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Foreword 
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ith this publication, The Ceylon Journal completes two years during which four issues have been 

produced. The journal was the vision of  Avishka Senewiratne. Most visionaries do not see 

beyond the vision. But Avishka had and still has the skill and the capacity to translate a vision 

into tangible concrete results. This is due to his remarkable coordination and implementation skills covering 

all relevant areas of  structure, finance, talent mobilization, management and other diverse skills that a 

production of  a journal of  this quality requires. In this endeavour, it is society’s good fortune that he has 

been supported by a highly talented multi-skilled and experienced set of  academics, scholars as well as 

others expert in legal, accounting, advertising, computing and other disciplines and achievements all 

working voluntarily on this knowledge producing project. 

 The journal itself  as had been stated before seeks to discuss, analyze and record rich and relevant 

areas pertaining to the historical, cultural, social, legal, biographical and other attributes of  a rich and 

complex society such as Sri Lanka. Its articles traverse the rich by-ways of  Sri Lankan beliefs, rituals, 

customary practices, patterns, and modes of  speech of  regional areas, folk lore, and performing arts very 

often closely bound with folk religious and local beliefs. Some of  these matters have been discussed and 

represented as stand alone matters in various publications. They are, therefore, inaccessible to those without 

a specialist interest in the subject matter. The articles which appear from time to time in The Ceylon Journal 

present a broad conspectus and a panoramic overview of  an integrated whole which cannot be viewed 

from reading specialized publications. The journal, therefore, documents, preserves and presents critical 

issues pertaining to the richness of  the country’s socio-cultural fabric and enriches the general reader with 

a greater expanse of  knowledge, understanding and appreciation. There is more to say. But this will suffice 

I feel to fulfil my obligation to the invitation I received to provide a foreword to this 2nd year anniversary 

publication.  

If  we succeed in these difficult times to continue publication for more years and also the space to 

think of  a Sinhala and Tamil version of  the journal, we will enhance value to society. I urge the current 

highly accomplished multi-disciplinary team of  voluntary contributors who by now have forged close bonds 

with one another to sustain this valuable venture as a signal contribution of  theirs to this by now 

indispensable scholarly product which would have relevance beyond Sri Lanka to international levels of  

scholarship and research.  

The already increasing interest of  foreign researchers and scholars in the journal and their requests 

to contribute articles is an indication of  the global importance of  this local initiative. 

W 
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s we greet the dawn of  a new year, The 

Ceylon Journal proudly releases its fourth 

issue, marking the completion of  two 

full publishing cycles. It is a gratifying milestone 

— one that reflects both the endurance of  print 

and the enduring curiosity of  our readers. The 

first two issues, published in 2024, are now out 

of  print and have become sought-after volumes 

among readers and collectors alike. 

With each issue, demand for the Journal 

has grown steadily. In response, we expanded the 

volume of  both the third and fourth editions. 

The third issue, much like its predecessors, was 

met with wide acclaim — performing admirably 

in the market and receiving thoughtful reviews in 

both local and international publications. For an 

age increasingly detached from the tactile 

experience of  print, these numbers are not 

merely statistics; they are a quiet triumph for 

reading, collecting, and remembering. 

We are particularly heartened by the 

growing overseas readership, with a noticeable 

rise in subscriptions from foreign nationals and 

members of  the Sri Lankan diaspora, especially 

in Australia and the United Kingdom.  

Yet, amidst our celebration comes a 

moment of  deep sorrow. We mourn the loss of  

our Sub-Editor and Co-Founder, Ainslie Joseph, 

who passed away on July 2, 2025, aged seventy-

five. Ainslie was a pillar of  strength to me 

personally and to the Journal as a whole. His 

vision, wisdom, and dedication were instrumental 

in shaping The Ceylon Journal into what it is today. 

Accordingly, this issue is dedicated to his 

memory, in gratitude for a life devoted to the 

cultural and intellectual enrichment of  Sri Lankan 

society. 

In this issue, we record a few changes 

within our editorial team. Ashan de Alwis, who 

served as Secretary since our founding, stepped 

down from his position after a year and a half  of  

faithful service. His meticulous record-keeping 

and organizational clarity were invaluable to the 

smooth functioning of  the Journal. The role of  

Secretary now passes to Devishka Ranasinghe, 

who has already displayed exceptional promise 

and diligence. Following the passing of  Ainslie 

Joseph, Odille Melder has joined us as Sub-

Editor, further strengthening our editorial circle. 

Together, we look forward to the continued 

journey of  The Ceylon Journal — a space for 

reflection, research, and remembrance, ever 

faithful to the cultural soul of  our island. 

This issue of  The Ceylon Journal 

continues the diversity of  features that has 

defined our first three editions. The main article 

is a seminal study, “The Elephants of  Sri Lanka,” 

by Prof. C. R. de Silva — a work of  immense 

value that explores the profound role of  this 

majestic creature in Sri Lankan historiography, 

particularly from the 16th to 18th centuries and 

beyond. Rare images of  Sri Lankan elephants 

enrich the piece, making it truly distinctive. We 

selected it as our lead feature to highlight the 

ongoing human–elephant conflict that continues 

to claim lives on both sides. We trust the 

discerning reader will grasp the deeper message 

— that the elephant’s influence on our history is 

immeasurable, and its loss would be an 

irreparable one.  

We are equally pleased to feature several 

new contributors who have written on subjects 

seldom documented yet of  wide interest. As this 

issue goes to press, two consecutive talks 

organized by The Ceylon Journal are being planned 

with the support of  Sampath Bank Private 

Banking, which we hope to report in our next 

edition. We extend our gratitude to all our friends 

who supported us with advertisements, Sampath 

Bank Private Banking in particular. We are also 

thankful to the many who assisted in sourcing 

rarely seen photographs, and especially to Jerome 

Crusz for his fine work in restoring and 

enhancing some of  these historic images. 

 

A. M. S. 

A 
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