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Standing Together for Sri Lanka

In recent days, Sri Lanka has been struck by severe rains, flooding, cyclone and landslips that have caused widespread devas-
tation across the country. Families have been displaced, communities disrupted, and urgent relief efforts are underway to
support those affected.

At times like these, the strength of our Sti Lankan community shines brightest. Here in Queensland, the Federation of Sri
Lankan Organisations of Qld (FSOQ) has stepped forward to coordinate our collective response. Under FSOQ’s leadership,
all Sri Lankan Associations in Queensland are working together, in close contact with the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka
in Canberra, to ensure that our supportt is both effective and timely.

Discussions are currently taking place to determine the most practical ways we, as overseas Sri Lankans, can assist our moth-
er country in this time of need. Within the next two days, FSOQ will provide clear guidance to the community on how we
can contribute—whether through donations, fundraising, or other forms of assistance.

This is a moment for unity and compassion. As Sri Lankans in Queensland, we have always stood together in times of crisis,
and now is no different. Let us prepare to extend our hands and hearts to those suffering back home.

Further updates will be shared with you as soon as decisions are finalised. Together, we can make a meaningful difference.

(Contact — Jayantha Weerasekara jweera251@gmail.com)

go door to door singing familiar tunes, sometimes accompanied
by drums or guitars, adding a lively rhythm to the season.

Xmas in Sri Lanka

While December in Brisbane brings summer sunshine and festive
cheer, halfway across the wotld in Sti Lanka, Christmas unfolds
with its own vibrant charm — a tropical blend of faith, family, and
festivity that reflects the island’s rich cultural tapestry.

Though Christians make up a minority in Sti Lanka, Christmas is
celebrated widely and warmly across the country. The season be-

In rural areas, celebrations may be simpler but no less heartfelt.

Families gather for meals, attend church services, and light can-
dles in memory of loved ones. The emphasis is on togetherness,
gratitude, and joy — values that resonate deeply across all com-
munities.

gins in early December, with homes, shops, and churches adorned
in twinkling lights, paper lanterns, and colourful decorations. In
Colombo and other major cities, streets are lit with elaborate dis-
plays, and department stores compete with dazzling window
scenes, often featuring nativity sets alongside Santa Claus and
snowflakes — a whimsical nod to wintry traditions in a tropical
climate.

Churches play a central role in the celebrations. Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve is a solemn and beautiful occasion, drawing fami-
lies together in prayer and reflection. Hymns in Sinhala, Tamil,
and English fill the air, and many churches host nativity plays per-
formed by children, retelling the story of Christ’s birth with heart-
felt simplicity.

Food is another cornerstone of the Sti LLankan Christmas experi-
ence. Traditional dishes like roast chicken, biriyani, and cutries are
served alongside festive treats such as Christmas cake — a rich,
spiced fruitcake soaked in brandy — and love cake, a uniquely Sri
Lankan delicacy made with semolina, cashews, and candied peel.
Homemade brews of wine and cordial are shared generously, and
neighbours often exchange plates of sweets, reinforcing the sea-
son’s spirit of giving.For children, Christmas is a time of wonder.
Santa Claus, known locally as “Naththal Seeya,” makes appearanc-
es at schools and community events, handing out gifts and posing
for photos. Carolers — often youth groups or church choirs —

For Sri Lankans in Brisbane, Christmas is both a link to heritage
and a celebration of belonging. Whether it’s recreating traditional
dishes, attending multicultural services, or sharing stories with
children, the season offers a chance to honour the warmth and
generosity that define Stri Lankan Christmas — wherever in the
world it’s celebrated.
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Book Review - Suset of Illusions by
Manilka Fernando

~ Review by George Somasundaram

SUNSET

‘Sunset of Illusions’ is the maiden book
released by CM Fernando, a finance and
business professional who calls Colombo
home. An Old Josephian, he currently
serves on the Boards of several organisa-
tions.
The novel is set during a 23-year period
from 1987 and covers the fictional lives of three main charac-
ters — Chrishan Jayasinghe a Sinhalese Christian, his school-
mate Jeevan Rasiah a Tamil Hindu and Sandy Jansen from a
Burgher background. It is a story of friendship and passion
while following the lives of a steadfast adversary (Chrishan), a
conflicted sympathiser (Jeevan) and an idealistic mediator
(Sandy). According to the author, the notion for the book was
born from a deep personal reflection on the conflict which
scarred Sri Lanka for decades.
The novel traces their lives over four distinct periods chosen
by the author and captioned under the headings Allies, Adver-
saries, Reversal and Realisation. The first under ‘Allies’ begins
at High school with cricket being the nexus for the two princi-
pal male characters. Joining the trio are supporting characters
who add to the strengths of a multi racial Sti Lankan society. It
then moves into the ‘Adversaries’ era when war breaks out and
the characters follow diverse paths. Friendships are tested and
allegiances formed while being driven inherently by sympathies
" towards their own ethnicity. Without giving the plot away,
‘Reversal’ and ‘Realisation’ cover the challenges and soul

GAM FERNANDO
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searchings as emotions take over. The story travels through
many twists and turns culminating in a bittersweet ending.
The author cleverly merges major events in Sri Lanka’s history
into the story. The devastating bombings at the Railway Sta-
tion and Central Bank, the destructive T'sunami on the East-
ern coast and the final moments of the long war at Mullaitivu
- all described with great detail and accuracy. The message of
the author is that love and friendship can overcome war and
this stoty is a testament to that.

Another delightful feature of the book is the selection of ap-
propriate quotes at various points. “Everything we hear is an
opinion, not a fact. Everything we see is a perspective, not the
truth” (Aurelius) and “There are no Eternal Facts as there are
no absolute Truths” (Nietzsche) being prime examples. The
author attempts to take a balanced view and explore a truth
often overlooked in times of war: that there are multiple reali-
ties to every situation.

For a breakthrough book, this is an outstanding effort. To the
many Sti Lankans who were living overseas during that peri-
od, this book is loaded with facts and brings back nostalgic
memories of their cherished homeland. The concluding pas-
sage in the book captures the flavour beautifully ‘Even when
the darkest clouds remain, the sun finds its way through, just
as hope and optimism will return to this land”.

Goerge Somasundaram resides in Brisbane and currently
retired,

Book is available in bookshops like Barefoot, Sarasavi
and Expographics in Sri Lanka.. In Australia, please
contact Jeremy de Lima on +61 421478485. The e-book
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Stories Behind Names of Places in Sri Lanka @0 ©¢d yr HFBE B0
Arachchikattuwa - 698990 BB e BB 59 6 it
Arachchikattuwa is a Divisional Secretariat in Sti Lanka's Puttalam District, CADY con BB o> BT ewd )
North Western Province, covering about 157 square kilometers. The area's 0800y 088 85 00 oE® 0O ew®
main livelihoods are farming and animal husbandty, and it is one of the admin- ~ 3E¢m ©© eces’E cond ci@ 28
istrative divisions (Divisional Secretariats) within Sri Lanka.

Let us now see how the name Arachchikattuwa came into being. The story ©1qw® dem Boe ¢ & o
dates back to the time of British administration. This area was then not so pop- 9888 08g 3 6O gd v o
ulated as now. The peasants who lived were minding their own business and 2080 B ©PEn £ 0 @y et
remained calm with the administrative changes in the country from the Sri (oot 4o saaA eddec® og o3}
Lankan King to the British. They were not involved in activities of protest or of
extending supportt to the British. They spent their religious life as usual and did B0 008200 5» oFf 06) o> 2
O 00 ¢ 8w 858 clmo 85O B
the cultivation work. Sots sy BED OFmO o5 BodS B
There emerged a man in this calm situation from the village to support the Brit- g 8 com wo BndE Gt ve A
ish for his personal benefit. He secretly met the white admin-
istration of the area and pledged his loyalty to them. They wel- RGeE 0dD OHov gn wid es® ®
comed him with open arms as it was the best opportunity to od ¢ mu® 0dd gn ®d 6cd a® @
penetrate into the area. Gradually this man introduced his entire 8 888 g38ced 0cd 88 cam » ®
family to the British officers. T . { 389D ody 3E wed ¢n &
The British offered him the position of "Arachchi" (Village i
headman) of the village. The British were so cunning they of- [ K. oedr we sfec e¢desy NB eud® %
fered all the males of that family with "Arachchi" positions. ArachcBikattutwa ¢w g»el® 0¢BgsY 1B O BOO & 2%
This really upset the peace-loving people of the village. They + DY ¢ G 0¢8gY @egred %
began insulting this family. And they referred to the team of ©®0Y mIne o¢d gn con B B o2
family of "Arachchies" as "g0®8 »09®" to insult them as traitors. Over time ’
the place became famous as "g2608mIgD" (Arachchikattuwa), . #Cod O95go
Nimal Sedera - Dr. Nimal Sedera is a journalist, poet, motivational speaker and . %C;‘if 2?5%25@@@

9o 802Y0;008. @8 &1 el emeod @y DE
@B q @ ded” Sap® E5me BHwrBE wIs.

an anthor of over 70 books.
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Storm Season

.. Storm season has artived and all Queenslanders are aware

that it will have some effect on them or their friends or fami-
ly. TV Channel 7 News Brisbane meteorologist Tony Auden
said Queenslanders should be prepared for the full

gamut of weather this stormy season. “We’re already seeing
some bad fire and dry conditions across much of the State and
we’re expecting the storm season to really kick into gear in No-
vember and December,” Tony said.

While technically the climate drivers are neutral, the warm wa-
ter could provide fuel for flooding and cyclone events, more so
around the Christmas to New Year period.

“With warming oceans, these flooding and cyclone events
won’t necessarily be more frequent, but with any that do form,
we are seeing a trend of rapid intensification.”

According to Tony, preparation is key, as is understanding
your risk and knowing how you can build greater

resilience for the future.

“I would encourage Queenslanders to know their risk, whether
that be fire, storm, cyclone or flood and do the preparation
while the sun is shining,” Tony said.

“My simple plea ahead of the severe weather season is that a
little bit of preparation now will save you a lot of anxiety later.
You can also think of changes you can make to your home to
increase its resilience, like raising items off the bottom level of

"

Page 5

your property, raising electrical boxes or reinforcing your roof-
ing and guttering to sustain strong winds.”

Through both short-term preparation and long-term mitigation,
Queenslanders can build greater disaster resilience and reduce
the impact of severe weather.

Here are Tony Auden’s essential tips for how you can prepate
your home for severe weather and what you should include in
your emergency Kkit.

Essential emergency kit items for storm season

e Radio (battery-powered, wind up or solar-powered)

e Torch and spare batteries

e Drinking water (10 litres per person to last three days)

e Food (non-perishable food to last three days)

e Toiletries and medicine

e  First-aid kit

e Power bank

e TFood and medication for your pets

e  Fire extinguisher

Ways to prepare your home for the severe weather season:

- Secure loose items around the home

- Have an emergency kit packed with essential items

- Check on your neighbours and have an emergency plan

- Clear your gutters, downpipes and drains

- Trim overhanging branches and remove debris from your yard
Courtesy: https:/ | www.racq.com.an/
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2 lankan Fest25

S LUMINARY AWARDS

I

ANNIVERSARY

MR. VICTOR MELDER

WIDELY REGARDED AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PRESERVERS OF SRI
LANKAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE IN AUSTRALIA, MR. VICTOR MELDER HAS
DEVOTED HIS LIFE TO CULTURAL PRESERVATION AND EDUCATION. AS THE
FOUNDER OF THE SRI LANKA LIBRARY IN MELBOURNE, HE HAS SAFEGUARDED
AN INVALUABLE COLLECTION OF BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, AND ARCHIVES FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS. HIS QUIET YET PROFOUND CONTRIBUTION ENSURES
THAT SRI LANKAN HERITAGE CONTINUES TO EDUCATE, ENLIGHTEN, AND UNITE
COMMUNITIES FAR FROM HOME.
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MUSICAL NIGHT & DINNER DANCE

Mary Immaculate Church ) Sat
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Hall, Annerley

b4l o

For Tickets: Baoshitha-0438 100 521 | Jagath-0430 788 322 | Senaka-0433 611 775
Amila-0434 199 310 | Kumara 0421 697 324 (Sunshine Coast)

NETRENT

PROPERTIES

SALES  RENTALS BUYERS AGENTS

Oflice Phone: 07 3113 53882 Emall: admin@netrent.com.au

Office Located 8/1151 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill

Servicing all of South East Queensland

Pagg age 7
7

=& SILVER FAWN CLUB .- &
CHRISTMAS CAROLS & DINNER PARTY 2025

7 saturday, 13th December | () 6:00pm - 11:30pm
© Everton Park Bowls Club
(NO BYO - Licensed Bar Availoble)

The Silver Fawn Club warmly invites all members, family, and friends to our annual Christmas
Carols and Dinner — a night of festive joy, laughter, great food, and dancing!

As always, we'll start the evening with Christmas Carols. Everyone is welcome to join our informal
Choir of Merry Voices to help lead the singing. Don’t worry, no experience needed, just your

Christmas spirit! p 3

» A Scrumptious Christmas Feast Awaits!
Indulge in a delicious Sri Lankan themed Buffet, lovingly prepared by Negombo Caterers with
festive trimmings: @ Glazed Ham | @ Roast Turkey | ® Seasonal Salads | , Desserts
= Christmas Cake

2

AP Let’s Dance the Night Away!
After dinner, the ever-popular Russell Lowe will keep the dance floor buzzing with fantastic DJ
music all night long.
And don't forget our Christmas Raffle T — with plenty of amazing prizes to be won!

@ Tickets (Limited to 90 Members & Guests)
= Members: $50 per person
« Non-Members / Guests: $65 per person

Bookings close Friday, 5th December - so don’t wait!

R, For Bookings, contact:
1 Brian: 0421 210 421

71 Suzie: 0409 533 540

“! Ray: 0416 844 374

! Laurensz: 0408 414 973

== Payment Detalls:

Sliver Fawn Club Inc

BSB: 064 131 A/C: 00902934
Reference: Your Name & “Xmas”

Let’s make this a magical evening together

- -
T 1 SILVER FAWN STVLE +— 385

SILVER FAWN CLUB INE. ‘

NEW VEAR'S EVE
DINNER DANCE c
»?
Wednesday 31st December 2025
7.30pm to 1:00am

Everton Park Bowls Club
carside Street, Everton Park

Sri Lankan Buffet Dinner and

special New Vear's treats
by Thilani

GREAT PRIZES
TO BE WON

MEMBERS $55 "
GUESTS $70

Drinks at Bar Rates
NO BVO
Music by "Cool Daddies and inder”
and DJ "Ty Fox"

To book please contact your
nearest committee member OR
Ranjan Wijeratne 0434608 779
Suzie Anthonisz 0409 533 540
Laurensz Manricks 0408 414 973
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Monthly News Digest: November 2025

News Item

Web address

1 | State revenue up in first half of 2025 compared to previous https://www.adaderanaJk /news.phpenid=114183

year

3 | Vatican Foreign Minister arrives in Sri Lanka https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phplnid=114234

5 | Tsunami mock drill to be held in four districts https://www.adaderana lk/news.php?nid=114303

6 | Budget 2026: Sri Lanka expected to reach pre-crisis levels by | https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=114403

end of 2025
7 | Pradeep Nilanga Dela has been elected as the Diyawadana https://www.adaderanaJk /news.phpenid=114430
Nilame

9 | Sti Lanka reaffirms unwavering support to Palestine cause https://www.adaderana.lk /news.phprnid=114500

11 | Govt striving to improve living standards of plantation work- | https://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=114560

ers: PM Harini

13 | Pakistan tour will continue despite players raising security https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phpenid=114629

concerns

17 | Sri Lanka gets USD 300 million support from ADB https:/ /www.dailymirror.lk /breaking-news /Sri-
Lanka-gets-USD-300-million-support-from-
ADB/108-325246

18 | Sti Lanka rolls out 20 more self check-in counters at main https://economynext.com/sti-lanka-rolls-out-20-

airport more-self-check-in-counters-at-main-airport-
248460/

18 | Sti Lanka begins process to list national heritage sites https:/ /www.dailymirror.lk /breaking-news /Sti-
Lanka-begins-process-to-list-national-heritage-sites-
draft-new-laws/108-324158

20 | Sri Lanka ready to further deepen cooperation with EU https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=114888

21 | Stri Lankan Airlines and govt reach agree with bondholders SriLankan Airlines reaches in-principle deal on

on bond restructuring US$175m bond restructuring - Adaderana Biz Eng-
lish | Sri Lanka Business News

21 | Sti Lanka, Pakistan agree to continue close bilateral collabora- | https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=114970

tion

21 | India and Sri Lanka hold talks on boosting interoperability, https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=114969

deepening defence ties

21 | Sti Lanka’s inflation tises to 2.7% in October 2025 https:/ /www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=114958

22 | Over 40% of migrants move to Colombo and Gampaha due | Over 40% of migrants move to Colombo and Gam-

to marriage paha due to matriage - Breaking News | Daily Mir-
ror

23 | Govt launches programme to convert old petrol three- https://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=114985

wheelers to electric

23 | Commuters can pay bus fares using bank cards starting today | https://www.adaderana.lk/news.phprnid=115037

25 | 2026 'T20 Wotld Cup: Sti Lanka grouped with Australia, Ire- | https://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=115124

land, Zimbabwe and Oman
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Sri Lankan Events - Brisbane and SE Qld

Auslanka
Auslanka
Silver Fawn Club

7  Film Maria
7  Film Neera—Toowoomba
13 Christmas Dinner and Carols

Bunnings Mt Gravatt -BBQ to raise
funds

Musical Show: @6 &2 ¢Dewm with
Ranil Mallawarachchi and Solos

31 New Year's Eve Dance

13 IESL QId Chapter

13 Nalanda OBA QId

Silver Fawn Club

24- QMora 2025 (University of Moratuwa Uni.of Moratuwa
26 Alumni of QId. Get-together) Alumni Qld. Ch.

Silver Fawn Club
J’Pura Alumni
Auslanka

University of )
Peradeniya Alumni

15 Valentines Day Have a Chat
21 J’Pura Alumni Get-together

21 Landune’ )Amarasiri 7 Nuwandika)
28 w@xdm @@Ed Sahan Ranwala

Musical Concert: Athula, Samitha, Aradhana Entertain-
Kavindya and Dr. Rohana W ment

18 Sri Lankan New Year

Richmond Mahinda annual cricket
match

Sinhala Asso. Of QId
Old Boys

Musical Show: Kasun Kalhara, Ft Aradhana Entertain-
Kushani, Indrachapa, Samanalee ment

02

Mindfulness retreat (Applications

close on 15 Feb Sama Hitha

Musical concert- Bathiya and Aradhana Entertain-
Santhush (BnS) ment

Sinhala Asso. Of Qld

18

19 Saralanga

04 Sri Lanka Day
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Editors Note

As a community newsletter, Dachaena invites the community,
young and not so young, to send in contributions.

The editors have introduced several columns to which you could
contribute:

e  Book Review
e  DPlaces to Visit when you visit Sti Lanka

3

e Youth Corner for teenagers and youth
e Kids Corner for smaller children.

Please share your experiences with the community and give your
children a chance to refine their writing skills.

Please send your contributions to dachaenaeditor@gmail.com.

Editors B

Dahzna (Newsletter) Archives
Past copies of Daxchana are found at the following location
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/
folders/1axuqUAWpaN9pUpirl36jvMHi4EtO9ES55

Radio 4EB - Sri Lankan Program Schedule

Arunella - Sunday 9.00am - 10.00am FM 98.1

DISCLAIMER : All material in this E-newsletter is circulated in good faith and is distributed as an infor-
mation sonrce only. The Sri Lankan Group, Radio 4EB and the editors of the E-newsletter disclaim all responsi-
bility and all liability (including withont limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs
you might incur as a result of I(Ze information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way for any reason. Your use OL/

E-newsletter is at your sole risk. E/mu/.r/elz‘er is not liable for any loss resulting from any action or decision made by

Jou in reliance on the information on E s any interruption, delay in op ort sion, Virs,
communications failure, internet access difficulties or malfunction in /mm’z{are or software. E-newsletter may include
third party content which is subject to that third party's terms and conditions of use. Users of E-newsletter will not
use the material contained in it for any purpose or in any way which is unlanjul.

i A
Producet/Panel Operator
Punchi Ape Rediyowa - Lalith Keerthirathne/Sameera
07 Dec Samarasinghe
Community Connect -Episode 3 - Himaya/ Buddhika
14 Dec Gamage - Pre-recorded
Christmas Program -Derrick Fernando/Darshika Kog-
21 Dec galahewa
Lakmini and Janaka W -End of Year 2025 / Janaka We-
28 Dec .
erasinghe
New Year Special Program Darshika, Himaya Sameera
4 Jan Samarasinghe
Sandella - Wednesday 9.00pm - 10.00pm FM 98.1
Producer/Panel Operator
Youwun Sandella :Memorties of Wasath Sulanga /
03 Dec | Danushka Bandara T
10 Dec | Darshika, Thilina, Muditha, Upul / Dinesh Kumara
Janaka, Chathutika Mithila, Shyam, Pulith, Sanduni /
17 Dec y
Shyam Kottegoda e
Community Music Christmas Carols - Prema and the
24 Dec o .
Team / Niraj Kariyawasam
31 Dec | Dushan, Buddhika / Buddhika Gamage
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