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Dear Members 
  Its Time once again, to  renew your Membership  by pay-
ing your            subscriptions of  $30 for the  financial   
year ,   July 2026- June 2027 

Your ongoing commitment to the  cause of  the ‘Less  For-
tunate’  has   enabled us to continue our work in helping 
the  poor  and giving them food, shelter and hope in their 
lives. 

Our Student Sponsors, have also helped , to educate a   
generation of poor and needy children  and    provided 
them with learning and knowledge, for  a better  and 
brighter  future. 

You are  important to us  and we need you to help us in our 
work. PLEASE renew your Membership and bring along 
New Members. 

A donation with your         Membership would be  
greatly            appreciated 

THANK YOU  for being a part of the Eighty Club 
Community, your patronage and generosity over 
the years. 

             

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members 
  Its Time once again, to  renew your 
Membership  by paying your            
subscriptions of  $30 for the  financial   
year ,   July 2026- June 2027 

Your ongoing 
commitment to 

the  cause of  the ‘Less  Fortunate’  
has enabled us to continue our work 
in helping the  poor  and giving them 
food, shelter and hope in their lives. 

Our Student Sponsors, have also helped  to educate a    
generation of poor and needy children,  providing funds to 
help  them with schooling and knowledge,  for  a better  
and brighter  future. 

You are  important to us  and we need you 
to help us in our work. PLEASE renew 
your Membership and bring along       
New Members. 

A donation with your  Membership 
would be  greatly  appreciated. 

THANK YOU   for being a part of the Eighty Club          
Community and for  your patronage and generosity over 
the years. 

 

             



 

         PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

 Once again. It is the start of a new financial year and just a gentle reminder to please pay your 2026 – 
2027 membership fees at your earliest convenience. Your membership keeps our club strong, active 
and it would greatly help relieve the workload of our Membership Secretary, Allan Pinder in 
reconciling your membership payments. 
 
Thank you to each and every one of you for your continued support, attendance at our fund-raisers 
and your continuing  generosity.  It’s because of you that Eighty Club Melbourne remains a vibrant 
community with purpose. 
 
We have an urgent need for additional funding and donations to continue providing pensions to our 
Welfare Beneficiaries in Sri Lanka. These pensions support elders and vulnerable families who rely 
on us. Every contribution makes a direct difference and it is no easy task raising these funds required 
from our fund-raising activities alone. 
 
The need for more sponsors to help educate underprivileged students in Sri Lanka is always a 
priority.  There are many applications from poor families, who find it financially difficult to educate 
their children. Your sponsorship can cover school fees, books, and essentials to give a child a 
brighter future. 
 
To keep growing, it is also important to note that we need more honorary volunteers to join our 
Committee. If you’d like to get more involved and help shape our events and charity work, we’d love 
to welcome you. Our Annual General Meeting scheduled for 13 September 2026, at the Grand on 
Princes is an opportunity for you to nominate and assist us with new ideas.  Your involvement will not 
only have a positive impact for you, but also on the many aspects of the Club’s mission.  Let us 
ensure our work continues into the future and  44 years of continuing to ‘Care for the Less Fortunate’ 
in Sri Lanka, is a legacy that should continue and expand.  There are many in our community who 
depend on our support and we should ensure we are always there for them. 
 
Your support has always been the heart of Eighty Club Melbourne. Let’s continue this work together. 
 
Thank You 
 
Trevor Collette.  
 
 IMPORTANT BANKING NEWS 

Due to recently introduced banking changes, the Club will be phasing out and eventually  
CLOSING this  Student Sponsorship account.    ANZ BANK BSB: 013141 A/C 852 301 233 (SSP A/C) 
 

 This change will only impact on student sponsors who remit payments to the above account. 
 
PLEASE ENSURE YOU UPDATE YOUR BANKING DETAILS FOR STUDENT SPONSORSHIP DIRECT 
DEPOSIT/EFT   PAYMENTS,  PRESENTLY IN PLACE,  TO THE ACCOUNT BELOW. 
 

    Effective from 1 July 2026, the Eighty Club Melbourne will  
    ONLY HAVE A  SINGLE   BANK  ACCOUNT and all   future bank transfers made, 

should ONLY be  to this account. 
     Account name: THE EIGHTY CLUB MELBOURNE INC.      
     BANK:   ANZ    BSB: 013479     Ac/No: 300355583  
     We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 
     Thanking You. 
      ANGELO HERFT 
     TREASURER – EIGHTY CLUB MELBOURNE INC. 
‘ 



 
From the desk of the  
Welfare Beneficiary Co-ordinator 

Wow... what can I say? 

It was not so long ago that I put pen to paper to share some thoughts, reflections, and intentions 

regarding the welfare of our beneficiaries. 

Today, I am pleased to say that several more individuals have been added to our list of beneficiaries. 

Sadly, however, we have also had to say goodbye to five others who have now gone on to a better 

place. 

I am equally delighted to share that, through your generous donations, sponsorships, continued 

participation in our functions, and for the trust you place in this committee, we are now supporting 

223 deserving individuals in Batticaloa and Colombo combined. 

Together, we continue the legacy that began as a dream around a dinner table, shared by a small 

group of selfless and well-meaning friends who courageously pursued a vision to support the Burgher 

community in Sri Lanka. Their dedication, commitment, and hard work have brought us to where we 

are today—not merely meeting people halfway in their struggles, but reaching out to do even more. 

Since its inception, the Eighty Club of Melbourne has grown from simply helping to put food on the table 

and assisting with medical expenses. Today, we continue to seek new ways to support those who are 

less fortunate. Their suffering is real, and your generosity goes a long way in bringing hope, comfort, 

contentment, and joy into the hearts and lives of those we help. 

Many of you may also be aware of our efforts in rebuilding schools and homes, purchasing medical 

equipment and furniture such as beds, and providing educational resources and other essential items 

following Cyclone Ditwa. Through these initiatives, we strive to make a meaningful difference 

wherever the need is greatest. 

As you consider ways in which you can continue to support our work, I encourage you to share this 

message with your family and friends so that together we can extend our reach even further. 

Finally, on behalf of the organisation and the committee, I extend our heartfelt gratitude for your 

valued support and for standing alongside us in caring for the poor, the vulnerable, and the desperate. 

Your generosity over the years has undoubtedly eased the burdens of many, lifted spirits, and brought 

countless smiles to the faces of those we serve. 

Thank you for helping us make a difference.  

May God Bless you abundently. 

 

Gillian Gibbs-Jansen 
 

"Philanthropy is not about money. It’s about feeling the pain of others and caring enough to help." – Timothy Pina 



 

SPONSORSHIP NEWS   -   Trevor Collette 

Colombo  

117 students in Colombo received assistance last quarter.   14 (12.0%) are studying at “A” level. 

The last allowance was paid recently. It saw each A/L student receive Rs. 15,000, and the other students 

each receive an allowance of Rs. 12,000. 

A further 11 are undertaking tertiary study courses and are being paid a quarterly PSET allowance 

Batticaloa  

The student sponsorship scheme in Batticaloa has a total of 37 students being sponsored.  

11 students (30 .0%) are studying at “A” level and in University.  

The allowances for the students in Batticaloa are the same as the allowances paid in Colombo. 

2 students have completed their training as Dental nurses and have obtained employment. 

4 students have gained admission to University and their sponsors have all volunteered to continue 

sponsorship at the increased PSET rate of $100 a quarter. 

PSET 

Through the POST SECONDARY EDUCATION TRAINING SCHEME (PSET), 11 students in Colombo and 1 in 

Batticaloa currently receives quarterly allowances of Rs. 20,000 each.  These PSET payments are made from 

ECM funds in the PSET scheme, established by the late Mr. Ivor de Kretser.  

As this fund is depleting fast, some University students receive this PSET allowance directly through their 

individual sponsors.  It would be a tremendous help if you could continue to subsidise the high costs 

associated with your sponsored student’s University education.   

The present rate for University PSET payments for a sponsor is $100 paid quarterly 

SCHOLARSHIPS  

With  immense generosity, two ECM members have volunteered to invest $5000 each to set up a scholarship 

scheme to assist students through University. It is proposed that these funds will be utilised in a manner 

similar to the PSET grant  and will become an Endowment scheme which will continue in their names of 

these donors. 

COMMUNICATION 

Of utmost priority to the Student Sponsorship Program is communication by students or parents with their 

sponsors.  This continues to be a major issue.  Prior to Covid all students together with their parents went 

to the DBU to collect their allowance and hand over a written aerogramme addressed to the sponsor. This 

was posted by the DBU and each student was then given a new aerogramme for the next quarter.   

No letter meant no payment. 

However, with Covid the quarterly in-person payment meetings ceased.  In order to continue sponsorship 

payments,  each student had to open a bank account into which their sponsorship allowances were paid.   

Though most students contact sponsors, a few of them are not communicating with them. 

 In a recent instance, the sponsor decided to cease sponsorship due to lack of communication. 

Prompt action is always taken when a sponsor’s concerns are made known to the sponsorship coordinator, 

regarding the lack of communication.  We immediately liaise with the Admin. Manager at the DBU who in 

turn contacts the student/parents and ensures continued communication.  

Please contact the Student Sponsorship Coordinator with any concerns you may have. 

GENERAL 

The student numbers stand at 166 at present this is a significant drop compared to the 200 we previously 

had.  As always there are many more deserving applicants from both Colombo and Batticaloa, and there is 

an urgent need to encourage and  increase the number of sponsors.  Most of the “older” sponsors  are  

(continued) 



STUDENT SPONSORSHIP NEWS           -       (continued) 

 restricted in their ability to take on a new sponsorship, as their circumstances (physically and /or 
financially), have changed. 
I appeal to our members to take on a sponsorship if you currently do not have one. Do encourage 
friends and relatives to support the educational needs of a poor student, by contributing as a student 
sponsor. 
SPONSORSHIP is the fuel that drives students toward achieving their dreams. It helps them navigate 
challenges, stay focused, and maintain a positive attitude even in the face of adversity. 
Many poor families face extreme hurdles trying to educate their children.   
Sponsorship and education of a child,  helps break the cycle of poverty for them and their families. 
 
“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” –   Benjamin Franklin 
 

 
Update from Dave Juriansz to the DBU on his Educational Progress 
  

Dear Madam, 
I hope you are doing well. 

I am writing to inform you about my current educational progress. First of all, I would 
like to sincerely thank you for your continuous support towards my university education. 

Your generosity has greatly helped me to continue my studies without interruption. 
I am pleased to inform you that I have successfully completed my third year of university with a GPA of 
3.6 (Second Upper Class). As part of my degree program, I am currently undergoing a six-month industrial 
training period while continuing my academic work. I expect to complete my degree by the end of 2026, 
with graduation scheduled for 2027. 
In addition to my degree, I have recently commenced the Certified Management Accountants (CMA) 
professional qualification. I decided to pursue this qualification considering the increasing 
competitiveness in the industry, where professional qualifications are often required alongside a degree. 
Based on my university studies, I have been granted exemptions for the first two levels of the CMA 
program. Therefore, I only need to complete the Managerial Level and the Strategic Level to obtain the 
full CMA qualification. I am currently eligible to begin directly at the Managerial Level. CMA has also 
offered a 40% discount on the exemption fees, and I paid Rs. 42,000 by borrowing funds in order to make 
use of this opportunity. 
I am planning to sit for the Managerial Level examinations in September 2026, with the aim of completing 
the entire CMA qualification by the end of 2027. I have attached a detailed breakdown of the exam fees 
and study material costs, along with my membership confirmation for your reference. 
Madam, I humbly wish to mention that my family is currently facing financial difficulties. Due to health 
issues, my father has not been able to work consistently, which has made it challenging for us to afford 
the expenses related to my professional studies. 
Therefore, with utmost respect, I would like to kindly inquire whether it would be possible to receive your 
support for my CMA studies as well. I truly understand and deeply appreciate the support you have 
already extended towards my university education, and I remain sincerely grateful. Any additional 
assistance you may be able to provide would be a great help for me to continue my studies and achieve 
my future career goals. 
Thank you once again for your kindness, generosity, and continuous support. 
 
( Dave Juriansz is a student who over the years has been  sponsored by Anne Keegal.  Anne has 
generously agreed to continue her sponsorship to enable Dave to finalise his University degree and the 
high cost associated with tertiary studies.  His Letter says it all.  Thank You Anne for your generosity.) 
 

"University education is the education which gives a man a clear, conscious view of their own opinions 

and judgments, a truth in developing them, an eloquence in expressing them, and a force in urging them." 

John Henry Newman: 

 



 

    Kumar & Caryel Kandasamy          Shaun & Laurelle Barrow 
    Athula & Yaso Samaranayake          Robert & Rita Koelmeyer 
    Lasitha & Ramesha Wimalasuriya         Dinesh & Michelle Chandra 
    Vince Hirdaramani/Natalie Pietersz             Josephine Corteling  

A warm welcome to all our new members and a big thank you to  everyone who has 
supported our membership drive.  
It is very much appreciated.  
Your help is invaluable which enables the club to maintain welfare  services to the 
less fortunate of our community in Sri Lanka. 
 
If you need an application form to invite a friend or relative to join 
our Club, please contact our Membership Secretary: 
 Allan Pinder on 9700 6178/0410 863716.         
email:apinder8@hotmail.com 
You may also download an application from our website at: 
www.eightyclubmelbourne.org.au. 

Membership Report - 28 June 2026   - Allan Pinder– Membership Secretary 

Cataract Surgery 
 
We had one request for a cataract surgery and Etienne is following this up.  
I am waiting on a report from Etienne, DBU Colombo and will provide more               
information in our next newsletter. 

Used Spectacle Project 
 
Since the used spectacle project was started by the club back in 2020,  we have         
donated over 13oo pairs of used spectacles, thanks to our  members.                        
These spectacles were distributed to deserving persons in third world countries. 
 
A huge thank you for supporting this worthwhile project. 
Please continue to bring any used spectacles and hand them to me at any of our    
functions. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE STUDENTS WITH EXEMPLARY GCE (OL) EXAM RESULTS 

Kenosha Barthelot  ( 9 Distinctions)    

Entrance to GCE (AL)  Bio stream                    

Pulunthsiya   Outschoorn  

(4 Diistictions-4 Very Good Pass– 1 Credit) 

Entrance to GCE(AL)  Arts stream 

 Steyn Outschoorn  
 4 distinctions- 2 Very Good Pass--     
3 credits ) 

Entrance to GCE(AL) Commerce 



In  God’s  Care 
 

VALE- Jacqueline Dianne Suzette Harris (nee Smith) 

 6 June 1961 – 14th June 2026 

The Eighty Club Melbourne mourns the passing of one of our long 

standing and loyal members, Jacqueline Dianne Suzette Harris (nee 

Smith), known to most of us as Suzie Harris. 

Suzie and her husband Jan owned and operated for many years one of 

the best known and popular Sri Lankan Grocery and take away 

businesses in Noble Park, Quality Spice. The business certainly lived 

up to its name delivering quality food to the many customers. One still 

remembers the welcoming smile and greeting Suzie bestowed on all the customers, while 

Jan was always on hand to answer any queries and assist by carrying any heavy shopping to the cars outside. 

An almost forgotten fact is that Suzie and Jan also carried out a “Meals on Wheels” service delivering delicious 

Sri Lankan cuisine in and around Noble Park to elderly pensioners who could not attend to their own shopping. 

The Eighty Club Melbourne owes a great debt of gratitude to Suzie and Jan as they provided a free lunch each 

year for the Club when lunches were held at the church hall in Buckley Street and latterly at the Good Shepherd 

Church Hall in Wheelers Hill.. Their generosity knew no bounds as they sought to help the less fortunate in Sri 

Lanka. 

Suzie unfortunately passed away on the 14 June after a long and protracted battle with cancer, aged just sixty-

five. 

The Eighty Club extends Our Heartfelt Sympathies and Condolences to Jan and the family. 

“YOU CAN REMEMBER HER AND ONLY THAT SHE IS GONE 

OR YOU CAN CHERISH HER MEMORY AND LET IT LIVE ON” 

Trevor Collette 

April Atton   14.04.1956  -  15.05.2026 
Loving wife to Malcolm.  Mother of Natasha and Marlon.  Grandmother to Jasmine 
and James. 
Sister to Patricia, Christopher and Aubrey. 
 
Always a smile, instead of a frown, Always a hand, when one is down. Always true, 
thoughtful and kind.  Wonderful memories she left behind. 
      

Deckker -  Christine Trissette,  06/04/1936 - 24/06/2026  

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Christine Deckker  at home on Wednesday 24th June. 

Cherished wife of Norm.  Much loved Mother of Roger, Michael & Suzie.  Grandmother of Jacqueline, Lauren,  

James, Gemma, Mia, Bianca & Xavier.     Resting Peacefully. 

DE ZILWA, Mervyn - 28/07/1930 - 29/06/2026 
With profound sadness, we announce the passing of our beloved Mervyn De Zilwa, who passed away 

peacefully on the 29th June, 2026 aged 95 years. Loved beyond words by his wife Myrna, treasured father of 

Pier, adored father in law of Wendell and much loved grandfather of Darnell, Kalvin and Tyrese 

Forever Loved, Forever Remembered 
 

 

 

 

 

“Memories are the timeless treasures of the heart.” 

BEQUESTS 

It is always humbling to acknowledge the incredible generosity of  donations and bequests made to 
our charity in memory of a loved one.  At a time of immense personal grief,  your support means a 
world to us and these funds will make a huge difference in the lives of those we help.  
Thanks for believing in our mission and leaving a lasting legacy to the memory of those you love. 
 
 



The Eighty Club Melbourne, Inc.      A 0013333T 

Annual General Meeting 

Date:      Sunday, 13TH  September, 2026. 

Time:     4.15 pm 

A G E N D A 

President declares meeting open, welcomes members and receives apologies 
 

Confirmation of Minutes of AGM held on 14th September, 2025. 
 

Matters arising from Minutes 
 
President’s Report 

 
Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 

 

Election of Office Bearers 
 

Election of Honorary Auditor 
 
Any other business 

 

Meeting Concludes 

****************************** 

NOMINATION FORM 

EIGHTY CLUB MELBOURNE, INC. NO.A0013333T 

The Administrative Secretary, 

Eighty Club Melbourne, Inc. 

8, Peter Street, 

Doncaster East, Vic. 3109 

 

NOMINATION FOR 2026/2027 OFFICE BEARERS 

 

We nominate…………………………………………………………………………………….for the office  
 
of …………………………….………………………………………………………………………..in the Club for the above period 
 
Proposer’s Name and Signature……………………………………………………. 
 
Seconder’s Name and Signature… …………………………………………...…… 
 
Nominee’s Signature indicating consent…………………………………………………………. 
 
NB. The completed form must reach the Administrative Secretary before 14th August, 2026. 
(Nominees must be up to date with membership fees and be prepared to perform ALL the duties of the 
Office for which they have been nominated     



OUR GRATEFUL THANKS TO THESE GENEROUS DONORS 
Donations received from 5th March to 24th June 2026 

Name Donation   Name Donation 

Anonymous 240.00   Noller Trevor Aloma 25.00 

Bartholomeusz  Katie 400.00   
Ohlmus Fritsz Liz - Easter Dona-
tion 100.00 

Dabrera, Cheryl 70.00   Oorloff Errol  Elaine 100.00 

Anonymous 3,000.00   Reid Wendy 10.00 

Gill Sharon - From Gill Family Trust 350.00   Robertson Jack Emily 150.00 

Harris Dimitri Sarah 100.00   Rodrigo, Corrine 80.00 

Hesse  Rita - In memory of Harry Morrow 50.00   Schokman, Carl & Vicky 300.00 

Hickey, Doreen - In memory of Gail 60.00   
Young Dineesha - In memory of 
Doreen Young- Heavenly 100th  100.00 

Joseph  Doreen 170.00   

 Misso, Mario - For Mrs R Violet 

(Burns Victim 
                 
      62.00 

Date Name Amount Details 

19.01.26 Mr. Noel Felsianes 3,000 He has just got a security job and has no money for travelling. 

27.01.26 Mr. Andrew Pereira 1,000. No money for food.  Has not had a meal  since the night before. 

16.02.26 Miss Chethana Jayatilleke 2,000 
Mentally disturbed.  Granddaughter of Mrs. Yvonne Mottau.  
Has no proper place to stay and no money for food. 

17.02.26 Mrs Irene Silva 1,500 
Hangs around the church begging.  Also comes to the DBU for 
help. 

24.02.26 Ms Nora Robertson 1,000 Has just got a security job & needs money for transport 

07.04.26 Mr Sperling Zieglar 2,000 85 years old.  No income. 

21.04.26 Mrs Elizabeth Phillipsz 1,000 Came from Ragama to give a WB form.  She has no income 

22.04.26 Mrs. Renuka Vanhoff 1,000 Husband is sick and they have no money for food. 

11.05.26 Kingsley  Bartholomeusz 5,000 
74 yrs.  Came from Ratnapura.  Has no income.  Daughter goes 
to school in slippers.  Has a son who is deaf and dumb 

Nostalgia from Years gone by !! - Do you remember these times ? 

The Good ole Kerosene cart 

Fuel to your door 
From wood fires to packed sawdust  stoves 

the latest technology– Kerosene stoves  

The days when a room cost you a rupee more 
than your breakfast and a set menu dinner cost 
the same as your  single room 







IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO OUR MEMBERS 

Please be advised that with the introduction of our new accounting software and to streamline our  

Accounting procedures, the following changes have been made. 

The bank account No: will be as follows: 

MEMBERSHIP AND DONATION PAYMENTS:   

ANZ BANK      BSB:  013479       Account No:  3003 555 83 

STUDENT SPONSORSHIP AND GIFTS TO STUDENTS:           

ANZ BANK      BSB: 013141    A/C 852 301 233 

 

FOR ALL EFT TRANSFERS AND  BANK DEPOSITS MADE TO A BANK TELLER:   

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR ID / REFERENCE:-- IS THE INVOICE NO: OR  YOUR PHONE NO: 

CHEQUES /MONEY ORDERS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO THE: 

EIGHTY CLUB MELBOURNE Inc         ADDRESS:  PO BOX 2645,  ROWVILLE,    VIC  3178 

PLEASE ATTACH THE TOP HALF OF YOUR INVOICE FOR POSTAL REMITTANCE 

HELP INCREASE OUR FUNDING, BY REDUCING THE COST OF MAILING 
To all our members, who presently are not on our electronic mailing list, please consider receiving our Newsletter and all 
other correspondence, by EMAIL.  This will also enable you to receive the newsletter in colour. 
Due to the escalating costs of postage and printing, an electronic mailing list will save the club approximately $2000 this 
year.  These savings will help increase our funding for the less fortunate in Sri Lanka 
Please indicate your preference for receiving the Newsletter by contacting us on email at : 
editor@eightyclubmelbourne.org.au.  and submitting your Name and Email address 

 
If undelivered, return to:               SURFACE MAIL                                        Postage Paid 
PO Box 2645 
ROWVILLE 
VIC. 3178,  
AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 
Eighty Club Melbourne Inc. 
Newsletter 

INC NO.A0013333T 
 
Print Post Approved 

100001908 
 

PLEASE REFER IMPORTANT NOTICE IN THIS      

NEWSLETTER FOR  THIS  SSP ACCOUNT 
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