cened with education in in"Thalass", on the edge of the " Big Club."

Ceylon, because | had known the then Bishop of ) _ _
Colonbo, when he was at Oxfordsq | wrote to the When we got up next morning, we got our first view of

S.P.G. and the sety put mein touch with S. Thomasth® College.t was a bright day, so it was not long
College. My parents were against mghoice on the before we had seen briefly the buildings then existing.

grounds that they had spent a lot of money on mgs far as | remember themtn,ey incIudqu_Winchgster,
educationand thattheir efforts might well prove foe ndthe comparatively new Cricket pavilion, which was
wasted.In order to reassure therput the mtter to the outcome of the_ effarof F_’ercy Cooke to coIIect_the
the S.P.G. and was told that Ceylon wasauntry funds needed for its erection from Old Bdyoth in
working its way towards independence, and that itCeonn and overseashere was a temporary prep. hall

needed men who woulchin Ceylonese boys, so that in and a sickoom which was little more than a corridor
due course they would tiiéted to take over the running With two beds and little eqpinent.There were the

of the countryEa thispurposethe country would need Junior Classrooms to complete the buildings between

statesmen, doctors, engineers, sciertigtsulturists the “Military road” and the railwayOn the landward

etc. and S. Thomas' College was trying to provide a%de of this roadvas the quadrangle with three sides

education, which would enable its boys to launch out q.mpletedon theWest the science laboratoryn the
uth the classrooms and onEast the chapel. Othe

such careersTo this end, anything | could teach i L
England woulcbe equally useful and acceptable in North the work on the dormitories and the school hall
was in its early stage and the site was in a terrible

Ceylon.Sq in the end my parents rathamwillingl
4 9 y P gy mess Claughton and Chapman housgsre in the

allowed me to follow my wishes.

y building subsequently occupied by the dining hall, the
Warden K. C. M Pherson was on leave at that timelibrary and the Warden's office.
and it was decided that W. T. Keble and myself should n ,
join him in Italy, and sail with him ahig family to When Warden Ston_e .orlglnally decided to move the
Ceylon. Keble had been thbeadmastepf a school in E:ollege toI _I\/Iounla\t/)llnla,ka pLe}nhwas drawn ;]Jp for ah
North Borneo, but after being invalided out, had to uge mu istorey haIIOCd' w ICh Iwahs tol ousE. the
relinquish his post there. Our terms of appointme@grm'tones’ prep.nadl, dining al_ Chapel ec. T IS
were for about three years or four yeaii§ we chose esign wascarefully worked out in every detail, but

to take short leave to England at our own expense afté}2d t0 be rejected because the funds available were
two years. not sufficient for its completioAnother plan was

eventuallyapproved, but though in many ways it had
We arrived in Colombo harbour almost exactly 40advantagesit was not studied carefully enough, and it
years from the dayl write this, on a wet evening containednistakesnd omissions which wésecost the
towards the end of Decembdrain wasoming down College heavy sums to correebr example, no bath

e
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rooms wergrovided for the masters in the wings, ancdcompleted more quickly than could haveerb

the doors of the middle dormitories were unsatisfactorgnticipated. hadto take one very junior team towards
and had to be replaced by sliding iron on@e stair  Dehiwed, where theyplayed football amongst the
cases leading to the tgiairs mastar fooms in the trees of a coconut estat&@he presence of the trees
wings were inside thosgoms and the ones below, andformed ahazard which did not detract from the players
had they been built would have made the rooms vemnjoymentSuchseabathing was possible under the
small.These were replaced by external spiral arfe  supervision of FaghT. W. Gilbert, the school chaplain,
lack of carefulscrutiny of the plans, the school was tand when hdeft, | took over from hinit was seldom
pay a very heavy price, whendltontractor's bills were possible except between December and the end of the
received. Moreover, the standard of work wastno first term.Eventhenit was adifficult matter to teach
entirely satisfactory, and when the building waswimming in the surf, and it was creditable that a certain
completed, the hall roof and the flat roof over the maimumber of boarders did in fact become good swimmers,
entrance both leakedl'he school had failed tearn and many passed afifty-yard test. During the
from its experience with the classrooms and scier@ambridge examinations oncehad five out of nine
laboratory thd great care is boys in difficulties at the same time,
needed in the design abofs and earlier both the SulWarden

and in their constructioBoth and Mr. C. B. Paulicpulle y&had

the above buildings had to similar experiences. We were
have a second roof erected fortunate in that we never had a
over the original flat roof, but serious accident, but on occasions
the flat part of the roof of the suchas the above it was touch and
new block wasured of its leak go as to whether the axsme would

by the use of special tiles or would not be a tragedylt was
invented by Mr. S. Mahadeva, completely nervewracking for the
and the cost was less than it mastetinclarge to have to
might have beenWhile the supervise as many as sixty bathers at
dormitories were beinguilt, the same time, when a large
the senior boarders were proportion of them were not able to
housed in Thalassa and another swim.

neighbouring house, whilgte
juniors were in Chapman and
Claughton (later the dining
hall), and in Winchester on the
edge of the Big Club.Conditions for boarders were
considerably rougher than they are ndwo running
water was availablein the bungalows, and the boys
bathed at wells. The was no electric light Mount .
Lavinia. The cooking was done over open wood fireg /€€ determined that Claughton ho_use shoulsuiit
and gas wasnot to arrive for several yearg&lectric the same defectSo, the foundations were to be

torches were not so easy to getthsy are today, and SuPPorted on pilesand the crashes of the pidiver
many of the staff preferred to move about thebecame an accepted part of oulives.Onecould even

compound at night carrying hurricane lanteffse reinforce one's statements by so timing them that each
s er v agnartessd were by modernstandards sentence was followed by a reverberating crash.

overcrowded Games were played under difficulties.\we found the boys no different to boys in other parts
The BigClub had originally been a coconut estate witlyf te world. Theyenjoyed playing tricks on us, and
the trees growing out of the sanifter removing the \ere delighted when theycame off*asthey dten did
trees the surhce had been too soft for a proper game yith me. Keble was a much more difficult person to
of cricket, anda layer of brokenccabookd had been  trick, and he generally came out on top in such
put down to improveit. In consequencet was encounterswell remember mgismay when during my
uncomfortably hard foplaying soccerThejunior club  first period with my upper sixth amsathematicset, |
sloped dowrfrom the GalleRoad to the Hotel Road, so gskedeach boy his namenstead of just giving their
it couldnot accommodate all the junior boys who wergyrmames theyeeled out the full string of all their

down for gamesKeble organised teams of boys t0 names, and | thought that | ddaweverbe able to learn
expedite the levelling of the ground and the work was

In the classroom, teaching was
rendered difficult by the noise of the
pile-driver, which was being used to
secure the foundations of the western wing of the
dormitory blockEven at that time th&/est vall of the
science lalwas crackingpecausehe subsoil on which
its foundations were laid wasand. The authorities

=
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them.Again, the oil lamgin the prephall had Argand inconsequently 60 Do y ou Kk n ogatba&k r ,
burners, and the air supply for the flame came up fromto my dormitory last nighi .l replied that | imagined

a hole in the oil tank @hthrough the cylindral wick.  that itmust have been about the time that the boarders
Some boy discovered that by insertengpose ballof  were expected to retur. | was surprised when he
paper into tre hole just before prep. started, they couldanswered that he had actually got in well after
make the flame slowlydie down and ultimatelyail midnightSq I said. "But your houseaster told me only
altogether There wouldhen ke a cy, Sipthe lamps the other day thatyou were all so afraid of him that
are out of order, can ehave prep. in thelormitorieé you would never dare to break any rules ", and
- which mant a much easier time for everyone thameceived the commefitye like him to think that, but we
undernormalprep. conditions in the habne boy was know thathe is too lazy to keep an eye on us."

an adept atcatchingcentipedesn a noose of thread, o :

and on one occasioeleaseda centipededuringprep. Later,when the dormlto_rle_s were com_pleted, it was the
just for the @n of seeinghow the duty master would rule to lock thedormitories after lights out, and

react to the situationThe only time | was the victim Oﬁreakingc(j)ut bgcamehrather morte)z diffi_ctﬂtgugh_itastill
thisprank | was Iuckyenough to bring the matter to a "2PPened at timesThere were bars in the windows,

satisfactory conclusion with one rather -svaent and inthe fan lightsAs originally fixed the &rs of the

stroke with a brooniThe same boy once gave me alatter were slightly too faapart, and it was discovered

demonstrationf how to noose a centipede, but it wag'at @ really small boy could still wriggle his way
rough, by going under the lowest barwas a year

an accomplishment that | never wanted to emulafd I t the niahts of th I h
When the weather was wet the boarders always hope§ WO 1ater,on one of the nights of the Royal Match,
for a " rain holiday", and used that | heard a naie in Miller
to run out of the compound to | Junior and on going to
meet the day boys and | investigate found that it came

persuade them either to return fro_m the inmates, \_/vh_o were
home, or to contrive to get trying to help a diminutive

themselves so wet that their Chapman house boy through
form masters would refuse to the fan lightHehad failed to

dmit them to class. get into his own dormitory,
aomi e T e but hoped that the bars in my

dormitory were a little more
widely spaced. At the
moment of my arrivabn the
scene he was well and truly
stuckln this matter of window
bars, Miller senior and | had
a constant war over one bar,
which could be loosened and

Thomians were adepts at
giving nicknames. Mr. C. V.
Pereira was proud of his
pointed moustache, and the
boys alleged that he kept it in
shape by the application of
soap- so he became known as
"Soaper" When his son joined
the school, in true biblical

fashion they called hirbar- ! removed.Whenever | had it
soapef. There were any re-fixed the time wald come,
such examples of Thomian wit, a R ;; perhapsa month, perhaps a
though  other niekames e term oreven a year later,
seared to be hereditary, and when | would find that it had
most Goonetillekes were been loosened agaimdoubt
known as oGompa’, and Abyaseleras as whetherthe members of the house ever khatwhen
"Cabaragoya”. | had found the bar loose, and was awaiting its repair,

Likeother schoolboys they hdittle difficulty in seeing ! used often to wait on the stage of the Big School up to
through theoutward facade to the true character of Midnight, just to see if the boys would try to get but.
their mastersn 1929, Kebk's predecessoras house am glad to say that | never caught any doing so.

master of Copleston houseasted to me that his boys As | remember it, the discipline af #thool was at that

\k/)vereksolafrgi'd qflhim trr:'atr:hey would nevr(]er da.r;‘ Qime pretty sound, and this bar loosening was more an
reak rulesDisciplinan his house was (so he said) n8xpression of high spirits than of a craving for illicit

problem.On the second day of the RoyalThomian leasures for their own sakeldowevey this is to

Match, or_me of the house startgd to chat to me about t ﬂticipate events, and it cannot be denied that in 1929
previous dang Otleen gsked yrather

o
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the morale of the College was at a low ebmeed not "Bertram House" weracddentally substited. Tle

go into detail, but can cite as an examptlee assault error wasnot noticed, and "Bertram Housed's let by

by a senior boy on one of the staff, over a grudge (reathe owners to a new tenarithe first that the Warden

or imagined)Subsequent]yhe culprit defied the head knew about it was when the new tenant demanded
perfect when the latter attempted to take him to thevacant possession of the house within 12 hédtsr
Warden.Both these boys later held high positiotiseén school that day, thilrs. McPherson, their servanbts
Ceylon policeThe surprising incidents which followeRev. A.C Houlder, who happened to be their guest, the
would take todong to tell, but one outcome was a raidDivinity students, Keble, the sMbrden and myself

on Miller senior after lights out oone night. shifted allthe Warden's possessions i@ a&ee | 6
Apparently,some othe boys who got into trouble over before midnight which was the deadline for the new
the abo incident, and who had been sent away fronoccupat®Harrival. Needless to sayhe new occupants
school, blamed their misfortunes on the Miller senéid not put in an appearance at the appointed hour,
prefect, Clive Palipand@hey believed, (I think wrongly),but had they come the house was ready for them.

that he had reported them to the Warden, and was . o . :
responsible for their troublesogether with some old Of the more serious incidents, thgaléeke affair was
boys they got into the dormitory, bwere disturbed one that | rec_ehlmost clearty bec?‘.use | myself was
before they could perform ¢hintended beating up, involved, and it too had a fantastside. However, it

and panickd and ran away.l followed them up to the WO[_JId take too long to dbe’ but a masure of i
Hotel Road, but my torch wiso weak for me to be seriousnessgas the fact that it was onlyegt out of the

able to identifyany of them before they drove off in a POlICe court by tingenuity of D. S. Senanayake who,
waiting car. with Sir Thomas Villiers, and the Bishop were called

upon to arbitrate.
The fact that dissensions amdtaff were alked of by
parents, bog and Old Boys undermined authority.
Biassed reports of staff meetings appeared in the dail
press on more than one occasho.doubt a man of
Warden Stone's calibre could have sorted things o
but it was notealised thatthe days for that typ of
despotéim had gone.

Warden McPherson tried to introduce many neasd
ut to the ardent believers in theawthings vere done
n Warden Stone's time," they were regarded as
%uspect imports probably originating from Trinity
ollege (where Vdrden MPherson had his first
experience in teaching)Amongt these may be
mentioned staff payers, quiet afternoons for the staff,
DuringWarden McPherson's regiméwvo situations in the reading to the staff of books emdern educational
particular stik in my mind. Mr. Caspersz, one of outheory, and the supporelgave to the maintenance of
matheratics masters, gained his extdrnbondn a staff library. It was he who called in sharvice
degree, and celebrated the occasion with a party tdeuropean masterskeble and myself, Bill Bishop and
which the staff were invited. The Warden offeredChristopher Wheat, of whom the last two have since
Keble and myseld lift in his car, and waccepted his made their names in the field of gitin. Had Warden
offer. The party turned out to be a very happy affair, McPhersomeceived better support he mighell have
and we were sorryvhen the Vdrden said that he had made a considerable mark @he College history, but
to leave.What hedid notknow was that his driver had it was Warden deSaram who ultimately steered the
also celebrated th occasion in the servants' quartersColege into peaceful waters,and under whomit
We got into thecar, and our host and his other ggestblossomed and flourishelt. is happy that Warden
came oubn to the verandah to see us offppuhamy, McPlerson met withsuccess and respect in his
the driver, let in the cldit,and the car siged forward subsequent careetde now lives in retiremerin
dramaically, heading for a coconut treelust intime  Winchester, and still takes a lively interest in the
the brakes were applied, and thear resurged College.
backwards at anothetree. Again in the nick of time
we jerked to a stop, only to repeat the perforncan
until one of the staff offered to drive us horhethe Part 2 of this article will be includedhenext edition of the
secondncident, ta Warden was the victim of someoneThomiana (September 2025)
else's mistakeThe DivinitySchool was athe time
housed iriCollege View, and it had been decidedbo
shift it to "Bezaleel", a few doors up the hiWhen
signing the documerits relinquishing "College View
the docuents applying to the Warden's residenc

.
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yet?

Got your cop ofThomia

Because if you havendt, youdd better hurry

Thomids selling well at home and abroad. Readers and critics alike have been full of pre
Ri chard Si monds 06 un adwhidhc alsos dethilel sociajandapplitical &ista
of the last 200 years of Lankan history. Well over halfitheun is already spoken for and the res
is going fast.

As you might expect, Australia, with perhaps the largest Old Thomian community outside
itself, has been showing plenty of interes
al | other overseas t er itgotyourhaads oncttee mbst detailéd anc
comprehensive history of the STC and the mutual influences between the College and the coul
written, timeds running out fast!

How to order

To secure your copy dhomiause the order form at the Thomia Website,
https://www.thomia.com/hhyemail the publisher, gallebuck@yahoo.co.uk or send a WhatsApp
message to +94 777 323 226 today!

Thomia: The Entangled Histories of Lanka & Her Greatest
Public School

published & distributed by

)

S

LAZARI PRESS
COLOMBO
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advisory

KEEPING
YOUR BEST 4«
INTERESTS
AT HEART.

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS THROUGH

STRATEGIC ADVISORY
TAX CONSULTING
SMSF
FINANCIAL PLANNING
LENDING
PAYROLL

CONNECT WITH US:

i ADMIN@DSAGCRP.COM.AU AND 03-97060122 \T(ESSRTED
@ ADVISERS
in]O] £ Fonoven

DSAGRP.COM.AU
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OBA Exec

utive Committee — 2025

Vice Presidents

Neomal Jasinghe
Peneeth Goonawardena
Chris Varney

Lalindra De Silva
Samarliyanage
Shehan Jayetileke
Milinda Liyanage

Upali Gooneratne
Vasikaran Ratnarajah
Rayesh Gunasekera
Mandula Fonseka
Janaka Dissanayake
Chariya Kurukulasuriya

Forinquiriegplease emaiVebmaster STC OBA (Australiaitbaaust.webmaster@gmail.com

New Members of the OB#A2025

Branch Period
Kevin MARTIN Prep 1963 - 1971 Clarence LEWIS Mt. Lavinia
Dushan Navishka YAPA Mt. Lavinia = 2015 - 2022 Dhanushka BASNAYAKE Mt. Lavinia
Meshach LINDON Mt. Lavinia 2008 - 2016 Dulanja DE SILVA Mt. Lavinia
Arittha RADDALGODA Mt. Lavinia = 2009 - 2022 Heshan PEIRIS Mt. Lavinia
Praveen FERNANDO Mt. Lavinia 2005 - 2018 Chandima RATNAYAKE Mt. Lavinia
Lishan DE SILVA Mt. Lavinia Sahan WIJESINGHE Mt. Lavinia
Rohan GINIGE Mt. Lavinia 1965-1980 | Tilak ARUNACHALAM Mt. Lavinia ~ 1958-1970
Leon WIJERATNE Mt. Lavinia 1985-1998 | Hashil PERERA Mt. Lavinia =~ 2010 - 2023
Ravi DE SILVA Mt. Lavinia Senith DELPECHITRA Mt. Lavinia 2015 - 2023
Sheahan DHASON Mt. Lavinia = 1980 - 1994 Hasitha DHARMASENA Mt. Lavinia
Shehan SELVANAYAGAM ' Mt. Lavinia Dushei ILLEKERATNE Mt. Lavinia
Ramal PERERA Mt. Lavinia Ahmad MUKHTAR Mt. Lavinia =~ 2009 - 2022
Anura FERNANDO Mt. Lavinia Raneth HTTIYADURA Mt. Lavinia 2011 - 2024
Palitha PERERA Mt. Lavinia Priyan = MEL Mt. Lavinia
Aneesh KAMALCHANDRA ' Mt. Lavinia 2009 - 2022 Idris ALEEL Mt. Lavinia 2007 - 2020
Navishka KARUNARATNE Mt. Lavinia 2007 - 2020 | Revaan TSSERA Mt. Lavinia = 2002 - 2020
Duvin B MEL Mt. Lavinia 2003 - 2016 | Waruna FEIRIS Mt. Lavinia
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February
Sunday16th ROYAL® THOMIAN CRICKEMATCHES®: FAMILYDAY
9.30 am onwards
GreavesReserve
Bennet Street, Dandenong, Dandenong Showgrounds
Friday 2 1St ANNUALGENERAIMEETINGAGM)
6.30pm
Notting Hill Community Centre
386, Ferntree Gully Road, Notting H3l1,68
o May
N Saturday1 7th THOMIAN LUNCH
12.00 noon
m Springvale RSL
26, Osborne Avenue, Springvale, VIC 3171
)
July
Saturday2 6t THOMIANBALL- 2025
6.30pm
Pullman Melbourne Albert Park
65 QueendRoad, Melbourne VIC 3004
August
S Saturday 9th TRANSFIGURATIOSERVICE
cs 10.00 am
St . Peterds Muruumbeena
U 371, Neerim Road, Carnegie, VIC 3163
! Octo ber
q) Saturday THOMIANFAMILYNIGHT
7.00pm
— VenueTo be confirmed
CU November
O Tuesday 4" MELBOURNEUPSNEEP

2.00pm

December

Saturday 13" FESTIVAIOFNINELESSONS ANGAROLS

6.00 pm
VenueTo be confirmed
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IN MEMORIAM

~ o

They remain in ooremories forever

Rupert Ferdinands oduct of St . Th o(h9464031956)and formere , |
Head Prefect of the Schoahd been a residerin Melbournesincel972. He was arB.Sc.

(Hons) graduate, Sri Lanka Davis Cup player and Australian qualified tennis coach (Leve
3). In 2008, Rupert was honoured as a National Sporting Hero of Sri Lanka by the Ministry
of Sports, Sri Lanka for his achievements in tennis both in Srahdrddaroad. Rupert

was inducted into the Half Fame of the Tennis Coacldegictoria at an Awards Night

held at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club

Dr. Eddie JesudhasaonWas at STC Mount Lavinia and left in 1953 to enter Medical
College. He was a School Prefect and a Chorister. Eddie was an active member of the

STC OBA in Melbourne for many decades and a family doctor to. rAamgmorial service
to celebrate his inspiring lif@as held at theGlen Waverley Anglican Churah 14h April
2025

Prof. B. LTennekoon An old boy of STC Mount Lavinia and wwemyacademic prizes at
College and entered the University of Peradeniya and obtained a 1st Class Hons
Engineering Degree. He won a Scholarship to the University of Cambridge and received a
Doctorate. He retired as Professor of University of Moratuwa Civil Engineering Bept.

was also a founding member of the Sri Lanka Geotechnical Society, and has offered a
yeoman service to his field of Engineering as a Researcher and for the country as an
Advisor in nany projects.

Esto Perpetua

To All Old Thomiansd We like to hear from you!!

We are reaching out to all Old Boys in Australia and Ovéfseasdo have an interesting anecdote about
your days at College or some interesting titbits about thechivet life of a fellow Thomian (or even a
teacher) or just remember the good old days as they used to be, please, send in your astilddgrghoto
poems, stories, etc. to the Edilpali Gooneratnggooneratne@iiec.org

Membership Register

To all OBA Australia Membeltsis vital that you advise us of changes to your contact details in order tc
that this publication reaches you. Also, in order to maintain the membership records up to date, plea:
Membership Secretaryanfy changes (telephone number, address, deathMestbgrshifecretary, PO Box
2337, Mt. Waverley, Victoria 3149mailfgooneratne@iiec.org

.
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